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G H A p. XVII. 

WHILE Harry was fpeaking, 
Ned faw a woman (landing be- 
fore one of the windows, and, 
looking eafhcftly at her, he gave a fudden 
jump, and, dancing about, cried, O Sir, 
Sir, my mammy ! my nlammy ! my mam- 
my ! there is my mammy, there is my 
mammy, as Ibrc as day ! 

Run, Ned, inftantly, cried Mr. Fenton, 
and call James to me. — James, yonder is 
the woman who Hole Ned from his pa- 
rents; have an eye to her, do not let 
her efcape ! Order Frank to take a horfe, 
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4 The FOOL of qUALITY. 

and go with all fpeed to Mr. and Mrs. 
FiddiDg, that they may come and know, 
of a furety, whedber Ned is their child 
or not. — Stay a moment ; as foon as 
you have given Frank his orders, take 
the reft of the fervants, and lay hold on 
this bad woman, bring her into the houfe 
by force, and confine her in one of the 
back rooms till Mr. Fielding arrives. 
By all Ned's account, (he muft be a very 
fad creature, and deferves no favour. 

James went out with alacrity upon his 
commiflion, and, having executed mat- 
ters with his accufiomed pun(5hiality, he 
returned to the company. 

La! Sir, cried James, it is impoffible 
that this woman fhould be Ned's mammy, 
as he called her. This is fome unhappy 
decayed gentlewoman, as innocent of the 
fact, Idare anfwer, as the child unborn. 
1 am forry, with all my heart, that I had 
her ufed fo roughly . Befide, Sir, fhe is fo 
deaf that fhe cannot anfwer to any thing 
of which fhe may be accufed. 

When we took her in hand, fhe was 
terribly frighted. Come, fays I, miftrefs, 
you nauft now give an account of all your 
wickednefs. — Ennis ! fays fhe, Ennis I 
no, but Enfield ; five miles beyond En- 
field, with the Rev. Mr. Catharines. — 
I knov/ nothing, faid I aloud, of your 

Ennelds 



The fool of QUALITY. 5 

Enfields or your Catharines ; biit I tell 
you, that you muft now anfwer for the 
life that you have led. Dead, dead, fay» 
ibe, God forbid ! A dear and good ma* 
fter he was to me, I am fure j I have li- 
ved with him thefe five years ; and he gave 
me money enough to bear my charges ; 
but I fell fick at St# Alban's, and fpent all } 
and I have been thefe three days creep- 
ing along, and begging wherewithal ta 
keep life in me on the way.. 

As you fay, James, cried Mr. J'enton, 
this account feems pretty feafible y a deaf 
fervant, however, is fomething uncom- 
mon ; and yet I once knew a deaf and 
dumb man the moft ready and apprehen- 
five attendant I eVer faw j he would in- 
ftantly collect whatever you wanted from 
the motion of your lips and the caft of 
your eye. Go to her yourfdf, Ned, and 
obferve her more exaftly ; for, if what 
ihe fays has any truth in it, it is impof- 
fible ihe (hoiild be your mammy* 

Ned accordingly went, but returned 
under ^dent confufion and difficulty* 
I do not know what to think. Sir, of 
this matter, cries Ned. When I look 
at the gentlewoman's face, 1 could fwear, 
twenty times over, to every feature ; but, 
when I look at her drefs and manners, 

A J I could 



6 The FOOL or qUALITT. 

I could again almoft fwear againft her 
face. 

Ned's perplexity added gready to Mr* 
Fenton's curiofity. He got up in hafle^ 
and went in perfon to infpedl the party. 
When he entered, he faw a young womaa 
who looked very pale and fickly, but of 
a genteel appearance, and neatly though 
plainly drefled. She cafl upon him a 
fenfible and penetrating look, and courte- 
fying to him, with downcafi eyes. Sir,, 
fays ihe, your prefence tells me that you 
are mafler here. I knaw not for what 
offence your people have confined me ; 
hut, if it is on any fufpicion of mifbeha- 
viour, I have here the certificate of a 
worthy and good man, who vouches at 
leafi for the innocence of my condu<fl^ 
— Here fhe prefented him with a paper 
that contained the following words. 

*^ T Certify, that the Jbearer hath ferved 
** X me upward offiveyearsin quality of 
'^ houfekeeper and intendant of my fa- 
" mily. That (he is a young woman of 
^^ diftinguifhed piety and merit, and de- 
*' parts> at her own defire, on fome bufi- 
*' nefs to London. Given under my 
^ hand, &c. 

" Mar^^i'^duke Cathaiunes, Cr/^ 

On 
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On reading this, Mr.Fenton bowed^and 
made a motion with his hand for her to 
fit down. He then took 'a pen and pa- 
per that lay befide him, and wrote to- 
this purpofe, that he requefted her to- 
allow him ta detain her certificate for 
about* an hour, after which he would 
return it, and endeavour to make her 
amends for the unbecoming treatment 
* which his people had given her^ 

On calling her eye over the paper,- 
flie made a low courtefy, and faid, I (hall 
willingly attend^ Sir, during your plea- 
sure ; but hope, in the mean time, that 
your charity will afford me a morfel of 
bread, for I am faint with hunger^ 

Mr. Fenton then pulled a bell, and,, 
having ordered fome cold meats and 
white wine to be fervec*, he bowed, and 
withdrew to his company. 

Ned, faid he as he entered, this wo- 
man is juft as much the emprefs of Ruf- 
fia as ihe is your mammy. Here, Mr^ 
Clement, look at this certificate ; I have 
no reafon to doubt the truth of the cha- 
raflet given in it, for her perfon and 
manners are every way confoi'mable to 
it. I am forry at heart that I fentin fuch 
a hurry for Mr. and Mrs. Fielding; X 
have thereby raifed a fort of expectation 
in them, and it may be very naortifying 
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8 The FOOL ot C^JALITY. 

to have that expe^ation fo fuddenly and 
fo wholly defeated. 

Some time after, a coach and fix drove 
itill galMp up to the door ; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Fielding alighted^ with impatience 
and anxiety apparent in their countenance. 
As foon as Mr. Fenton had duly received 
and feated them ; My dear Madam, fays 
he to Mrs. fielding, I think myfelf very 
unhappy iif having given you a deal of 
uiin'ecefiary trouble. My poor Ned, here, 
has-been utterly mifiaken in the perfon of 
the woman whom he toola to be his mam- 
my. The certificate of her certain refi*^ 
deuce bears a date even previous to that 
in which we found him ; and her deport-^ 
ment is more than a thoufand teftimonies 
fts^nft her being of the wandering or 
difiblute clafs of people. Be pleafed, 
Mr. Fielding, to look over this certi- 
ficate ; I think it has all the marks of 
its being genuine. 

The moment that Mr. Fielding caft 
his eye on the paper, ** A well-known 
** charader, a well-known character, 
<< indeed,'' he exclaimed. It is the hand 
of Mr. Catharines, my tutor, my friend ; 
the man of the world, excepting your- 
felf, Mr. Fenton, for whom I have the 
the deareft refpecl and afieclion. No 

queftion 
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queftion can be made of any thing ta 
to which he fets his afErmative* 

Alas ! cried Mrs. Fielding, then all 
the hopes \v€ had conceived muft again 
be caft afide. Here comes our niirfe too, 
poor woman, in great hafte ; I fent her 
word that we had found the perfon whom 
we fufpefted to have ftolen our child, 
and defired that ihe would m^et me here 
directly. 

While Mrs» Fielding fpoke, nurfe en- 
tered trembling and almoft breathle&y 
and, without faluting or taking any no-' 
tice of the company. Where, Ihe haftily 
cried, where is the boy. Madam, whom 
you fuppofe to be your child ? 

Ah ! nurfe, faid Mrs* Fielding, we 
were quite miftaken in the woman whom 
we fuipedted to be the kidnapper, and 
fb that affiur is all over. 

I have aothing to fay, cried nurfe, to 
this woman or the other woman ; but you 
muft not have another body's child put 
upon you J if he is indeed your ion, I 
maiVL know him in an inftant ; I ihould 
know him from all the children that 
ever were born. Why, nurfe, cried Mrs* 
Fielding eagerly, do you know of any- 
natural mark, or mole, or fpot, by whicnt 
you coukl gueis at him? He had no 
tuch fpoC upon him. Madam ^ but^ if he 

A 5 ' tc 



lo The fool of qUALITY. 

I>e a living boy, he has a mark of my 
own making that never will out, and 
that is the reafon that I never dared to 
tell you of it. What mark, nurfe, what 
mark ? tell me inflantly, I beg you. 

Why, Madam, you muftknow ashow^ 
the • weather was very cold, it being 
Twelfth-day in Chrifimas holidays. So 
you and ray mafter were from home on 
vifiting, and I had a roufing fire down^ 
and my child flood by my knee, being 
jufl then twelve months nineteen days 
old, and as fturdy a fellow, of his age 
and inches, as any could defire to fee.. 
So the cat, all at once, threw down fome 
crockery ware behind me. Up I ftarted,. 
to be fure, and ran to fave the vcffels ; 
but, hearing my child fcrcam, I turned 
much nimbler back again, and found 
him fallef), with bis little neck againft 
the upper bar of the grate. It was well 
that I did not die on the fpot, for thea 
he muft have died too. So I whipt 
faim up in my arms, but he (hrieked and 
roared terribly. So I got fome foftening 
cream, and fpread it over the bBm, and 
I put a plafier upon that again ; and I co- 
vered the place, from day to day, fo well 
with his cap, that neither vou nor my- 
mafter knew any thing or the matter*. 
But the &ape of his hurt went to deep. 

inta 



The fool of qiTALlTY. fi 

into my heart and into my memory, thaty 
as I was faying, and ftill fay, I ftiould 
know him by it again among all the chiU 
dren in all the world. 

Go then, my dear nurfe, cried Mrs. 
Fielding, go immediately and examine if 
this boy has your mark upon him* Is this 
the Maftcr, Madam, whom you fufpect 
to be your fon ? It is, nurfe;, it is ; my 
heart took a liking to him the firft mo-, 
ment I faw him ; he too .was ftolen from 
his parents, and may as* well be my fon a& 
the fon of another^ 

Here nurfe made a hafty ftep or twct 
toward Ned, but, fuddenly flopping and 
turning pale, Ah! Madam, flie cried,^ I 
wifh you would go and try yourfelf ; the 
wound, if he has it, is juft under his 
right car ; for, if I (hould find, indeed, 
that he is my very child, I IhaU certainly 
run mad on the very fpot for joy. I dare 
not try, nurfe, I dare not try for the- " 
world, faid Mrs. Fteldmg, I am all o£ 
a tremble, I knew not liow. 

Nurfe, then, plucking up a little refolu- 
tion, ftepped fuddenly to Nedv and turn- 
ed up lus hair ;: when, giving a^ londb 
fcream, flie had juft the power ta cry" 
out. My child! my child! my child t 
my child! and dropped down in a vio- 
lent hyfteric fit. . 
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12 The fool of qUALITY, 

Mrs. Fielding, on hearing her nurfe 
cry out, rofe haftily from her chair ; and 
would have gone to embrace her fon, 
but, falling mf^antly back, fhe fainted 
away. The poor nurfe, however, was 
not fo happy. She broke forth, at times, 
into convuliive peals of laughter, that 
made the houfe ring ; and again fhe fell 
into fits of weeping, fo violent and plain- 
tive,, as no heart, under the temper of 
adamant, could fee unmoved* 

While the family were all in a buftle, 
applying remedies to their patients, Mrs. 
Fielding recovered; and, hearing the 
cries of her nurfe, flie went and kneeled 
down by her, and wept with her and 
over her, while her tears proved a fea* 
fonable reftorative to herfelf. 
' As foon as Mr. Fielding found that 
his lady. was well recovered, he turned, 
to Ned, . and, lifting his hair, obferved 
the remarkable feam that the burn had 
made. It is, it is my child t he tenderly 
cried. O my God ! how is this ? Where-, 
in have I deferved thy fmallefi qotice or 
regard, that thou fliouldft thus vifit me 
with thy wonders, and, by thy mercies> 
put me to confufion of face? 

Here Ned kneeled refpeftfully down 

for a blefling, which lus father filently 

called upon mm with lifted hands and' 

2 eyes* 
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eyes. He -then raifed him, and, fitting ^ 
down, took him fondly to his bofom : 
** Thou art, thou art my fon, my beloved 
«* fon /' he cried ; * * my firft and my laft , the . 
•* only ofispring of my life." Thou fhak 
no more be a wanderer, no more be a beg- 
gar, my babe. Thrice blefled be our 
meeting, and tenfold blefied thy future 
fortunes! O that our lives, my child> 
might be one whole oblation to turn from 
whom this amazing falvation hath come ! 

By this time, the nurfe's diftemper was 
greatly abated, though flie ftill continued 
extremely low and feeble, and did not 
feem to recoiled, except by faint glim- 
merings, any thing that had pafled. Mr. 
Fielding then propofed to take her to 
town, to the phyfician's ; obferving that> 
there was room enough for her and Ned 
in their carriage ; and, as Mrs. Fielding 
made no exception, the coach was order** 
ed to turn ^dire^y to the door. 

Poor Ned, during this time, was as a 
perfon who J^udnated between the dread 
of leaving known and certain enjoyments^ 
and the hopes of his • poflefling fomewhat 
that he had not yet tailed. 

Mr» Fielding then fiepped up, in sfc 
kind of ecftafy, to Mr. Fenton* He 
caught him in his arms ; My deareft Sir, 
he cried, J k)ve, i rcfpeft, I revere you^ 

even 
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even next to my God ! What can I re- 
turn you ? what ihall I iky to you ? Alt 
that I am or have finks out of fight 
from your benefits. — I am bleffcd, my 
dear Sir, I am bleiFed beyond expreflion, 
replied Mr. Fenton, in being made an 
humble inflrurnent of happinefs to a 
worthy man. — O Sir, cried Mr. Field- 
ing, what events next to miraculous ! Wc 
came to your door, but we were not per- 
mitted to pais ; our carriage broke for 
the purpofe ; you then told us of thi» 
foundling; but what likelihood that 
among millions he fliould happen to be 
ours? You then propofed an expedient 
for afcertaining the perfons from whom 
he was kidnapped, i his expedient fail- 
ed. God, however, would difcover him^ 
and had foreordained the means. He 
fet upon him an indubitable mark for the 
purpofe ; none knew of this but his nurfe,. 
and ihe has revealed it. Had any one of 
thefe many circumllances been wanting, 
our child muft have continued a ftranger 
to us for ever. Indeed, Sir, faid Mr. 
FentCMi, they are all concurring proofs 
that jQii are under the efpecial eye of 
Providence. But, Sir, I fear we (hall have 
a heavy lofe of our friend Ned ; for,. 
though he does not want his fmall faults, 
he is a worthy-hearted child, and a. 

very 
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very pleafant companion » O Six, cried 
Mr. Fielding, you and Mafter Fentoii 
have a right to command both him and 
us at all times. But come, Ned, t^^-c 
leave, for the prefent, of your bed friends. 
Here Ned, with filling eyes, ftepped 
refpedfully to Mr. Fenton, and, kneel- 
ing before him, took each of his hands, 
and kifled them, crying. My father 1 my 
father ! Whereupon Mr. Fenton tenderly 
raifed him, and, preifing him affec- 
tionately to his bofom, cried, God be 
good to you, my fon, and make you a. 
blefling to your true parents and to all 
your kin ! 

Ned then turned to Harry, and taking him 
by both hands, and looking him fondly ia 
the face, O Mafter Harry, Mafter Harry,, 
he cried, I never fhall be able to fay the 
ix'ord farewell to you, my Mafter Harry ! r 
I was hungry, and you fed nve ; 1 was 
naked, and you clothed me ; I was a 
firanger, and you took me in ; the whole 
world to me was fatherlefs and friendlefs, 
"when you were father and mother, and a 
-whole world of friends to me, my true. 
Lord and Matter Harry. Are you not 
my owner, am I not your property, your 
own hard bargain ? Did you not purchafc 
me with your firipes and with your pre- 
cious bloody and will you fuffcr me ta 

be 
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be taken away from you, my heart's 
mafter ? 

Here Harry, fwallowinff his paifion as 
v/til as he was able, clawed Ned in his 
arms, and cried. My brother, my brother, 
my friend and brother for ever! Then 
turning to Mr. and Mrs. Fielding, and 
wipng his eyes, I hope. Madam, 1 hope. 
Sir, fciys he, that you will excufe my 
young friend here, for his partiality to a 
family who have loved him long and very 
dearly ; in a little time, to be fure, he 
will love and refpeft you both above all 
the world. Though I grieve to part 
with him, I heartily rejoice at his being 
fbund, and acknowledged to be the child 
of fuch worthy parents ; and I hope, I 
fay, that you will not be offended at bis 
concern for parting with his old friends. 

No, my noble creature, cried Mr. Field- 
ing, we are delighted at the proof that 
he gives of his gratitude, and at the' 
firength of his attachment where he has 
been fo highly obliged. 

O Sir, O Madam, fays Ned, kiiSng 
the hands of his parents, did you but 
know the value of what I lofe, when I 
leave, when I leave — and here he burft 
;dre(h into tears. 

Mrs. Fielding then took Ned in her 
arms^ and tenderly embracing him^ cri* 

cd^ 
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ed. We do, my love, we do know the 
value of the family that you leave ; and 
it is the firft and the deareft wiih o£ my 
heart, that we fhould all become as one 
family, and as one houfehold* This an- 
gel here, as you fay, is your rightful' 
owner, and we owe bam more, on that' 
account, than our whole fortune can pay,* 
and he fhall have you as long and as often 
as ever he pleafes ; but, for this night, 
my darling, it would be very unkind not 
to ^o wi jh your good nurfe, your true and 
lovmg mammy, who has fufiered fo much 
for your fake, and her cafe requires that 
we Ihould take her immediately to the 
do<5lor'8. 

Here Ned ' acquiefced ; and, having 
taken a weeping leave of all the family, 
not forgetting the meaneft fervant in the 
houfe, he ftepped flowly into thfi coach, 
iat down by his nurfe, and away they 
drove. 

As foon as the £miily of the Fieldings 
were gone, Harry withdrew to his cham- 
ber, and locked himfelf in ; while Mr. 
Fenton went to enfranchife his late pij« 
loner. 

He firft returned her certificate to her ; 
and then, prefenting her with twenty gui- 
neas, he bowed and made a motion with 
Jiis hand to the door, intimatigg that flie 

was 
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was at liberty to depart when fhe thought 
proper. 

Having looked fereral times, with fi* 
knee and furprifc, now at Mr. Fentoa 
and again at the money, I ihould be very 
ill-deferving of your bounty. Sir, fhe 
iaid, ftiould I attempt any longer to im- 
pofe upon yoUr I am not deaf, as you fup- 
pofed ; it was only an artifice which I made 
ufe of, when taken into cuftody, to a- 
void anfwering queftions that might have 
brjought a worthy family into difgrace. 
But you look fo much the Gentleman and 
the Chrifiian, that I think I ought to have 
no refcrve of any kind toward you. 

Be pleafed then, faid Mr. Fenton, as. 
far as prudence will allow, to let me know 
who and what you afe. 

I hope, Sir, Ihe replied, that I am 
very far from being what I was, other- 
wife I ihould be the very vilcft of the vile. 
Wherefore, if you will allow a weak* 
ly woman to fit, I will tell you the whole 
of my ftory, with the fame opennefs that 
I make confeffion of my fins to him from 
whom alone I can look for remifiion. 

My maiden name was Fielding ; my 
father was a gentleman of large fortune 
and good repute ; he had by my mother 
a very worthy fon who inherits his eftate, 
and a very unworthy daughter who now 

takes 
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takes the ihame of confeffing her faults 
before you. 

My mother was one of the holieft of 
women, and brought me up, to the befb 
of her power, in her own principles and 
pradice ; but ihe died when I was in the 
thirteenth year, an age when the blood 
is in the tide of flow, before I had acquired 
a due relifli for my duty, before the yoke 
of Chrift became eafy or his burden d&- 

lightfome* 

My father then provided me a gover- 
nefs, a woman well {killed in French and 
needle-work, and other fuch fhewy mat- 
ters of .accomplifhment; a woman aUb 
of much apparent modefty and decorum,, 
though inwardly of a debauched and 
laicivious difpoiition. 

There is nothing fo pernicious to the 
breeding and morals pf children as being 
permitted to keep the company of fcr* 
vants. 

My governefs, though fomething el* 
derly, took a liking to my father's clerk, 
a modeft young man, whom, however^ 
flie had the art to feduce to her wanton 
purpofes. 

In order to promote her intrigue, m 
my father's abfence, at evenings, flie ufed 
to procure collations, and, after We had 
cat and drank, to propofe plays and other 

matters 
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matters of innocent merriment, as ihe 
called them. 

The chief of our men-fervants was one 
Guiliiaume, the butler, a comely robuft 
fellow, and one in whom my father had 
placed great truft* 

One night, as we were playing at 
Hide and Seek, this man watched (he 
place where I fought to conceal myfelf, 
and, coming foftly and fuddenly to me, 
he caught me up in his arms, and, running 
with me to a diftant apartment, he therp 
ruined me. 

A falfe ihame did not permit me to 
hj ^^y thing ot the matter, and the vil- 
lain had afterward the infolence to .threaten 
me, that, if I did not admit him to a 
repetition of his crime, he would tell what 
had pafled, and expofe me to the family. 

At len^h both the governels and I 
proved with child ; of which the houfe- 
keeper^ in private, informed my father ; 
whereupon the governed was turned, 
with infamy, out of doors, and I was 
locked up and confined in a wafte room. 

On the third day of my imprifonment 
my father entered, and, having examined 
me with a flem though ledate feverity, 
on mv knees, and witn a flood of tears, 
I confefled the whole affair. 

The 



The fool of QUALITY. 21 

The butler was then fent for. Guil- 
liaume, faid my father, if you do not 
direAIy marry this ftrumpet, I will hang 
you for a rape ; but, if you marry her, 
I will give you two hundred pounds 
to fet you going in fome poor way, on 
condition that I never fee the face of 
either of you any more. 

The lau terms were immediately com- 
plied with. ■ A licence was fent for. Wc 
were married in my father's prefence. 
The money was paid down, and we were 
diredlly turned into the ftreets. 

Upon this fmall fund, and about a hun* 
dred and fifty pounds more which my 
hufband had laved of his vales and wages, 
he fet up a gaming- tavern, to which there 
w^as great refort ; and, as he was a very 
bold, fenfible, and encerpriiing man, he 
became extremely agreeable to numbers 
of his cuftomers, among whom there 
were many perfons of fortune and dif^ 
tinftion. 

At length the time of my labour ap- 
proached. I lay, for a fortnight, in ago- 
nies that admitted of little intermiifion. 
My child died within me, and was 
brought into the world piecemeal. 

I Tanguifhed for three months after 
my delivery, without being able to quit 
my bed j and the remembrance of the 



» The fool of qUALITT. 

pangs and miferies that I endured, caufed 
me to VOW9 within myfelf, that I would 
never more have any ^commerce with 
mankind. 

On my recovery, therefore, I refolute- 
ly rejeded the carefles of my hufband ; 
whereupon he began to behave himfelf 
with great coldneis and diftance toward 
me, and to frequent the company of 
common and lewd women. 

In about fourteen months after my 
marriage, my hufband had a run of dice 
againfl: him, whereby he lofl to the 
amount of fifteen hundred pounds ; and, 
as he had not wherewithal to difcharge 
the full fum, he determined, at all events, 
to pay to the left penny of his debts of 
honour, as he called them* Hereupon he. 
began to raife contributions on the public ; 
and, after feveral very bold and fuccefs- 
f ul exploits, his perfon became notorious, 
. and he was taken from amidfl his right- 
honourable ailbciates at a gaming-table^ 
conveyed to Newgate, tried, convided^ 
and executed at Tyburn*. 

Upon this, all our fubftance was imme- 
diately feized by creditors ; and I was 
turned into an unknown world, without 
any thing to fuftain me, fave a few fliii- 
lings in my pocket, and the fingle fuit 

^of 
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x>f cloaths which I happened to have on 
my back. 

I forgot to tell you, my dear Sir, that 
my worthy but afflicted father had died 
before this period ; and this ought to 
have been the greateft of afflictions to 
myfelf J but the feafon of my feelings 
was not yet come, and I barely dropped 
a flight tear, without any fenfe of re- 
morle for having been, in all likelihood, 
his principal executioner. 

As my brother w^ now the only per- 
ibn upon earth to whom I had any right 
to apply for fupport, I accordingly Went 
to his houfe with -an anxious beating 
heart, and fent him in a written ftate of 
my very deplorable cafe. But his anfwer 
was, that, u ever I fhould again appear 
before his doors, he would take me up 
as a vagabond, and tranfport .me to the 
plantations. 

Wholly defperate by this difappoint- 
ment, and ftimulated almoft to frenzy, 
my blood boiled in my veins. The hor- 
rid thoughts of vengeance could alone 
afiuage my raging fpirit ; and I refolved 
to cooipais my ends by poifon, by dag- 
ger, or any the fpeedieft means. For 
1 looked upon my brother as a robber, 
who had defpoiled me of my title to toy 
father's affeclion and inheritance^ 

For 
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For this accwfed purpofe it was necef* 
laiy to get near him* . I fold my cloaths, 
and, having di^uifed myfelf in the drefs 
of a chairwoman, I engaged as a fervaot 
in a cellar over the way. 

From this place I obferved an infant of 
about two years old| who at times was 
brought to the door by the hands of his 
Burfe ; and I learned that he was the only 
child of my brother, and that the lives 
of lus parents were wrapped up in him. 

Here I conceived I had found an objed 
on whom I might execute my revenge^ 
with better fatety to my own perfon, 
and greater torture to my adveriary, than 
by any other method that invention could 
fupply. I therefore couched on my watch, 
like a lioneis for her prey, and, frying the 
child alone, 1 ihot acrofs the flreet, 
caught him up in my arms, and away 
I flew. 

I haftened with him as faft as I could 
till I reached the fields. | then got under 
a ditch, and dripped him of his raiment, 
which I folded in a handkerchief ; and 
haying cut in pieces an old petticoat, and 
tadked it about him, I made my way to 
a little alehoufe, and there took Up my 
lodgin? for the firft night. 

I beTievc, Sir, I am the greateft in- 
ftance, that ever was, of the length to 

which 
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which human nature can go in reprobncy, 
when abandoned of God, and unvilited 
by his gracious motions in the heart. The 
ftrong bent which my mother had given 
me to religion, caufed me only to recoil 
with the greater force; and, when my 
father caft me off, I even reproached my 
God, and was at enmity with him, for ha- 
ving fuffered me to fall into my firft offence 
agamft virtue. 

I was yet urged and carried further 
down the hill of perdition, by the exam- 
ple of the licentious fet of profligates 
that daily and nightly frequented my huf- 
band's houfe, infomuch that in time I 
began to reUfh their profanenefs, and my 
tongue, as well as ear, at length bccam^e 
accutlomed to oaths and execrations ; a 
vice of all others the moft unnatural, 
moft Ihocking, and abhorred in our fex. 

In fine, I became an alien and even an 
enemy to all goodnefs ; and I would will- 
ingly have been a party in any kind of 
wickednefs, fave that of perfonal profti- 
tution ; and this I avoided merely for 
fear of a fecond child-birth, which I 
dreaded more than I dreaded the tor- 
jnents of hell. . 

How pitiable then muft have been the 
cafe of the unhappy mfant who had fallen 
into ray cruel gripe ! 1 often fuffered 

Vol • IV. B Uyysv, 
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him, on purpofe, to weep for hunger, 
and then would lafli him for cryirfg, that 
I might pleafe myfelf, ^s it were, with 
the miferies of my brother in the perfon 
of his child. 

For four years and nine months I led 
a wandering and mendicant life, in which 
trade my little nephew CTew very fuc- 
cefsful and ufeful to me, lo that I began 
to abate of my feverity toward him. De- 
tefted by my relations, and outcaft from 
the woild, I cared for nothing but felf, 
and nightly indulged my appetite with 
the bell victuals and liquor that my 
pocket could afford, from the iffues of 
my own petitions, and .of thofe of my 
fellow-traveller. 

One day, having paffed through En- 
field, where I had railed fome petty con- 
tributions, I fpied an infant on a bank 
at a diftance from any houfe, and inftant- 
ly the projeft occurred of exafting the 
larger charities by his means. I looked 
about,' and, thinking that I was not ob- 
.iferved, I caught the child up and ran 
off with all my fpeed. But I had not gone 
far, when I heard a man fhouting after 
me, and perceived that I was purfued. 
Thereupon I cafl down the child with 
my pouch of proviiions, and, leaving 
2 little 
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little Ned behind me alfo, I mide tht: 
bed: of my way through the oppofite 
thicket. 

As my terrors continued, I coatinued 
to run, till I was all in a glow and faint 
with fatigue; but (till keeping for >vard, 
though flower and flower, God conducted 
me within fight of the parfonage-houfe 
of Mr. Catharines, which I reached with 
much difiiculty, and then funk away qn 
the threfliold. 

I knew nothing further of what pafled 
till I found myfdf in a warm thounrh 
coarfe bed, with one woman holding a 
bottle of falts to my nofc, and another 
prcfenting me with a cordial. I looked 
about and found myfelf fomething re- 
vived; but, on the fight of fome meat 
which was brought to me, I again 
fainted. 

Within fome hours after, I was feized 
with pains in alt my bones, and feil into 
a raging fever. Mr. Catharines, who 
.ivas phyfician to the bodies as well as 
fouk of all his flock, vilited and pre- 
icribed for me, and had me attended 
with great humanity. 

On the third night I dreamed, that an 
invifible hand came, and, feizing me by a 
iingle hair of my head, hurried me aloft, 
through the regions of the air, till it 

B 2 \id4 
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held me right over a fiery gulf, in the 
pinnacles of whofe flames a variety of 
daemons appeared to hover, the horrid- 
neft of whofe figures was undefcribable to 
ears of flefh and blood. They all feem- 
ed to ftruggle toward me, and to ftretch 
forth their fangs to receive me; while 
my hufband, Guilliaume, afcended fwift* 
ly in the midft, and, ruihing up with a 
pair of fheers, cut the hair that with-held 
me in twain ; fo down I thought I fell, 
and,, giving a great ihriek, I awakened to 
darkncfs and inexprefllblc horrors. 

Though no light was in the room, my 
ccnfci( us fpirit fupplied the oiEce. Ail 
my tranfjrcffions aroffe minutely and dif- 
tinclly to my memory. They appeared 
fubftantially, as fo many fiends, wiihin n>e 
and around me ; and 1 fell into an agony 
that threw me into a fit. 

I awoke again before morning, but 
without any abatement of my terrors or 
defperation. The former objecls conti- 
nued to prefent themfelves before me ; 
and, no longer able to fupport exiftence, 
I groped about for a knife, or other in- 
ilrument of felf deftruclion ; for I fajd 
to myfelf, Perhaps death may bring reft 
to the weary and overladen, or at leaft 
at'ord fc n.c refpite before the feariiil 
judgment of final condemnation. So, 
1 finding 
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finding np other means that fuited my 
defperate purpofe, 1 grafped my neck in 
my hands, and exerted my force to ftran- 
gle myfelf ; but nature proved repugnant 
to the completion of an office againft 
herfelf, and I funk from my agonies into 
a fecond fit. 

On the breaking of the day, Mr. Ca- 
tharines entered ; but, as the room was 
darkened, I did not know who he was 4 
He approached my bed, and, taking 
hold of my hand, he fighed and faid. 
You are very ill, poor woman, exceeding 
ill, indeed) you have more need of a 
phyfician for your foul than your body ^ 
if you pleafe then, I will kneel down and 
pray with you and for you, that God may 
receive your departing fpirit. 

O no. Sir, I cried> I cannot pray •, 
even to hear a prayer would be worfe than 
hell to me. I have no God, no Saviour j 
they have long fince departed from me j 
1 am a finner to whom hope can nqver 
come; Oinnipotenceitfelf can-do nothing 
for me ; I feel, that, if God would, he 
cannot lave me, except he w;^re to create 
me over again. 

. And he can create you over again, cried 
the gogd Mr. Catharines ; even in this inftant 
he can make you a new nature and a new 
creature J he can fave you from all your fins 

B 3 by 
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by aa inward falvation, by pounng the 
abundance of himfelf into your bofom. 

O, Sir, I exclaimed, you do not know 
how vile I am. Even now I am in hell ; 
the fiends have the property and pofleflioa 
of me. O, if any fingle foul were to 
fufFer for everlafting what I fu£Fered 
lafi night, better it Were that creation had 
never been. 

Here I recounted to him my ckeam, 
with the agonies that I fdt, and my at- 
tempt to deftroy myfelf ; when the com- 
forting faint cried out. Good hopes, good 
h(»pes! very excellent hopes, indeed » 
TL^fe are firong and blcifed compunc- 
tions, r fee that the Saviour of finners 
is determined not to lofe you. Be of 
good cheer ] here, take this julap to re- 
cruit your wearied fpirits, that you may 
be able to lay open the woundings of 
your foul to the minifiering pbyficiaii of 
your dear and loving Lord. 

But do you think. Sir, (aid I, ^ that 
there is any hope for me ? Hope ! cried 
he, there is aflurance, more fiable than 
the marble foundations of the earth. 
God is all love, he is nothing but love, 
he never rejefted any that once turned 
unto him. His incarnation, his whole 
talk and bufinefs upon earth, his fuffer- 
ings and crucifixion, his agonies and 

death. 



• The fool or qUALlTY. 3* 

death, were cjiofen, and embraced by hiirt 
for the love and fake of finners. It is in 
the regions of finning Naphthali, in tlia 
darknefs and fliadow of death, that the 
light of the loving Jefus delights to fpring. 
up. But come^ my dear hfter, tell me 
who aad what you are. Lay open, with 
truth and honefty, the manifold diftem- 
pers ot your fin-fick foul; your weak- 
nefe, your poverty, your nakednefs, your 
pollutions, your errors, and your empti- 
aefs ; and he, who fhineth in darknefs,- 
will defcend into you, my fitter , and will 
be your ftrength, and the riches of par- 
doning mercy to you ; ' and will cover 
your nakednefs, and purify your pollu^ 
tions, and turn your errors into re(flitude, . 
and your emptinefs into the fulnefs o^ 
the joy and glory of your God ! 

Here I made him a full recital of all' 
the paflages of my life, as openly but 
much more minutely than I have done to' 
your Honour. Never was man fo affected ^ 
He groaned, he fobbed aloud, he wet 
. his handkerchief with his tears as though- 
it had been drenched in the river. 

As fooa as I had concluded. Do you- 
not know me then ? he cried, (breaking 
afrefli into tears), do you not know me, 
Mrs. Phoebe ? Know you not Marmaduke 
Catharines, your brother's tutor and your 

B 4^^ tutor,j 
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tutor, the man from whofe lips you ufed 
to imbibe inftruclion with fo much avidi- 
ty ? Ah, had I flaid, nothing of this 
vould have happened ; but your brother 
got me prefenied to a rich living here, 
and fo I left my vineyard and the fruits 
thereof unguarded. Oh that accurfed 
Guilliaume ! I left my lamb to the vora- 
cious and remorfelefs u^olf ! — From your 
infancy, Mrs. Phoebe, you were the 
darling of my affections; the day did 
not leem to fhine in which I faw you 
not. Your fmiles cheered my Ipirit, and 
your unaffeded graces played round my 
ncart. 

Your brother, too, faw and approved 
my paffion for you. What happinefs did 
he not propofe to himfelf in our union ! 
We will be brothers, he cried, my Catha- 
rines, folding me faft in his arms ; we will 
he brothers in reality as well as inclina- 
tion. 

But thofe blifsful profpeAs foon vanifli- 
ed away. You were feduced, my daugh- 
ter, you were feduced from your duty, 
fronv your God and your lover. Your 
brother wrote me an account of your fatal 
falling away ;' and I Ipent my nights in 
tears, and my days in anguifli. 

Ah, how you are altered, even in pcrfon 
and afpcct ! I could not have known you 

again. 
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again. Sin hath taken away the inno-« 
cence and fweetnefs of your countenance, 
and fpread a cloudinefs and ftain in the 
place thereof. But you are returned, 
my child, you are returned to virtue and 
piety, to yourfelf and to your God ; and 
he will once more beautify you, and 
mike you, as the king's daughter, all 
glorious within, and deck you with li- 
ving fapphires, even the morning-ftars of 
the preparation of the appearance o£ 
Jefus ! 

Wliile the holy man fpoke, the hard- 
nefs of my heart began to diflblve, my 
agonies and terrors departed from mej 
my breaft began to heave with a kindly 
though fad emotion, and a torrent of 
tears greatly eafed my diftemper both of 
body and mind. 

Mr. Catharines, as I afterward learned, 
on hearing of my doleful mifcarriage, 
had vowed to himfelf, in fecret, never to 
have commerce with womankind. 

A widowed lady, however, of large 
fortune and liberal education, but much 
advanced in years, happened to relide in 
the neighbourhood. he was firfl caught 
by the fimple and afFeding piety of his 
difcourfes from the pulpit. She vifited 
and was vifited by him. She was then 
further charmed by the lullre of his feix- 

B 5 timcnts^ 
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timents, the fan^itude of his manners, 
and the fweetnefs of his difpofition. Sir, 
faid fhe to him one day, I am, by birth, 
a foreigner, and neither have children, 
nor any relation of my blood in this king- 
dom, who, on my deceafe, may put in for a 
title to my fortune. I blufli not to tell you^ 
that if I were young and beautiful, you are 
the man of the worid whom I would have 
chofen for my hufband.* But my defeds 
take nothing from your great merits. 
You are as precious in my eyes as if I 
were defei ving of you ; and I am defirous* 
of making you my own for life, pro- 
vided you fwear to me, before the nup- 
tial knot is tied^ that my fortune, my 
company, and my obedience are all that 
ever you will require from me in right of 
our piarriage. Yoti fhall live, and fhall 
be as an only fon to me ; and I will have 
for yoo at once, all the duty of a wife 
and the tendernefs of a mother. 

I am not infenfible of wha(t gibers may 
lay, refpefting the impropriety of fuch. 
a flep; but 1 truft, by my oondu^l, to 
difabufe their opinion^ and to caufe all 
occafion of flumbling in m j eighbour 
to ceafe. 

In the mean time my two capital 

Solpefts will be compaffed by this 
Ixcmc } thfe one of giving myfdf a legal 

titla 
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fide to your company ; the other of gi- 
ving you a legal title to* my fortune. 

A propofal for fuch^a-fpedes of mar-' 
Fiage anfwered exactiy to Mr. Catharines's- 
▼ow of celibacy. The lady, though con- 
fiderably upward of fixty,. flione in all 
the graces and attractions feparable from* 
youth. He could therefore form no ra- 
tional objecbion to the fcheme; and,^ 
within a few weeksy they were privately 
married. 

While I wept as 1 told you, Sir, un-- 
der a kindly remorfe for my manifold 
offences, Mr. Catharines kneeled down 
and poured forth his prayers betide me,, 
with an locution fo warm, and fo deeply 
affecting, as entered and fearched through 
my heart and my reins, and feemed to* 
tear out, by the roots,, all the evil that 
i& in me. 

As foon as he had ended', and that £ 
had thanked him, with words half fuf- 
focated, for the gracioufnefs of his 
confolations, Mrs. Catharines came in. 
Would you then^ Sir, faid fhe, would 
you monopolize all the charities ? will you 
not fuffer a filler near the throne of grace, 
who may aflift in the under fervices to 
to the fervants of our Mafter ? 

My dear, faid he tenderly, I was about 
to req^ieft your prefen<;e." Here lies on* 

B 6 the 
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the bed of iicknefs, and perhaps of deaths 
tlic daughter of my patiOn, the fifter of 
my friend, and once the deareft objecl 
of my aftbftions and profpeAa for hfe» 
Pray order a chamber for her, more be- 
coniing her flation, and my debts to her 
family. . 

She inftantly went out with alacri- 
ty, and without reply ; and, within a 
few minutes, feveral female fervants en- 
tered, who, gently wrapping me in the 
cloaths wherein I lay, conveyed me to a 
bed ready fheeted and warmed, that fiood 
in a fmaU but decent apartment. 

As foon as 1 was placed, Mrs. Gatha* 
rines came up, and, ftooping, tenderly 
kifled me, and faid, God be gracious ua* 
to you, my daughter ! 

Here I was treated with an attention 
and delicacy, that joined with my evil 
deeds to put me to utter ihamc. How* 
ever, 1 began to recover apace, and^ 
within a few days, was able to fit up. 

On the feventh night I had a very An- 
gular dream or vifion which will never 
depart my memory, and which, 1 truft, 
through life and death, will preferve 
its happy and comforting influence upon 
me. 

Methought I walked with vaft crouds 
«£ fine and mejry people,, along a road 

of 



The fool of qUALITY. 37 

* 

of a gentle and pleafant defcent, made 
eafy to the foot like the Mall in London. 

On a fudden my hufband flood belide 
me. I furveyed Lim with a delight that 
I had never known before. He feemed 
to furpafs in beauty all the perfons around 
us ; his garments were embelliihed with 
gold and gems, and his countenance 
mone with a wonderful luftre. . 

Come, Mifs Phoebe, faid he, grace- 
fully taking me by the hand, come with 
me to yonder paradife, where I will weave 
a garland for you of never-fading flowers, 
and treat you with fruits of a heavenly fla- 
vour. Immediately a vaft garden opened 
its blooms and incomparable beauties, to 
my quickened imagination. The odours 
thereof perfumed the air far and wide,, 
and the burdened trees reached forth 
fruits of irrefiftible temptation. 

My hufband then plucked, and gave 
me to cat of the clufters of the grape, 
and apples of the pine, which I feized 
and devoured with an intemperate relifli; 
!when, happeningj^ to look down, I per- 
ceived that he had got the legs and hoofb 
of a goat ; and it inflantly occurred that 
he could be no other than the tempter of 
our firft parents. Terrified almofl; to 
deaths I did not dare to fpeak out ; but, 
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lifting up my heart in fecrct prayer, her 
and his paradife immediately vaniihed. 

At once I found m-yfelf in a vaft and 
dreary wildemcfs, whofc trees were bar- 
ren of fruits and the brambies of berries j; 
through which there was no path, and 
from whence there was lia outlet. Go oa 
what fide I would > I had fcarce made my 
way through one thicket, when I was pre- 
fented with another ;^ till, being fpent 
. with fatigue, I defpaired of any deliver' 
ance, and fat trc down to die; 

Soon after methought Mr, Catharines- 
approached, in mean and beggared- 
apparel,^ but with a majeftic and ftern 
countenance. Wretch ! he cried, are you 
at length eome to a knowledge of the 
evil of your ways ? are you now come to 
a fenfe of your vile and forlorn eftate ? 
do you find at laft that 1 alone can be 
your ftay and your helper ? So faying, he 
feized me by the hand, and his touch 
filled my frame with confidence and de- 
^ Kght. We rbfc into the air, we inoved 
together over a boundlefs tract of defert j. 
from whence the lions roared and the 
wolves baydd at us. At length we alight- 
ed at the entrance of a narrow path that 
led up the afcent of a mountainous coun- 
try. The nearer fide was covered with 
(louds, and blafled by tem^efis^ through 

which 
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which the farther part feemed to gleam 
with a faint radiance that promifed the 
rifing day; 

Courage ! fiid my conduftor, we muft 
afcend this mountain, in fpite of all op- 
pofition; in fpite of the toils, the difti- 
ctilties, and dangers ; the pains,, calami- 
ties, diftreffes, and difcouragements of 
the way. No obftacles^ I cried, Ihall 
appal or difcourage me; I will rgoice in 
diftreffes and pains while I have yoa by 
my fide. 

Hereupon I felt wonderful ftrength and 
alacrity ; I ran up the afcent with a will- 
ingnefs and eager pace, and propofcd in 
a few minutes to reach ibtt top.. But^ 
alasl I was widely out in my account* 
The way became ftraiter, and fteeper, and 
rougher. I began to fail through fatigue, 
and the* edged flints tore my feet,* and. 
marked my footfleps with blood. Ati! 
Sir, I cried, this is very grievous indeed.> 
Peace, faid he, it is very falutary ^ thefe 
flints are your kindeft friends, your trueft!^ 
phyficians ; and. the wounds that they 
give your body will be more than the 
balm of Gilead to the healing of your 
foul. 1 then fummoned all my powers, 
and proceeded, though with much an guifh,. 
which often compelled me to lean, with 
all my weight, upon my companion* 

Afc 
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At length we came to a pals that was 
thick fet and interwoven with briers and 
thorns, and, feeing no way, I made a 
full flop. Good cheer, cried my guide 
this rauft alfo be traverfed, there is no 
quailing new, you muft endure to the 
end, my daughter. The thorn was pro- 
nounced a curfe to the firft Adam and 
hii pofterity, but your fecond Adam has 
made it a wreath of living brightnefs; 
thefe accordingly are appointed to twill 
the garland of your bleiledneis, and to 
make you a partaker of their crown of 
eternal glory. 

Revived by this promife, I rufhed inta 
the midft, and ftrug^ed to get forward, 
though fcreaming vvith anguiili ; but, 
when the thorns rent my ikin, and en^ 
tered into my body and foul, and lodged 
their flings within n\e ; I could endure 
no longer; but, calling myfelf on my 
conduftor, O that death, that death, I 
cried, would put an end to my fufferings I 
He then turned and fmiled upon me, 
and, taking me under his arm, bore me 
harmlefs through the remainder; then, 
feating me on a bank, he placed himfelf 
beiide me. 

While I fat, flill panting with pain and 
fatigue, he bent forward, and pulled oflF 
his .aiidals. I then faw the large wounds 
that the ijrike hsKi made^ My fpirit in« 

flantly 
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ftantly told me that it was my Lord 
himfelf, under the form of his minifter. I 
threw myfelf proftrate before him. My 
bofom opened wide ; and taking hold of 
his feet, covered with duft as they were, 
I preffed them to my heart, and wduld 
have thruft them into my foul ; when 
on their touch I felt fuch an ecftatic tranf- 
port, that, if I had not awoke, my body ^ 
could no longer have retained my fpirit, 
it mull inftantly have iffued to him who 
breathed it. 

The confolation of this dream greatly 
ftrengthened and reftored me, and I 
haftened to get up," that I might delight • 
myfelf with ferving the fervants of my 
benefactors. 

When Mrs. Catharines rofe, fhe found 
me bufied in the bafeft employments of 
the kitchen. She looked aftoniihed. 
Why, my dear, (he cried, would you de- 
mean yourfclf in this manner ? O, Ma- 
dam, I replied, I befeech you to leave me 
to my own confcience, it tells me that even 
this office is much tod honourable for 
me. 

When breakfaft was ready, Mr. Ca- 
tharines came in from his morning's 
walk of meditation. As he entered, I 
caft myfelf befol*e him, and, clafping his 
knees, cried, How blefled are the feet 

of 
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of him who bringeth good tidings of 
falvation to finners ! but, above all,' 
blefled is he who beareth in his own per- 
fon the image and imprcllion of the 
Prince of Peace. Being much furprifed and 
abafhed at my manner of ialutation, he 
demanded the reafon of it, and I told my 
dream ; whereupon they were fo affecled, 
that they both med tears of tender con- 
gratulation! 

I have already told you, Sir, that Mr. 
Catharines was phyfician to the bodies as 
well as fouls of aU his pariihioaers ; 
I might have added, to all the country 
about him. 

For this purpofe he had provided a 
little kind of apothecary's (hop, where he 
kept all manner of drugs for the fick^ 
as well as matters of furgery for the 
fore and the wounded. On thefe occa- 
fions I became his principal deputy and 
aififtant. I was myfelf often aftoniihed 
at the effcifts of my applications in this 
way. I fcarce remember an inftance 
wherein I failed of fuccefs. A fpirit of 
healing feemed to accompany my walks. 
I have frequently cured chofe whO' were 
given up as irrecoverable by the doctors 
and furgeons. And I never had fuch 
heart- felt delight as when, on my knees, 
I bathed th« feet of the iick^ . or waflicd 

the 
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the ulcers of the beggar ; for in them^ 
methought, the great Phyiician of fin- 
fick fouls lay before me, who had healed 
my own woundings, and done away my 
t^n%re(fions. 

I mould have told you, Sir, that, when 
Mr. Catharines heard that I had flolen and 
dropped my little nephew, the only child 
of his beft and moil beloved friend, he, 
that very day, difpatched a number of 
emiflaries to Enfield, and throughout all 
the adjacent country, with orders to make 
the moft diligent fearch and inquiry after 
him ; but, suas ! all our pains and foli- 
citudes, both then and afterward, proved 
fruitlefs : this coft me, day and night, ^ 
fecret deluges of tears, and fervecj to em- 
bitter the happieft life that othei'wife,. 
perhaps, could be fpent upon earth. 

About three months ago Mrs. Catha- 
rines began to decline, and peaceably 
dropped, like over-ripe fruit, into the 
lap of our general mother. 

Mr. Catharines had often defired my 
permiflion to write to my brother in my 
favour ; but, confcious of the injury that 
I had done him in the perfon of his ^child,.. 
I had hitherto declined the propofal. At 
length, however, I determined to throw 
myielf at his feet, and confefs my guilt, 
though without any profpeft of obtain- 
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ing his pardon. Perhaps, faid I, he may 
think on fome more fuccefsful means for 
the difcovery of his fon than we have 
yet hit upon. My benefaftor approved 
of my refolution; he wrote a letter to 
my brother by me ; and, - within a few 
days, I fet out in his chaife for London. • 

On the road, I took it into my head 
once more to make trial of my brother's 
nature, and to prefcnt myfelf before him 
as art object of his charity. For this pur- 
pofe I difmiffed the chaife at St. Alban's. 
I alfo ftnt back my little bagg^age, with 
an account of my project in a note to 
Mr. Catharines, and retained nothing but 
this poor garb that I have on. 

On that night I was taken fuddenly 
and extremely ill of a colic, and could 
keep nothing on my fiomach for the fix 
following days. 1 fen t to London for 
a phyfician, who attended and preicribed 
for me ; and, by the time I was able to 
creep abroad, what with fees to the doc- 
tor, the apothecary's bill, and a fiill more 
exorbitant bill from the landlord, i had 
fcarce eighteen pence left to bear my 
charges to the city. With that fum, 
however, I fet forward on foot ; but, 
finding myfelf ftill very weak and fickiy, 
I was tempted to repine for not having 
brought more money from home } but, 

again. 
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again, I remembered that my mafter had 
^ told me that fuflFerings were the beft 
I friends and phyficians to fuch a (inner. 
I was therefore content and pleafed to be 
once more reduced to the loweft ftate 
of beggary, and, after three days fore 
travel, God was pleafed to conduct me 
to your charitable door. 

This, Sir, is the letter which my 
friend wrote in my favour to my brother. 
You fee it is open ; but, before you read 
it, I ought to account to you for fome 
touches of uncommon tendernefs, which 
Mr. Catharines has expreffed toward me. 
Some weeks after the funeral of his lady, 
he and 1 flood chatting in the front of the 
houfe. The evening was exceeding plca- 
fant, and the maids fat finging and milk- 
ing the cows before us ; when the great 
bull, fuddenly tearing up the ground 
with his feet, ran furioufly at his mafter. 
On feeing him approach, I fhrieked and 
rufhed into the houfe ; but obferving that 
Mr. Catharines did not follow, I turned 
and ran as precipitately out again. There 
Ifaw that the terrible creature had pinned 
him up between his iiorns againft the 
^^'all, at which he butted with all his 
force. 

Then cafting fear afide, Ifprung up, and, 
feizing the bull by one of his horns, would 

have 
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have torn bim away from my dear pro* 
te^or. In the mean time a little favourite 4 
dog came happily out, and, leaping up, "I 
caught the monftrous animal by the noic, 
-whereupon he gave a hideous roar, ahd, 
flinging away, ran kicking and leaping 
about the yard. 

I remember nothing more till I zwdkc 
from a fwoon, and perceived that Mr. 
Catharines fat befide me. He held one 
of my hands, which he had wafhed with 
his tears, and which at times he prefled 
to his lips, and again to his bofom. 

When he had prevailed upon me to 
fwallow a fpoQuful of cordial, O my 
Phoebe, my Phoebe, he cried, you have 
this day offered up your precious life, -a 
victim, for the prefervation of mine ; and, 
from this day forward, my life, and all that 
I am, is your property for ever. But 
tell me, my Phoebe, whence could you 
get, in a moment, fuch aflonifhing in- 
trepidity, how attain to the power of 
ailing againft nature, againft the con- 
ftitutional terrors and delicacies of your 
fex? Ah, Sir, 1 replied, the book of 
life tells us, that ferfedl love cajletb fear 
away. 

From that time Mr. Catharines eameft- 
ly preffed me to marriage. My firft, and 
my laft, and my only lovej he "would 

iay. 
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fay, you know that in womankind I 
can love nothing but you. Your whole 
image, your every feature, is impreffed 
upon my foul ; I am already wedded to 
them, they are infeparable from my be- 
ing. Why then do you wifti to have 
me caft forth from my fpecies, as a ' 
withered branch, without any kind of 
fruit, without one, the#leaft little one, 
to bind us up together, and carry us 
down to pofterityr O, Sir, I would 
then fay, let not our nuptials be ful- 
lied by any gloom or regret ; let me 
firft be reconciled, if poflible, to my 
brother, and then difpofe of me as you 
pleafe, it is your right fo to do. 

I thank you. Madam, faid Mr. Fen- 
ton ; I thank you for your very affcfting 
and ftill more edifying narrative ; and 1 
will endeavour to recompenfe you for the 
trouble that I have given you, by being 
the bearer of very happy tidings. Your 
little nephew has lived with me almofl 
ever fince you loft him. He has received 
an education becoming his family, and 
"Was this day difcovered and reftored to 
his parents. 

My God, my Chrift, fiie exclaimed^ 
what a wonder is here ! how are blind 
and erring nu)rtal5, wilfully blind and 
ivilfuUy erring, deferving ox fuch a clue 



48 The FOOL of qiJALITT. 

as this to guide them ? My nephev alive 
and well, difcovered and reftored this 
very day to his true parents! — I am 
confounded, I am cruflied to the centFC, 
beneath the weight of thy benefits, O 
thou overflowing fountain of mercy and 
grace ! 

Now, Madam, faid Mr. Fenton, now 
it is at your eleftion to reveal or fuppreft 
the aflPair refpecling your nephew. I 
know. Sir, flie replied, you propofcd 
this only to trj- me ; I defire no advan- 
tage from fraud or difguife, and, could I 
be fo bafe, this letter, as you will find, 
would deleft and betray me. 

Mr. Fenton then unfolded the letter, 
and read as follows ; 

To Edward Fielding, Efqj 
Friend and brother of my foul, 

I Have often reproved and always de- 
tefted that cruel and impious cuflom 
of cafting off our friends or kindred, on 
account of their errors or frailty, or even- 
of their fall from honour. This cuftom 
is more efpecially condemnable and per- 
nicious, when it affects the more tender 
and more pitiable fex ; the indifcretion of 
cl^eir neajeft parents begins the alarm ; 

the 
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tbe world follows and increafes the cry ; 
the wretches, like marked deer, are dri- 
ven forth to the hounds, and mud fpee- 
dtly become a prey to famine and death , 
or for ever be precluded from any return 
to virtue. 

Had you, my dear brother, had you 
l^ven tnat charity to your only fifler 
which you flightly throw to a common 
b^;gar, you mi^t have faved her foul a* 
live, and have continued a happy parent 
of a promifing Ton at this day. She re- 
iented your treatment! She rent your 
child from you ! you merited the motivcy 
but I am grieved at the confequence. 
As God has been pleafed wonderfully 
; to rcftore your lifter to virtue, flie would 
• rejoice to reftore your fon to you ; but it 
is not in her power, he ftrayed from her 
within fome miles of this place } we have 
ufed all poffible means to recover him, 
but in vain; and his lofs hath coft her 
ieas of tears, and years of angui(h. 

Receive her then as a precious pearl 

from the bottom of the deep, as a calket 

of gold and jewels recovered from fhip- 

' wreck ; Ihe was dead, but is alive again ; 

' flie was loft, but is found. Receive her 

I then, I fay, as an angel of God fent on 

I purpofe to efied your own falvation^ 

I Vol. IV. C I know 



so The FOOL OF qUALITY. 

I know not how it comes to pafs, that 
great finners often become the greateft of 
laint$9 and, in a year, a monSi, a day, 
exceed in growth and ftature a long fife 
of leifiirely righteouihefe. Their bows, 
as it (hould feem, being ftronglybenC 
the adverle way, they dart forward 
with the greater ftrength and rapi- 
dity. It is even fo with our precioos 
Phoebe. She is become a gentle flame 
of the divine loves and charities. WhUe 
Ihe (lands upcm earth and bends, in her 
lowlinefs, beneath all creatuees, the moon 
of changeable things is put under her 
feet. She treads, as it were, upon the 
liars of the galaxy ; and 1 behold, at a 
diftance, and revere the glory of her 
fteps. 

Receive her then, I iay again, as the 
dcarefl: boon and bleiling that Heaven can 
beftow. But, O, reftore her to me ; give 
her to me, according to promife, that 
Ihe may affill to condud me to that 
kingdom of little children whereof ihe 
is a blefled inhabitant at this very day. ^ 

Yours, &c. 

M. Catharines* 

You fee, Sir, faid Mrs. Phoebe fmiling, 
you fee that Mr. CatLaiiccs mufi be a 

lover. 
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lover, by the extravagance of his praife. 
I fee. Madam, faid Mr. Fen ton, that he 
defervedly loves, and greatly deferves alfo 
to be beloved. But, Madam, if you will 
be ruled by my advice, you will ftay here 
till your brother fliall call upon me, which 
I expeft he will do in a very little time. 
Mean while I will introduce you to a 
fifter-faint, who has been long tried and 
refined in the hotted furnace of affliclion. 
The very next morning Mr. Fielding 
rode to the door, attended only by a 
fingle fervarit. As foon as he had faluted 
Mr. Fenton, and fat down, he took out 
a note for 2000 1. and prefented it to him. 
You muft not reful'e, faid he, to relieve 
my diftrefs, by accepting this in fart of 
what I owe you. 1 can fpare i^ without 
the fmalleft inconvenience, i- ^la\e lately 
recovered a traft of land that lies con- 
tiguous to Mr. Catharines, the worthy 
man of whom you heard me fpeak yefter- 
day ; fo that 1 fliall foon have the plea- 
fure of taking pofleffion of a confiderable 
acceilion to my fortune, and, at the fame 
time, the greater pleifure of embracing 
fo very dear a friend. This fum. Sir, 
laid Mr. Fenton, comes very eafonably 
to the relief of a perfon for whom 1 have 
conceived an extraordinary efteem and 
aSeAion, a perfon who is entitled to my 

C 2 b^il 
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bed fervice, and who may alfo be entitled 
to your further munificence. So faying, 
Mr. Fenton rofe, went to the door, took 
Mrs. Phoebe bv the hand, and leading 
her toward her brother. This, Sir, faid he, 
is the gentlewoman of whom I fpoke, and 
whom I recomniend to your tendereft re- 
gards. 

Mr. Fielding looked eameftly and in- 
quiiitively at nis filler, changed colour, 
and, for a while, fat mute with aftoniih- 
ment; when, fuddenly rifing, and fiep- 
ping haftily to her, he clafped her in his 
arms, and cried aloud. My Phcebe, my 
deareft Phoebe, my long-loft, long-fought, 
my long-lamented fitter! have I found 
you at laft, are my prayers at length 
neard, aisl are you once more reftored 
to myJ2cfo;>i, my fifter ! Ah, what muft 
have been your fufferings, what have I 
not fufiered myfelf, from the ftinging 
recolle<5lion of the barbarity of my be- 
haviour ? But, at the time that you ap- 
plied to me, I was exafperated againft 
you, by bei6g told you had turned out a 
common prouitute ; and, from your con- 
nexion with that reprobate to whom my 
^ther had unhappily married you, I was 
ready to believe the worft that could be re- 
ported concerning you. Pardon me, how- 
ever, my Phoebe, do but promife me your 

pardon. 
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pardon 9 and I will endeavour to compen-* 
late for my injurious treatment of you. 

Here the mler dropped on her knees; 
and, breaking into tears and fobs, repli«> 
cd. You want no pardon, my brother, 
you never wronged me. — I deferved all 
forts of evils ; they were due to my tranf- 
greffions ; — but I have injured you, I fear* 
paft forgivenefs, my brother. — It was 
I who ftole your little darling, who rob- 
bed you or your only child, and caufed 
you fo many years of forrow and bitter- 
nefs. — I deferyed it, I dcferVed it at 

Jrour hands, exclaimed ;Mr. Fielding; 
et us then exchange forgivenefs, my 
Phoebe, for our chud is reftored to us, 
and we remember our forrows no more. 
So faying, his eyes filled, and, tenderly 
raifing liis fifter, he took her again to 
his bofom. 

Mr. Fenton, wholly melted by this psd'-' 
fionate Icene, took them jointly in his 
arms, and thein filently feated them op* 
pofite to each other. > 

My fitter, (aid Mr. Fielding, you have 
promifed me your pardon, .before you 
were acquainted with the extent of my 
faults. Our dear father, in his laft ill* 
nefs, made me fit by his fide; when, 
heaving a deep figh, he thus began ; 
I fear, I fear, my ion, that I have great* 

C 3 ly 
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ly wronged your fifter. I grieve at heart 
that I had her married to that ruffian 
Guilliaume. With a little lefs of feve- 
rity and more of tender admonition, £be 
' might have arifen from Iier fall ; ihe 
might have returned to virtue and ho- 
nour; hex errors might have been for- 
gotten ; (he might have been lefs wretch- 
ed, and my days might have been longer. 
She was young, (he was artlefs, and db* 
vious to fedu6lion. I myfelf joined to 
betray her, by that (he-wolf whom I ap- 
pointed the guardian of my lamb. Per- 
haps, as (he affirmed, her inclination no 
way concurred with the force that was 
offered her*^ We ought, as far as pof- 
fible, to have covered her (hame % fcan- 
dal only ierves to bronze over a ba(h- 
ful countenance, and make it altogether 
ibamelefs. ^as, my child, all thingi 
appear quite different at my death, from 
what they did during my life-time ; and 
the pride of blood and the refentment 
for injured gentility, give place to the 
calls of nature and the feelings of hu- 
manity. 

I intended your fifter 5000 1. But by 
my will I have cut her off with a (hilling, 
leu the villain, her hufband, (hould come 
in f( r any (hare of our fubftance* Where- 
fore I leave you^ in my place, at onc9 

the 
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the brother, the father, and the guardian 
of my dear child j-— and here his burfting 
tears prevented another word. 

As foon as he was more compofed, he 
proceeded : I adjure you, my fon, in the 
name of our common Father, in the 
name of that God to whom I am goingy 
I adjure you, I fay, to keep a conftant 
watch over the conduct of your ftill pre- 
cious lifter, my fon ! and, if fuch a one 
may be found, to keep in fee fome dif- 
creet and pious matron, who may infi- 
Buate into her acquaintance, gain her 
confidence, and preferve her from a fur- 
ther progrefs in the paths of vice; for 
O, the foul of my wrecked child, at this 
hour, is infinitely precious in my eyes. 

I further injoin you, that, in cafe the 
reprobate her huiband Ifaould periih by 
fword, or piftol, or by the gallows, as is 
moft likely, you will pay your fitter the 
^m of ^OQo L but gradually at firft, as 
her neceffities may crave, and the whole 
oir' your affurance' of her return to 
virtue. 

While her brother was fpeaking, Mrs* 
Phoebe had thrown her apron over her 
face, and, by her groans and paffionate 
fobs, prevented his proceeding. At length 
ihe exclaimed. Wretch, parricide that I 
sun ! I have cut ihprt the iacred life of 

C 4 him 
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him who brought mc to the world. Yon 
then loved me, my father'; you ftill conti- 
nued to love me, though I knew it not ;. 
and I have fnurdered the kindeft, the 
tendereft of parents ;' but I will die te 
make atonement, I will not furvive you, 
my father ! 

Mr. Fielding then arofe, and ftepped 
affectionately to his iifter, and, taking her 
in his arms, and mixing his tears with 
hers, endeavoured to confole her* You 
did not, my dearefi fifter, you did not 
murder him, he cried ; you accufe your-' 
felf of faults of which you are no way 
guilty^ Our father was aged, and la« 
boured under a complication of diforders 
that muft ihortly have put a period to 
all that was mortal in him. Be comfort- 
ed then, I fay, be comforted, my fifier I 

When Mr. Fielding had refumed 
his feat, and the violence of his fitter's 
paffion had fubfided, he looked eameftly 
and tenderly at her. I will, faid he, my 
Phoebe, at fome other time, account to 
you for the motive of my barbarity to- 
ward you, and how I was impofed upon 
by the very perfon whom I kept in pay 
to give me intelligence concerning you. 
But tdl me how it comes to pa£ that, 
in my life, I never faw you look fo charm- 
ingly I Even during your infant-years, 

you 
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you never had fuch a fwreet fimplicicy^ 
fuch a heavenly childUhnefs of counte* 
nance as you now have. It is^ (aid Mr« 
Fenton, becaufe (he is the king's daugh- 
ter, Jbe is all glorious within^ and the love- 
linefi of her fpirit informs and fhines 
through her afpeA. — But here is a 
known charader that will fully clear up / 
the matter. — ^And fo faying, he prefented 
him with the letter from Vix. Catharines^ 
when, at the fight of the fuperfcription^ 
Mr. Fielding gave an exclamation of fur- 
prife. — Then, unfolding, he read it in 
deep filence, but by fits and interrup- 
tion J frequently putting, and long hold« 
ing, his handkerchief to his eyes* 

As foon as he had finifhed,— ^ Tes, ^tAf 
my dear Catharines, my brother, he cned^ 
the wifli of my heart Ihall be accomplifh« 
ed for us both. You Ihall have your 
Phoebe reftored to you, and ihe Ihul be 
reftored to you with Benjamin's portion^ 
even a double portion ! — But,p my God, 
how wonderful, how miraculous is all 
this! to have my only child, and my 
only lifter, at once reftored to me by one 
ancl the fame hand! Teach me, teach 
me, Mr. Fenton, by fome new method 
of gratitude, to exprefs a part of the fenfe 
of what I owe you ! 

C 5 T<ia 
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You have already. Sir, cried Mr. Fen- 
ton, done and faid by much too much 
upon that head, and have thereby given 
me great pain inftead of gratification. 
The payment that I get is a treafure htd« 
den from all men, iave him to whom it 
is given. I will not, however, do yoa 
the offence to return to you your bill, 
but (hall difpofe of it in a manner that^ 
I truft, will be nearly as equitable. Mean 
while, my dear friend, I moft cordially 
congratulate you on the fignal evidences 
that have been given of the favour of 
your God to you, and of his watchful 
and intending providence over you and 
yours. I fuppofe you will foon fet out, 
with your amiable iiftcr here, on your 
vifit to your friend and brother the wor* 
thy Mr. Catharines. I fhall heartily pray 
for a blifsful iffue to the union of the 
fainted pair, and I requeft you to favour 
% me with a call on your way» 

Within an hour after, Mr. Fielding fet 
off for London, on horfeback ; and Harry 
acebmpanied his fifter, in -Mr» Fenton's 
po^-chaife, upon a ihort vifit; to his friend 
Ked. 

As iboB - as they were departed, Mr. 
Fenton tooid^paiper, and wrote tKc folk)w> 
ang letter to Mr» Catharines. 

B(vcrcnd 
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Reverend and dear Sir, 

ALLOW a ftranger, but a very 
warm lover of yours, to felicitate 
you with his whole heart od the fuccefs 
of affairs* Our precious Phoebe^ was re- 
ceived with tranfport by her brother, and 
you cannot be more impatient than he 
IS for your union. He generoufly prefent- 
ed me with the inclofed bill for 2000L 
merely becaufe God had appointed me 
an humble inftrument for doing him 
fome little matter of fervice. lliough 
I determiBcd not to accept of any part 
thereof, yet I dreaded to grieve him by 
an avowed retiifal. I therefore reftore it 
to you and your Phoebe, as a matter 
of equity next to that of returning it ta 
himfelf. It is furely full as proper that 
your family ihould take charge of that 
wherewith' Providence had been pleafed 
to entruft them, as that I ihould be en- 
cumbered with the difpofal thereof. And 
indeed^ my dear Sii*, I am already burdened 
with more trufts of this nature than I fear 
I ihali be able duly to account for. 

That your heart may always continue 
where your true treafure is already laid 
up» is the wifli of. 

Dear Sir, &»• :. - 
C 6 When 
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- When he had folded and fealed his let- 
ter, he took bills from his pocket-book 
to the amount of 1 300 1. and, on tiarry'is 
return from London, prefented them to 
him. Here, my dear, £iid he, here is 
ivhat ivill enable you to be more than 
juft to your engagemei^ts, it will enable 
you to -he generous alfo. And I defire, 
my Harry, in matters of charity, that 
you may. never ftint the fweet emotions 
of your heart ; for we have enough, my 
child, and we are but the fiewards of the 
bounty of our God. 

Here Harfy^ s fpeech was flopped, but 
his iilence was more eloquent than a 
thoiifand haranraes. He fuddenly threw 
his arms about his dear dada, and, hiding 
his face in his bofom, he there vented the 
tears of that pleafure, love, and cprati- 
tude, with which he found him£^ af- 
fefted. - 

On the. afternoon of the following day 
Harry and Arabella went to drink tea 
with the widow Neighbourly, who re- 
ceived them with a countenance that 
fpoke an uncommon welcome* Some 
other company liad arrived before them, 
and rofe on their entrance* When all 
were again feated, Mrs. Neighbourly very 
affedionatdy quefiionod Harry concern/- 
inghi8.dadia» 

Oa 
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On hearing the name of Matter Fenton, 
an elderly gentlewoman ftarted : Fray, 
Madam, faid fhe eagerly, is this Matter 
Fenton^ the fon of that noble gentleman 
who lives on the hill ? He is. Madam, 
iaid Mrs. Neighbourly. My God ! ex- 
claimed the ttranger, can this fucklinjg 
be the father of &e orphan and the wi- 
dow ? Is this he who goes about turning 
forrow intojoy? who wipes the tears 
from the affiided, and heaJs the broken 
of heart ? Permit me then, thou beloved 
child of the Father which is in heaven, 
permit me to approach and throw my- 
Idf at the feet of my preferver ! 

So iaying, fhe xofe with a Tapturous 
motion, and, dropping at Harry's knees^ 
fhe clafped his legs and kitted his feet, 
before he could prevent her. 

Poor Harry, much to be {ntied, fat 
aftoniihed, abaihed, and dittf effed to the 
laft degree. At length recoUeding, and 
difeng^aging. himfelf with difficulty. My 
dear Madam, he cried, you hurt me 
greatly, what have I done tnat you fhould 
put me to fo much pain ? 

Babe of my heart, flie cried, I am 
the wife of your Vindex, your own Vin^ 
dex, whom you redeemed from beg- 
gary and flavery ; whom you rettored to 
£is wretched partaer^ whom you rettored 

to 
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to his infant daughter; all pining and pe^ 
riOiing apart from each other, but now 
united by you, my angel ! in joy and 
thankfgiving. 

Here her words were fuffocated ; and, 
throwing herfelf back in her chair, ihe 
was not aihamed to give way to her 
tears, and, putting her handkerchief to 
her face, fhe vented her pafHon aloud. 

Harry then rifing, and going tenderly 
to her, put his arms about her, and kified 
her forehead, and then her lips. Tou 
owe me nothing, my dear Mrs. Vindex^ 
iaid he, I am Hill greatly in your debt ; 
I was the very naughty boy who brought 
your misfortunes upon you. But I am 
willing to make you amende; and that 
will do me a great pleafure, inftead of 
the punifhment which I deferve. 

The tea-table was now laid, and Mrs. 
Vindex gjrcwmore compofed; when i er 
huiband entered, leading his daughter by 
the hand, a very pretty Uttlc girl of about 
fix yearb old. -Harry inflantly fprung 
np, and running, and throwing himlelf 
with a great leap upon him, he hung 
about his neck, crying. How glad I am 
to fee you, my dear Mr. Vindex! Boy 
of bovs, cried Vindex, am I fo blefied 
as to have you once more in my arms ! 

The 
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The company then rofe and fainted 
Mr. Vindex^ and congratulated him on 
his return to his ancient habitation. But 
Harry took him a(ide, and, having cau- 
tioned' him, in a whifper, not to take 
any notice of what ihould pafs, he ftole 
a bill for 160L into his hand, faying 
foftly. It is good firft to be honeft^ fo 
there is what I o\ve you. And here alfa 
is a fmall mater for your daughter; I 
did not know till now, that we had 
fuch a fweet little charge in our family. 
So faying, he flipped to him another 
bill of 50 1. ; and then, turning from him, 
fiepped carelefsly to his feat, as though 
nothing had happened. 

Mean time the aftonifhed Vindex was 
greatly opprcfled. He did not dare to 
offend Harry by any open intimation of 
his recent bounty, and yet he could feel 
no cafe till the fecret fliould be difclofed* 
He therefore ftole foftly to the back of 
our hero's chair, where, unperceived of 
Harry, he difplayed the bills to the com^ 
pany, beckoning, at the fame time, in 
a way that forbade them to take any no- 
tice ; then railing his hands over hi$ 
head, and lifting his eyes toward heaven, 
he blefled his benefactor, in a filently- 
ardent ejaculation, and^^ taking an empty 

ieat, joined in mth thecompany. 

While 
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While they were in chat, the little Su* 
fanna flipped, unnoticed, from befide her 
mamma, and, veering over toward Harry, 
ihe went on one fide, and then on the 
other, and furveyed him all aboiit ; then, 
coming clofer, me felt hb cloaths, and 
next his hands, in a way, as it were, of 
claiming acquaintance with him* At 
length, looking fondly up to his face, 
ihe lifj^ and uid, Me voud kifs oo, if 
oo voud aik me. Indeed then, (aid Har- 
ry, me will kifs oo, fedder oo vill or no* 
And fo, catching her upon his knee, he 
prefied her to his bofom, and kiffed her 
over and over again. 

You all fee, cried Mr. Vindez, it 
is not one of the elders with whom 
our Sufanna has fallen in love. My 
fweet babe, cried Mrs. Vindex, her lit- 
tle heart inftindively led her to her beft 
friend, to the one of all living who beft 
deferved her love. Mifs Sufanna, faid 
Mrs. Clement, put me in mind of fome 
very delicate hues in Milton, refpeding 
our virgin-mother. For ihe alfo ref ufed 
to kifs the lovelieft man that ever was 
created, at leaft tUl fhe was aiked : 



'* And though divinely brought, 

a « a m ^ 



** Yet innocence and virgin modefty, 

!1 Her virtue and the cpnfckiicc ol kicr ww ui, 

*• That 
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** That would be wbo'd, and not unfoiigfat 

** be won, 
** Not obyious, nor obtrufive, but retired, 
" The more dcfirablc." 

It is happy, faid Mrs. Neighbourly, 
for our weakly and over-affeAionat6 fex, 
that God has been pleafed to fix a moni- 
tor within us, who flruggles againft our 
inclinations, who fights againft our af- 
fedions, and is, with difficulty, won 
over to acquiefce in our defires. I know 
not elfe, what might become of the moft 
of womankind. 

But then, faid Mrs. Vindex, are we 
not rather to be pitied, that, even when 
our propenfities are warrantable, we are 
prohibited, by cuftom, from giving any 
mtimation thereof to the objeft ? While 
the licentious . reprobate, man, roves and 
riots at large and unreproved, beyond the 
pale over which it is treafon for us to 
ook. 

1 do not pity you. Ladies, iaid Mr* 
Vindex, 1 do not at all pity you on ac- 
count of any reftraints, that cuftom has 
laid you under, refpeAing chaftity, or 
its environs, called decorum* The chafti- 
ty of woman is the only bafis upon 
which the order, honour, and peace of 
the world can be built. It twifts the fa- 

cred 
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cred and endearing cord of fociety. With* 
out It there could be no amky, no brother- 
hood upon earth. But then furely there is 
much refpefl and tendernefs due to thofe 
from whom fuch advantages are derived. 
Whereas I have obferved, on the con- 
trary, that the raoft amiable of your fcx 
are generally mated to tyrants ; to mea 
who, being born and appointed their 
protectors, pervert every end of nature 
and duty, and treat with injury, coa-^ 
tempt, and infult, the gentle faints whom 
they fhould have cheriihed with their 
jnoftrefpeclful endearments^ 

The quefiion yet occurs, faid Arabella, 
whether your devils of hufbands find us 
angels, , or make us fuch ? Tyrants are 
like files^ they ferve to fmooth and poIi£|i 
whatever they are applied to. I was 
once in company with a man who waf 
called the faint-maker; he had married 
five Ihrews in fucceffion, and made 
- Grizels of every one of them before they 
died. • 

But pray, Ladies, faid Hsm^^ are th«re 
DO tyrants among the wives ? - 1 lately 
took a walk to Tower-hill, and, grow- 
ing hungry, I turned into a lictle (hop 
of groceries* A flender fkinny woman, 
of about four feet high, flood behind 
the counter^ and, taking out a fix-pence^ 

I threw 
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I threw it on the boards and defked her to 

five me the value in almonds and raiiins. 
he had fcarce weighed my mercbandife, 
when a huge jolly-looking Ouaker came 
up to the hatch-door, but (earned fear- 
ful of opening it. The moment the lit* 
tie woman had caft. her eye toward him» 
ihe exclaimed, in a Ihrill and exafperated 
accent. Art tbee there, thou rogue, thou 
hangdog, thou gallows-faced vagabond? 
when, gathering up the whole dignity 
and importance of his perfon, and clap- 
ping a hand on each fide, he cried, witJ^ 
an undaunted air, — I tell thee, Mary^ 
I fear thee not ! — Ah, thou villain, (he 
vociferated, dares thee then, appear ist 
my prefence ? get thee back to thy fel- 
lows and huiTeys on whom thee fpeudai^ 
my fubftance ! Still, however, he kept his 

found, and courageoully repeated, — >- 
tell thee, Mary, 1 fear thee not ! — - 
Not fear me ! Sirrah, iirrah, not fear mei 
fays ihe, we (hall fee that in a twinkling* 
So faying, ihe whipt up the meafuring 

Jard, and, fcudding round the counter, 
le flew to the door. But he was already 
vaniihed as fail as his fat fides would let 
him. And, to teU you the truth. Ladies, 
there was fomething fo authoritative 
and tremendous in the. little body's 

voice 
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Toice and manner j that I was glad to gefe 
out and to fcamper after him. 

The company laughed heartily ; and 
Mr. Vindex added, I forget the hero's 
name, a great general he was, and I think 
a Frenchman. He won et^ery battle 
abroad, but was, fure to be beaten in his 
turn alio, as often as he returned home to 
his wife. 

Well (aid Hercules and the diftaflT, 
cries Harry ; but to the point, the braveft 
man I know is one Peter Patience, a 
currier, who lives in the fuburbs. Mt 
tutor and I were walking one day through 
Iflington, when we perceived the likeli-^' 
hood of a fcuffle at a difiance. 

As we approached, we faw one man 
making up, with great fuij, to another^ 
who would have avoided him, and who, 
retiring backward acrofs the ftreet, par- 
ried his blows, and kept him off as well 
as he could. His enraged adveriary would 
then have clofed in upon him, but, grafp- 
ing his ihoulder with a long and very 
ftrong arm, he ftill held his enemy aloor, 
who nearly fpent all his efforts and blows 
in the air. 

Never did I fee fo living a reprefenta- 
tion of heaven and of hell as was viiible 
in the faces of thefe two men. The 
mufcles of the one were frightfully dif- 

tortedy 
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torted, his eyes {hot fire, and his mouth ' 
frothed with madnefs : while the coun- 
tenance of the other was as a lake, in a 
fummer's evening, that Ihews heaven in 
its bofom, and refledls all the beauties 
of nature around it. 

Be quiet, Ben, he faid, you know 
that I would not hurt you, you know 
that I love you. What a fool the man 
makes of himfelf ! are you not fenfible 
that I could demolifh you with a fingle 
blow, but I cannot find in my heart to do 
it ? Be quiet, Ben, I fay ; I lee you want 
to vex me, but I will not be vexed by 
you, my dear Ben. 

While the gentle Peter was thus ex- 
poflulating with his exafperated friend, 
Mrs. Patience, as it fhould feem, had 
feen all that paffed from an upper cafe* 
ment, and flying down ftairs, and rufh- 
ing out at the door, flie feized her huf- . 
band behind by the hair of his head, and 
tore and cuffed away at a terrible rate. 

Poor Peter, finding himfelf thus be- 
tween two fires, gave a flight trip to his 
male affailant, who inftantly fell with his 
ihoulder againft the pavement, and, lifing 
with difficulty, limped homeward, mut- 
tering curfes all the way. 

Then Peter, turning meekly to the 
lady-mifirels of his houfe, Gatty, my 

love. 
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love, fays Tie, what have I done to pro- 
voke you? — O, flie cried, you mean- 
fpiritea, l^e-hearted, milk-livered pol- 
troon ; I will teach you what it is to 
fiiffer every fellow to pommel you ! 
Sirrah, iirrah, and fiill ihe cuffed, I will 
have you tied down at the foot of the 
market-crofs, with notice on your breaift^ 
for all who pafs to fpit upon you. 

Then quite angry to fee the man fo 
abufed, to whom I nad taken fuch a fan- 
cy, Irufhedin between man and wife, and 
feized Mrs. Patience by both her hands ; 
but, wrenching one of them from me, 
flie gave me a round cuff on the fide of 
my head. I was, however, too well ufed 
to cuffs to matter that much; and £0, 
catching one of her hands in both of mine, 
I gave her a pluck to me, and a foot at 
the fame time, and laid her on the broad 
of her back in the kennel. 

My friend Peter looked quite aftonilhed 
at this, and, fearing what mifi'ht happen 
to me, on the rifing up of his wife, he 
tucked me like a gizzard under the wing 
of a turkey, and off he fcoured with me 
down the fireet, while Mr. Clement alfo 
made pretty nimbly after us, for fear, as 
I fuppofe, that Mrs. Patience, when on 
her legs, might take him for one of our 
company. 

As 
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As foon as we had turned a corner, and 
were out of harm's way, honeft Peter fet 
me down. My ftiend, fays I, if you 
would be advifed by me, you will not be 
in a inighty hurry to go back to your 
wife ; I lee a houfe of entertainment yon- 
der, and I wifh to be further acquainted 
with you. Adad, faid he, you are the 
boldeft Httle body that I ever knew ; you 
performed a feat to-day thi made me 
tremble for you. Had any other man 
though ufed my wife fo — but I pafs that 
matter over ; I fee you are too great a 
hero to be threatened by any one, and 
I fliould confider that you did what you 
did for my fake. 

So faying, we all went into a fort of a 
tavern, and, being fliewn to a little par- 
lour, I called for a pint of white wine. 

. As foon as we were feated, I took my 
new acquaintance very lovingly by the 
hand. My dear friend, faid I, I have 
conceived a great refpeft and fondncls 
for you, and fhould be glad to know wno 
and what you are. I am a currier by 
trade. Sir, and my name is Peter Pa- 
tience. You are Patience itfelf, indeed, 
faid Mr. Clement; but your wife, as I 
think, has taken the wh^ole trade of the 
currier into her own bands. 

Peter 
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Peter laughed and replied. She is a 
dear and a fweet girl as ever lay by the fide 
of a man, and Ihe loves me as me loves 
her own foul. Her blows were fweet 
blows to me, they were the blows of her 
affedion. For, though I did not matter the 
flrokes of my friend Benjamin a fin^^ 
fillip, yet every one of them went to 
her heart, and ihe wanted to frightea 
me frt)m ever taking the like again •- 

But pray, £iys 1, how happened the 
quarrel between you and your friend 
Benjamin, as you call him ? Why, there 
. it is too, faid Peter, he alfo beat me, 
out of his downright ^nd true- hearted 
kindnefs to me. 

As this is holiday among us trades- 
folk, Ben Tefty invited me to the fhare of 
a can of flip, at the Cat and Bagpipes, 
over the way. Juft as we fat down, 
Peter, fays he, I am told that your Gatty is 
with child ; I believe it may be fo, fays I. 
I am glad of it, Peter, with all my heart ; 
and fo now remember that I befpeak my- 
felf goilip. Why, that may happen, fays 
I, juil as matters fhall turn out. If the 
child is a boy, you fiiall be one of the 
godfathers and welcome ; but if it is a 

giri, this cannot be, for my uncle Geofiry 
as already enc;aged himfelf, and I have 
igme expedations from him. And fo^ 
2 iays 
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i^ys he,, you refufe to admit me for your 
goflip. If it is a girl, fays I, you fee 
that I cannot. O, -he cried, 1 had for- 
got, I was a rafcal for propofing it. Yoa 
are of high blood, have high relations, 
and fo fcorn to have connections with a 
poor tradefman like me. That is not the 
cafe indeed, my dear^Ben, but — Damn 
your dears, fays he, I will have no more 
of them ; you are -a covetous icoundFel, 
and value money mare than love. Well, 
fays I, but will you be patient, will you 
hear reaibn, my friend ? Friend, friend, 
fays he, nay curie upon all fuch friend* 
fhips! I fee into you now. You are an 
ungiateful, unloving, cold-hearted vil- 
lain, and' I would fooner be godfather 
to the child of the Turk. So faying, he 
ftruck at me, and repeated his blows 
acrofs the table. But, as I faw that his 
choler was inflaming more and more, I 
got up and retreated, merely intending 
to defend myfelf till his pailion fhould 
be fpent upon me. But you faw what 
happened. Gentlemen, which I am hear* 
tily ibrry for, as I fear that my poor dear 
fellow is much hurt. 

Well, faid my tutor, I have heard ma- 
ny definitions and many difputes con- 
cerning the word Courage, but 1 never 
iaw the thing itielf, till this day. Pray, 
Vol. IV. D . Mr. Peter, 
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Mr. Peter, were you never angry ? Scawe 
ever. Sir, that I remember, at leaft on 
my own account; for I ck) not fear any man 
that fieps upon earth, and what is it then 
that ihould make me angry! A man 
may be angry, faid Mr. Qement, from 
other motives, fure, befides that of fear* 
God himfelf can be angry, and yet he 
cannot poffibly fear. 

I am feelingly aflured. Sir, replied the 
valiant Peter, that God was never angry 
in his whole life, and that is a long time, 
that has neither beginning nor ending. 
Do not you believe the Gofpel ? fays Mr. 
Clement ; the Scripture affures us, ili 2 
hundred places, of the anger of God 
againft impenitent finners. I am the fon 
of a clergyman. Sir, faid Peter, and 
mayhap could quote Scripture as well as 
another. The Scriptures were written 
for man ; but how ihould man undeffiand 
them, if they were not M^itten according 
to liis own language, and to his own paf- 
fions? I will alk you a queftion. Sir, 
Can you be angry at a mite or a worin 
which you can crufh into nothing at plea- 
fure ? I think not, faid my tutor. No, 
certainly, faid Peter, becaufe you cannot 
fear a thing that has not power to offend 
you. Now, all the world is but as a 
worm or mite to God, and neither men 
nor angels can diflurb or affect Jiim ^ith 
2^ ^xv^ 
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any thing, except delight, on their ac- 
ceptance of that happinefs which he de- 
fires to give to all his creatures. 

- Ay but, fays Mr, Clement, you fee 
that God's anger and indignation was fo 
great agaiaft un, that nothing could £a^ 
dsfy for it, fave the death of his be« 
loved Son. Ay but, fays Peter, the Scrip- 
ture, which you quote, tells you that it 
was not hisanger, but his love that fent 
lum to us. For God fo loved the worlds 
(a very finful world indeed), that he gave 
bis only begotten Son to take his death upon the 
crofs. And i am as fully aflured, as I 
am of my own being, that the fame gra- 
cious God, who has already redeemed 
poor finners, would willingly redeem the 
poor devils alfo, if they could but find 
in their hearts to de^re his falvation. 

Here, catching and clafpitig his hand. 
My dear Peter, fays I, 1 embrace and 
wim from my heart that your doctrine 
may ht. true. 1 have many tutors, Mr. 
Peter, and my papa pays them all with 
pleafure for the inilruftions that they give 
me. Tell me then, Mr. Peter, what 
muft he give you for the lelfon which you 
have taught me? What lelfon, my hero ? 
A very precious lelfon, fayi I, a leifon 
that will always teach me to deffife my/elf 
for. a coward whenei^er I Jhall be angry. 

D 2 Pctct 
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Peter then fprung up without fpeak- 
iog a word, and hugged, and clafped, and 
kiiTed me with all his afie<^ons. Then, 
plucking a button from the upper part 
of my coat, I will accept of this token, 
my darling, fays he, and will look at it, 
many a time in the day, for your fake. 

But, Mr. Peter, fays I, I think it would 
* be my advantage to keep up an acquain- 
tance with you, and this cannot be fo well 
done while your dear Gatty is angry with 
me. You muft therefore promife me to 
carry a token to )ier alfo, as an olive- 
branch of that peace which I want to be 
made between us. I will, my love, fays 
he, I never refufe to give or accept the 
favours of a friend. You muft be upon 
honour then, not to rejecl what I offer 
you. I am upon honour, he faid* 

I then flipped ibmething into his hand, 
at which he looked and looked again ; 
and thei^ cried out, from the overflow- 
ings of a good and grateful heart. You are 
eiUier of thi3 blood royal, or ought to be 
fo. For the man was very poor, though 
fo very fenfible and well delcended ; and 
fo he looked upon a little as a great 
matter. 

Here Harry clofcd his narrative, * and 
all the company gathered about him, and 
nearly Imotliti ed him w ith theii' carefles, 

in 
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In which little Sufanna came in for her' 
full (hare. 

On the following day Harry introduced 
his friend Vindex and family to his dear 
papa, who received them with a graci- . 
oufnefs that foon difpelled that awkward 
diffidence and humbling fenfe of obliga- ' 
tions, under which the late unhappy pre-' 
eeptor apparently funk. 

As^ foon as it was known abroad that 
Mr. Vindex enjoyed the patronage and 
good countenance of Mr. Fenton and his 
lamily, his formier friends reforted to 
him ^ his acquaintance was fought by all 
the neighbourhood,- his credit was re- 
ftored", his fchoDl daily increafed, audi 
like Job, his latter end was far more 
bleifed than his beginning^ 

Within a few weeks^ Mr. aiid Mrs.' 
Fielding, with thelt fitter Phoebe, our 
friend- Ned, and' a fpletidid equipage, cal- 
led and breakfafted at Mv. Fen ton's j and, 
foon after, Mr. Fenton and- his Harry, with 
Mr. and Mrs. Clement, attended their 
vifitants to St. Alban's*, whei^e, all together, 
they fpent 'the happieft night : but that 
this happinefs was blended, at times, with' 
the affecting eonfideration of parting in- 
the morning. 

For two fucceeding years and upward, 
Kttle interdling happened, lave that our 

D 3 here 
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hero increafed in ftature and all perfonal 
accomplifhments^ and had happily got 
over the meailes and fmall-pox. He was 
now nearly mafter of the Latin and 
Greek languages* He could outrun the 
rein-deer, and outbound the antelope. 
He was held in veneration by all ma- 
ilers of the noble fcience of defence* 
Hb aAion was vigour, his countenance 
was lovelinefsy and his movement was 
grace. 

Harry, by this time, was alfo verfed in 
moft of the felect and intereding por* 
tions of hiftory. Mr. Clement had in- 
ftrufted him in the ufe of the globes 
and maps ; and, as he there led him from^ 
clime to clime and country to country, 
he brought him acquainted with the diffe- 
rent manners, cuftoms, laws, polities, go- 
vernment, rife, progrefs, and revolutions 
of the feveral nations through which they. 

Safled. Finally, faid Clement, you fee^ 
f after Fen ton, that the mightieft ftates, 
like men, have the principles of growth^ 
as Ukewife of diflblution within their own 
frame. Like men, they are born and die, 
have their commencement and their pe- 
riod. They arife, like the fun, from the 
darknefs of poverty, to temperance, in- 
dufirj, liberty, valour, power, ccnquejlj 
glory ^ OPULENCE, and there is their ze- 
nith. 
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oith. From whence they decline to eafe^ 
fenfuality^ venality ^ vice^, corruption^ cow^ 
ardicei imbecillityy infamy^ flavery. And 
fb good night. 

Mr. Fenton Jiow judged it full time to 
give our hero an in fight into the nature oi 
the conftitution of his own country; a con-* 
ftitution, of whofe conftruftion, poife, ac- 
tion, and counteraction^ the lettered Mr# 
Clement had (barcely any notion, and evea 
the learned in our laws, and the leaders in 
our fenate, but a very confufed one. 
- For this efpecial purpofe he called 
Harry to his clofet. You are already^ 
my love, faid he, a member of the J3r/- 
tijb Jiatej ;md, on that account, have^ 
many privileges to' claim, and many du-' 
ties to perform toward your country ia 
particular, independent of your general 
duties to mankind*/ 

Should it pleafe God to blefs your 
friends with the continuance of your life 
for eight or ten years longer, you^ will 
then be a member of the legiflature of 
Grkat Britain, one of the htgheft and 
moll important truils that can be coafided 
by mankind. 

Here, my Harry, I have penned ot 
rather pencilled, for your ufe, an abftrack 
in miniature of this wonderful conftitu-^ 
tion. But, before I give it^ for youF 

D 4 ftud/ 
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ftudy and frequent perufali I would give ^ 
you fome knowledge of the claims where* 
on it is founded, as alfo of the nature of 
man in his prefent depraved ftate, and 
of his feveral relations as^ a fubjeA and as . 
a fovereign. 

Man comes into this world the weakHl: 
of all creatures, and, while be continues 
in it, is the moft dependent* Nature 
neither clothes him with the warm fleece 
of the flieep, nor the gay plumage of the 
bird ; nor does he come forth in the vigour 
of the fole or the fawn, who, on the- 
hour of their birth, friik about and esull 
in the bleffing of new exiftence. 

Sacred Hiftory, indeed, intimates, that 
man was originally created invulnerable, 
and immo-tal, that the fire could not burn: 
him, flones wound, air blaft, or water 
drown him. That he was the angelio 
lord and comptroller of thi» earth, and: 
thefe heavens thai roll around us ; with 
powers to fee, at once, into the eflences^ 
natures, properties, and diftin^ons of 
things ; to unfold all their virtues, to call 
forth all their beauties, and to rule, fub- 
due, and moderate thefe elements at plea-^ 
fure. 

Thefe truly were* godlike gifts, illu- 
ftrious powers and prerogatives, and well 
becoming an ofispring produced in the 

£Sr£L£SSi 
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EXPRESS IMAGE of an all-potciit, all-wife,» 
and all-beneficent Creator. 

True, Sir, faid Harry, but then we 
fee nothing now of all this greatnefs and 
glory. Man, on the contrary, is him- 
feif fubjccled to all the elements over 
which, you fay, he was appointed the 
ruler; he has every thing to fear from 
every thing about him ; even the infers- 
and little midges fearlefsly attack and 
lling this boafted lord of the creation ; 
and hiltoiy fliews, from the beginning qJF 
the world, that the greateft of all ene^- 
Biies to man is man. 

This, replied Mr. Fenton, is conti- 
nually to remind him of the depraved' 
and guiity ftate into which he is fallen.^ 
Man indeed is now no better than the 
ruins of man -y but then thefe ruins are 
Aifficient to prove the luftre and dignity 
of bis original ftate. When you behold 
the ruins of fome lofty and Ipacious pa- 
lace, you immediately form an idea of 
tlie original beauty and ftatelinefs of the 
firudure. Even fo, in our prefent fee- 
Kle and fractured ftate,. a diicerning eye 
may difcover many traces and fragments 

of man's MAG NIFICENT RUIN, thoUghtS 

that wing infinity ^ apprehenfions that 
reach through eternity; a fancy that 
creates^ an imagination that contains aQi 

D 5 univeriej* 
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univcrfe; wiflies that a world hath not 
•wherewithal to gratify ; and defires that 
know neither ending nor bound. 

I'hefe, however, are but the faint glim- 
xnerings of his once glorious, illumina- 
tion ; all his primitive faculties are now 
lapfed and darkened ; he is become en- 
flaved to his natural fubjefts ; the world . 
is wrefied out of his hands ; he comes 
a3 an alien into it, and may literally 
be called a Jiranger and pilgrim upon 
iarth. 

All other animals are gifted with a ' 
clear knowledge and inftant difcemment \ 
of whatever concerns them. Man's «t- 
moft iv}f2om, on the contrary, is the 
bare refult of comparing and inferring^ % 
mere inquirer called Reafon^ Tifubjiitute ia .j 
the want of knowledge^ a grofer ip the 1 
want of light. He mud deubt before he i 
teafons^ and examine before he decides. 

^hus ignorant, feeble, deeply de- 
praved, and the leaft fufficient, of all : 
creatures, in afiate of independence, maa^ ' 
is impelled to derive fuccour, ilrength^ , 
and even wildem from fociety. 'Whea t 
lie turns a pitying ear and helping hand. | 
to the diilrefled, he is entitled, in Lis.. 
turn, to be beard ' and aflifled. He is. 
intercfled in others; others are intercfied 

i& him* Hill aflediQiid grow more dif* 



The fool of qUALITY. 83: 

fufcd, Iiis powers more complicated ; and, 
in any fociety or fyftem ot i'uch mutual 
benevolence, each would enjoy the 
ftrength, virtue, and efficacy of the 
whole. 

You have, Sir, faid Harry, here drawn^ 
U exceeding fweet pifture of fociety, 
and you know I am but a fool and a no- 
vice in fuch mattersr But, if any other 
man breathing had given me fuch a de- 
fcription, I Ihould, from all my little 
reading, have withftood liim to the face^ 
Look through all the dates and aflocia-' 
tions that ever were upon earth ; through* 
out the republics of Greece, Italy, Alia 
Minor, and others, the mbft renowned for 
urbanity and virtue ; and yet what do you 
find them, fave fo many bands of public 
robbers and murderers, confederated for 
the deftruAion of the reft of mankind ? 
What deflations, what bloodfhed, whaC 
carnage from the beginning ! what a de- 
fight in horrors! what a propenfity ia 
all to inflict mifery upon others! the 
malignity of the fi.^^ds can, I think^ 
jiierce no deeper. 

Neither is thid. Sir, as I take it^ the 
extent of their malevolence. For, when 
any of thefe bands, or dates, as you call 
p^m, have conquered or ilau^tered all 
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ground' them^.they never fail, for want 
of eiuployrnent^ to fall out among them- 
selves^ and cut the throats of their very 
confederates ; and this puts me in mind 
of what is faid by the Prince of Peace, TAe-- 
prince, of this nvorld comet h^ and has no^ 
fart in me. And again he fays to this, 
purpofei the fathers and fons^ and mo- 
thers and daughters, fliall be divided.' 
againft each other, and that a marCs ene-^ 
mies Jhall be thofe of his own houfehold* 

I lately met with a fragment of an; 
epic poem, that ft ruck me wonderfully 
at the time ;. and I recoiled: fome of the.- 
lines, which contain, in my opinion, th&t 
moft genuine, the.trueft pifture that €vert 
was drawn of the ftate of mankind : . 



** Man comes into diis paflibg world ion 
" wcaknefs, 
*« Andxnries forhclpjtaman,— for feeble is he,, 
•♦ And many. are. kisfoes*. Thirft^, hunger/.^ 

" nakcdnefs,. 
^ Difeafes -infinite within his frames ■ 
** Without, .inclemency,. the wratk of fcafons,, 
*« Famines, peftsi plagues, devouring. elements, v 
V Earthquakes beneath,, the. thunders roUina; 

o'«rhim.; 
'* Age and. infirmity on either hand ; 
^ And Death who fh^kes the certain dart- 
. «« behind him4 
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•• Thefe, furely, one might deem, were ills 
'* fufficient. 

•* Man thinks not fo ; on his own race he turns 

«< The force of all his talents, cxquifite 

«< To Ihorten the fhort interval, by art, 

** Which natupc left us. — Fire andfword are in^ 

" His hand, and in his heart are machinationsj^ 

*• For fpeeding of perdition. — Half the worlds 

** Do>vn the fteep gulf of dark futurity, 

** PuflioflF their fellowsj paufe upon the brink, 

^ And then drop after.** 

. Say theoj. my deareft father, tell mCy 
iirhetice comes this worfe than flinty, this 
cruel heartednefs ia^ man ? Why are 
not all like you I Why are they not happy 
in communicating happinefs ? If my eyes 
did not daily fee it- in facl, as well as 
m hiftory, I fliould think it impoifibl6. 
that any one Ihould derive pleafure from, 
giving pain to another^ Can it be more 
hlcfled to deftroy than to prefcrve, to af- 
flict than to gladden, to wound than ta 
heiil ? My heart wrings with regret for 
being cad into a world, where natioa 
againfl nation, family againfl: family, and 
man againll man^ are perpetually em« 
battled, grudging, coveting,, grafping^ 
tearing every enjoyment^ every property^ 
aad lite itfelf from each other. 

' Herr 
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Here Harry, for a while, held his hand-^ 
kerchief to his eyes ; while his fond un- 
cle dropped a filcnt tear of delight, at 
beholding the amiable emotion of his 
beloved. 

Take care, my Harry, rdoined Mr* 
Fenton, beware of the fmalleft tinfture 
of uncharitablenefs. You fee only the 
worfe part, the outward fhell of ' thi^ 
world ; while the kernel, the better part, 
is concealed from your eyes. There are 
millions of worthy people and affectionate 
feints upon earth ; but they are as a king- 
dom within a kingdom^ a grain within 
a huik ; it requires a kindred heart and 
a curious eye to difcover them. Evil in 
man is like evil in the elements ; earths 
quakes, hurricanes, thunders, and light* 
nings are confpicuous, noify, glaring; 
whue Goodnefs, like warmth and moi-^ 
fture, is filent and unperceived, though 
produfHve of all the beauties and bene- 
fits in nature. 

I once told yoUy my darling, that all 
the evil which is in you belongs to your- 
felf, and that all the good which is in you 
belongs to your God : That you cannot^ 
in or of yourfelf, fo much as Uiink a good 
thought, or form a good wiih, or oppofe 
a fingle temptation or i^il motion of an^r 
kind.. And what I then £ud of you may 

' ^ ^ equally 
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equally be faid of all men, and of the 
higheft angels now in blifs. 

No creature can be better than a era- 
*oing and dark defire. No efforts of its 
own can poffibly kindle the fn>aireft por- 
tion of light or of love, till God, by 
giving himfelf, gives his light and love 
into it. 

Here lies the eternal difference between 
evil and good, between the creature and 
the Creator ; the fpirits who are now in 
darknefs, are therefor no other reafon, but 
for their defire of a proud and impoffi* 
ble independence, for their reje6ting the 
light and love of that God, in whom, 
however, they live, and move, and have 
their defolate being. 

God is already the fulncfe of all pof- 
fible things ; he has, therefore, all things 
to give, but nothing to defire. The crea- 
ture, while empty of God, is a wanting 
defire; it has all things to crave, but 
nothing to bellow. No two things, in 
the univerfe, can be more oppofite, ^lore 
contrafled. 

Remember, therefore, this diflinAion in 
youri'elf and all others ; renvember, that, 
when you feel or fee any inftance of felfilK- 
nefiy you feel and fee the coveting, grudg-* 
ing, and grappUng of the creature : but 
(that when you feel or fee any inftance of 4)e- 
•cvolence^ you ieel and fee the informing 
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influence of your God. All poflible vice 
and malignity fublifls in the one; all 
poflible virtue, all poflible beauty, all 
poflible bleflednefs fublifts in the other. 

As God alone is love, and nothing but 
love ; no arguments of our own can rea- 
fbn love into xis, no cfibrts of our owa 
can poflibly attain it. It muft fpring up,, 
within us, from the divine bottom or 
fouree, wherein our exiftence (lands ; and 
it muft break, through the dark and nar- 
row womb of SELF, into fentiments and 
feelings of good-will for others, before 
this child of God can be born into the 
world. 

Self is wholly a miser; it contra^te 
what it poflfeflfes, and at the fame time 
attrafls all that it doth not poflTefs. It at 
once ihuts out others from its own pro* 
pofed enjoyments, and would draw into 
its little whirlpool whatever others enjoy. 

Love, on the contrary, is a giving^- 
not a craving ^ an extanfton^ not a contract 
tion ; it breaks in pieces the condenfing 
circle of self, and goes forth in the de- 
lightfulbefs of its defire to blefs. 

Self is a poor, dark, and miferable 
avaricioufnefs, incapable of enjoying what 
it hath, through its grappling and grafp-- 
ing at what it hath not. The impoflibi- 
lily of it» holding all things makes it en- 
vious* 
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Tious of thofe who are in poffeffion of 
any thing, and envy kindles the fire of 
hcU, wraths and wretchednefs throughout 
its exigence. 

Love, on the other hand, is rich, en- 
lightening, and full of delight. The 
bounteoufnefs of its wilhes makes the 
infinity of its wealth. And it cannot 
fsiil of finding (without feeking or re- 
quiring) its own enjoyment and bleffed^ 
nefs, in its defire to communicate and 
difiufe bleffing and enjoyment. 

But is ir not. Sir, a very terriWe thing, 
laid Harry, for poor creatures to be evif, 
by the neceffity of their nature ? 

Why, anfwered Mr. Fen ton, how do 
you ^^nSh, that matters fliould have been 
managed, my Harry ?' 

That all. Sir, at once fhould have been 
made fo wife and good, a^ never poflibly 
to be othcrwife to all eternity. — What, 
infinitely wife, and powerful, and good, 
and happy ? — As near to infinite, Sir, 
as poflibly could be. 

Any thing lefs than infinite, replied 
Mr. Fenton, muft fall infinitely Ihort 
of it. 

But, fuppofing that God had made his 
creatures infinitely and neceflarily wife, 

Ewvn ful, and happy ; then here would 
vc been, as it were, an infinity of dif- 

tia£t 
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tin<5t beings and feparate wills, ununited 
by any connexion, undifciplined, and un<- 
arrayed by any fubordination ; and fhould 
any caufe of contention arife among then% . 
the uoiverfc muft have been turned into 
a more horrible hell than any that fancy 
hath ever yet formed. 

1 fee. Sir, faid Harry, I fee in all lightsf- 
that my wifh was abfurd, impoflible^ and 
ridiculous. 

Your error, my Harry, confifledin thi&.r 
You took the emptinefs, darknefs^ and 
defire in the cieature, to \)t the evil of 
the creature. They are, indeed, the only 
poflible caufe of evil in or to any crea« 
ture, but they are exceedingly far from 
being an evil in themfelves j they are, on 
the contrary, the only, the neceffary and in- 
difpenfable foundation, whereon any crea- 
turely benefit can be built. It is extremely 
good for the creature to be foor, and weai^ 
and empty ^ and darJi^ and deftring ; fot 
hereby he becomes a capacity for being 
fupplied with all the riches y powers y glories^ 
and blejfednefs of his God. 

As God is every where (in and of him- 
felf) the fulnefs of all poffible beings and , 
beatitudes, he cannot create any thing 
independent or out of himfelf ; they can* 
not be but by being both in him and by 
him. Could it be otherwiie, could any 

creature 
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creature be wife, or powerful, or happy, 
in and of itfelf, what a poor and ftinted 
happineis muft that have been ? Its bleff- 
ednefs, in that cafe, muft have been 
limited, like its being ; and how in- 
finitely, my child, fhould we then have 
fallen (hort of that eternal weight ef glor^ 
intended for us ? But God has been gra- 
cioufly pleafed to provide better things. 
If we humbly and defiroufly depend upon 
him, we become entitled to all that he has 
and that he is. He will enlighten our 
darknefs with his own illumination ; he 
will inform our ignorance with his own 
wifdom J his omnipotence will become 
the ftrength of our weaknefs \ he himfelf 
will be our reftitude and guide from all 
error ; he will purify our pollution \ put 
his own robe on our nakednefs; enrich 
our poverty with the heart-felt treal'ures 
of himfelf; and we flball be as fo many 
mirrors, wherein our divine Friend and 
Father fhall delight to behold the exprefs 
image of his own perfon, his own per- 
fediohs and beatitudes reprefented for 
ever! 

O Sir, exclaimed Harry, how you gkd- 
deu, how you tranfport me ! I fliall now 
no longer repine at my own weaknefs, 
or blindncfs, or ignorance, or infuffici- 
ency of any kind } lince all thefe are but 

as 
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as fo many veffels prepared to contaiift' 
pearls of infinite price, even the riches,' 
the enjoyment and fulnefs of my God. 
Never will 1 feek or defire, never will 
I accept any thing lefs than himfelf. 

Tou muft, my child ! faid Mr. Fcntoa,. 
you are fiill in the flefh, in a carnal and 
propertied world; your old man muft 
be fed, though not pampered ;• it muft 
be mortified, but notflain. 

You read, in the third chapter of Ge- 
nefis, how our firft father lulled after 
the fenfual fruits of this world ; how he 
wilfully broke the fole commandment of 
his God ; how he added to his apoftafy 
the guilt of afpiring at independence ; 
how he trufted to the promife and virtut 
of creatures for ra-iking him equal in 
godhead to the Creator; how in that day 
he died the fearfulleft of all deaths, a 
death to the fountain of life, light, and 
Jove within him ; and how his eyes were 
opened to perceive the change of his 
body into groffnefs, corruption, difeafe, 
and mortahty, conformable to the world, 
to which he had turned his faith, and into 
which he had caft himfelf. 

Now, had man continued in this ftate, 
his fpirit, which had turned from God into 
its own creaturely emptinefs, Jarknefs, 
and defire, mull have fo continued for 

ever,. 
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ever, in its own hell and mifery, without 
the poilibility of exciting or acquiring 
the finalleft fpark of benevolence or vir- 
tue of any kind. But God, in com- 
paiEon to Adam, and more efpecially in 
compaffion to his yet unfianing progeny, 
infufed, into his undying efTence, a fmall 
embryo or reconception of that lately- 
forfeited image which, in creation, had 
borne the perfeft likenefe of the Creator. 
iFrom hence arifes the only capacity of 
any goodnels in man. And, according 
as we fupprefs or quench, or encourage 
and fofter this heavenly feed, or infant 
ofispring of God within us ; in fuch pro- 
portion we become evil, malignant, and 
reprobate j or benevolent, or replete with 
divine propenfities and aSeclions. 

Now, Harry, let us turn our eyes to 
our grofsand outward man, for, as I told 
you, it muft be cared for and fuilained 
agreeable to its nature ; and it is well de j 
ferving of our attention ; forafmuch as 
it is the huik, the habitation and temple 
of that godlike conception which, when 
matured, is to break forth into never^ 
ending glory. 

. Lauly, This fame outward man is fur- 
ther to be regarded by U3>- forafmuch as 
his infirmities, frailties, diflemperatures, 
affliftions^ aches, and anguifhes are fo 

iaumately 
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intimately felt by his divine inmate, that 
they occafionally excite thofe thoufand 
focial charities, relations, and endear-, 
ments that, with links of golden love^ 
conned the brotherhood of man. 

Tt is therefore worth while to inquire 
into the claims and rights of this cloie, 
tliough grofs companion, at leaft fo far 
as may be requifite for his neceflary, if 
not comfortable, fubfiftence upon earth. 

We find, that God has intrufted' him 
with ///Jr, liberty J and ftrength to acquire 
property for his fuftenance. It is there- 
fore lus duty to preferve all thefe trufb 
inviolate ; for, as they are wedded to his 
nature, what God hath fo joined let no man 
put a/under. ^ 

If thefe were not, my Harry, the na- 
tural, inheritable, and indefeauble rights 
of all men, there would be no wrong, 
no injufiice in depriving all you ihould 
meet of their liberty, their lives, and 
properties at pleafure. For all laws that 
were ever framed for the good govern- 
ment of men, (even with the divine de- 
calogue), are no other than faint tran- 
fciipts of that eternal law of benevo* 
LENCE, which was written and again re- 
traced in the bofom of the firlt man, 
and which all his pofterity ought to ob- 
ferve, vidthout further oUigation. 

The 
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The capital apoftle, St. Paul, bears 
tcftimony alfo to the imprefllon of this 
LAW OF RIGHTS Oil the confcieiices and 
hearts of all men, where he fays, in the 
iecond chapter of his epiftle to the Ro- 
mans, ^^ Not the hearers of the law are 
•* juft before God, but the doers of 
" the law fljaU be jnftified. For, when 
** the Gentiles, which have not the 
** law, do, by nature, the things con- 
* tained in the law, thefe, having not 
•* the law, are a law unto themfelves ; 
** which fliew the work of the law wkit- 

** TEN IN THEIR HEARTS, their COn- 

" fciences alfo bearing witnefs, and their 
** thoughts, the mean while, accufing or 
"•* elfe excufing one another,** 

But, Sir, interrupted Harry, I am 
quite aftoniflied at the falling off of the 
^ther of makind. So infinitely bene- 
fited and obliged as he was, fo necefla- 
rily dependent alfo on his omnipotent 
Benefactor ; how. fooliih, how bafe, how 
ungrateful, how unpardonable, as I think, 
was his wonderful apoftafy ! Wretched 
creatures that we are ! no found branch, 
to be fure,' could ever fpring from fp de*- 
bafed, fo cankered a flock. 

Let us not be prone to judge of 
others, my Harry, I am conhdent, as 
I am of my being, that, had you or I 
keen in the cafe and place of Adam^ we 
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Ihoiild have fallen in like manner. He 
liad an old and a very ful)tle adveriarj 
to deal with. He felt himfelf powerful^ 
glorious, and happy. He had no notion 
that his prefent ft ate could change f(K the 
worfe. He was yet a novice in exift.ence.- 
He could form iio conception of the de- 
pravity, pains, and mort^ty that; after- 
ward enfued« And he was ftrongly 
tempted by the fenfual objeAs from with- 
out, and by the emotions of his creature- 
ly nature within him. But of this I am' 
auured, Harrv, that, if he was the great- 
eft finner, ne was dlfo the greateft 
and moft contrite penitent that ever 
exifted ; as the compariibn of his firft 
with his latter ftate muft have given him« 
the moft poignant and bitter compunc- 
tions, and muft have -cauied him, with 
tenfold energy, to cling to that rock 
from which he was hewn, butfrom whence 
he had fallen. 
. I have already ihewn you, Harry, that 
every man has a right m his perfon and 
proparty, and that this right is natural, 
inheritable, and Indefeafible. No con- 
ient of parties, no inftitution, can make 
any change in this great fundamental law 
of right ; it is univerfal, invariable, un- 
alienable to any man or fyftem of men. 
It is only defeaiible in particular cafe^s, 

as 
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es where one man, by aflailing the fafety of 
another, juftly ibrfeits the title which he 
iad to his own fafety^ 

If human nature had ever fallen into 
a ftate of inordinate appetence, all laws 
and legal refiraints would have been as 
needled and impertinent as the ftudy and 
j)ra£Uce of phyfic, in a country exempt- 
fid from mortality and difeafe. But, 
forafmuch as .all men are tyrants by na- 
ture, all prone to covet and grafp at the 
rights of others ; the ffreat law of safe- 
ty 1 a ALL can no otherwife be affured, 

.than BY THE RESTRAINT OF EACH FROxM 
DOING INJURY TO ANY. 

.On this lamentable occalion, on this 
lad rieceffity of man's calling for help 
againft man, is founded every intention 
and end of civil government. Ail laws 
-that do not branch from this ftem, are 
•caakered or rotten. All political edifices 
.that are not built and fullained upon this 
foundation, of defending the weak againfi 
tb€ opprejfor^ muft tumble into a tyranny 
even worfe than that anarchy which is 
called the ftate of nature, where indi- 
viduals are unconnected by any focial 
band. But, if fuch a fyftem could be 
framed, whereby wrong fliould, not be per- 
mitted or difpenfed with in any man, right 
would confequently enfue, and be enjoyed 

Vol. IV. E by 



{ 



98 The FOOL of qUALITT* 

by all meoy and this would be the per* 
feclion of civil liberty. 

Sir, fays Harry, I have heard fome 
very learned men affirm, that God, in 
\i'hom is the difpofal of all fives and all. 
properties, has given to fome a right of 
ruling over others ; that governors arc 
his vicegerents and reprefentatives upoa 
earth ; and that he hath appointed the 
defcendible and hereditary rights of £|f 
tliers over families, of patriarchs over 
tribes, and of kings over nations. 

In a qualified fenfe, my Harry, their 
aflirmation may be juft. AM the agents, 
and inflruments, and difpenfers of bene- 
ficence, whether their fphere be fmall or 
great, are God's true reprefentatives and 
vicegerents upon earth. He hath given 
authority .to the tendemefs of parents over 
their progeny ; and he hatn invefted pa- 
triarchs and kings with the rights of pro- 
tedion. But God never gave the vulture 
a right to rule over the dovecote ; never 
gave up the innocent many for a prey to the 
tyrannous few^ God never can take 
pieafure in the breaches of the law of his 
own righteoufnefs and benignity. Ar- 
bitrary regents are no further of his ap- 
pointment than the evils of earthquakes 
and hurricanes, as where he is faid to give 

the 
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•ibe wicked a king in his anger ^ and to fit 
9ver the nations the bafijl of men^ 

The God of all ri^ht cannot will wrong 
to any. His firvice is ferfeSl freedonim 
It is lus pleafure to deliver from the land 
9f flavery and the houfi of bondage. He is 
the God of equity and good will to all 
liis creatjures* He founds his own au« 
thority, not in power, but beneficence. 
The law therefore of fafety and well- 
1)eiag to all is founded in the nature of God 
Jiimfelf , eternal^ immutably ^ and indifpenfable. 

One man may abound in ilrength, au- 
thority, poffeffions; but no man may 
have greater right than another. T he 
beggar has as much right to his cloak 
and his fcrip, as the king to his ermins 
aad crown4ands 

To fence and to eftablifli this divinely- 
inherent right of SECURITY TO THE PER- 
SON and PROPERTY OF MAN, has been the 
ftudy and attempt of Hermes, Confucius, 
Minos, Lycurgus, Solon, Numa, and of 
all the legiflators and fyftems of civil 
polity, that ever warmed the world with 
a iingle ray of freedom. 

But fo ftrong is the propenfity to ufur- 
pation in man; fo dangerous is it to 
tempt truftees with the inveftiture of 
power ; fo difficult to watch the watchers^ 
to rejirain the rejhainers from injullice ; 

E 2 that. 
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that, whether the government were com- 
mitted to the ONE, the few, or the makt, 
the parties intrufted have generally pro- 
ved traitors, and deputed power has al« 
moft perpetually been feized upon as 
y property. 

Monarchy has ever been found to rufh 
headlong into tyranny ; arijlocracy into 
faction and multiplied ufurpation ; and 
democracy into tumult, confufion, and 
- violence- And all thefe, whether diftinft. 
or compounded with each other, hav6 
ended in the fupremacy of fome arbitrary 
tyrant, enabled, by a body of military 
mercenaries, to rule, opprefs, and fpoil 
the people at pleafure. 

How England hath come, after the 
many wrecks and ruins which you have 
read of in hiftory, to furvive, to recover, 
to grow founder from her wounds, and 
mightier from her difcomiitures ; and 
to rife fuperior, as we truft, to all fu- 
ture external and internal attempts ; hath 
been owing' to the peculiarity of her 
conftitution. 

Her contfitution, it is true, is not yet 
quit, perhaps never ought to be quit of 
fome iateftine commotions. For, though 
liberty has no relation to party ,^diflen- 
fion, or cabal againft government ; there 
is yet a kind of yeft obfervable in its 

nature. 
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nature, which may be necefTary to the 
fermentation and working up of virtue to 
the degree that is requiute for jthe pro- 
ducUon of patriotifm and public fpirit. 
But, when this yeft of liberty happens to 
light upon weak or vapid tempers, they 
are immediately affected, like fmall-beer 
Calks, and raye and boil over in an abun- 
dance of fadious fputter and turbulence.^ 
Party and faction therefore, being the 
icum and ebullition of this animating 
yeft, are fure figns and proofs of the life 
of liberty, though they neither partake 
n9r communicate any portion of its be- 
neficence > as rank weeds are thf proof 
of a hot fun and luxuriant foil, though 
they ' Aie th e deteftable confequence of the 
one and the other. 

I will endeavQur to image and exem- 
|£fy to you the nature and tendency of 
thefe commotions, by bringing fome of 
our old plays lo the memory of my . 
Harry. 

Firft, there's Robin's alive ani> 
ALIVE LIKE TO BE ; // he dies in my handy 
my mouth Jh all be bridle dj my back Jh all be 
faddledy with flicks^ and ftonesy and marrow^ 
bones J andfent to the kin^s black hall. 

This is always fuppofed to be the fa- 
vourite diverfion of the children of a 
free people. Where the flick, which is 

E 3 fired 
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£red at one end, aud handed ibo}s,t 
through the fociety, reprefents the lighfe 
and com^fort which they derive from; 
LIBERTY, and which they endeavour t(^* 
keep alive, by the quicknjjfs of com- 
munication-, and by the fupplies of their 
own breath. 

They all pleafe themferves with the- 
affurance that liberty is not only alive^. 
but alive like to be y and they denounce 
the moft heavy and tremendous confe*^ 
quences againft any who fhall fuffer it to^ 
expire in their hands. Their mouth is^^ 
firft to be bridled, they muft not dare ta 
fpeak or even mutter their complaints j 
and, iftcT being laden with all kinds of 
grievances and oppreffions, they are ta 
be led to the gloomy receptacles of their- 
infulting proprietor, there to be further 
dealt with according to his pleafure. 

Four corners and a fool is a moft 
apt and animated reprefentation of thofe 
perfonal and felfilh competitions that ne« 
ver fail to intrude in the freeft ftates.^ 
Where the nieaning and import of the 
feveral contefts amounts to the Jingle quejiion 
of. Who Jhall he in place? and where all 
^bo get iuj are allowed a prefcriptive 
right of laughing at the expence of thofe 
who are kept out.. 

your 
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. Your favourite play of foot-ball 
h a moil perfect image, or rather coun- 
-terpart, of thofe dmeniions and op- 
pofitions that are entitled parties, and >. 
which are almoft peculiar to the Britilb 
confiittition. 

As foon as the parties for foot-ball 
are formed, each enters as aflFeftionately^ 
as zealoufly, as furioufly in the intereils 
of all, and every of the poffe, with whom 
he is connected, as though they were 
fo many limbs of his proper perfon. 
Though townfmeUy friends^ brothers, 
fiiould be arrayed on the oppofite iide,^ 
k makes no abatement of warmth or 
hoftility. All concerns of kindred and 
country, all memory of former attach- 
ments are inftantly caft afide, or abforbed 
in the engagement and eager&e& for con* 
^cft . They enter upon aAion j they 
run, labour, fweat, wreftle* While the 
BALL, which each party endeavours ta 
bear away from the other, reprefents* 

the PUBLIC INTEREST (MT COMMON^WEALy 

which is toiTed and bandied to and fro, 
and kicked about, and almoft rent to 
rags in the heat of the contention. 

It is, however, obfervable, that, in thefe 
FOOT-BALL couflifts, there arc certain^ 
iouKPARiEs entitled GOALS, emblematical 
of the CONSTITUTION,, within which the 

E 4 parties^ 
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parties are injoined to limit their cony 
tention : and, when fome extravagant zadi 
difiblute fpirits have wantonly l>Grne away 
the ball beyond the faid bounds, w-e hava 
ieen both parties join in purfuit of fuch 
vagrants^ in order to recover and brings 
back the ball to the regulated and ap* 
pointed fphere of its aftivity. 

The pacific inilitution of water my" 
CHICKENS COME CLOCK, fecms au inven- 
tion of eaftcrn policy, and calculated 
rather to recommencl an obfequious de* 
pendence on Aiiatic defpotifm, than as*' 
any hieroglyphic of the freedom o£ 
Grecian', Roman, or Gothic common- 
wealths. And yet the time may come 
when, even in Britain, a minifter may 
anfe who fliall have the art and addrefs* 
to bribe and corrupt a majority of the 
legiflature with the money of their con- 
ftituents. He will thereby be enabled ta 
take the lead at the head of the repre* 
fentatives of the nation ; when all Jhall 
follow him in implicit and orderly frocejfton^ 
each duly and decently attending the pofteriorsr 
cf him who immediately precedes in the ar^- 
rangi ment. 

N . J w, Harry, let us return to the great 
object firft propofed, an objeft in which: 
you are moft intimately concerned ; and 
which, I truft, you will iavariably affert 

and 
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and fupport, even the liberties and 
claims of the meaneft of your country- 
men. 

Salus populi — Public safety — 
Security to the persons and pro- 
perties OF the people, conftitutes the 
whole of England's polity. Her^: em- 
pire is iMPERiuM LEGUM, thc fway of 
law ; it is the difpenfation of beneficence, 
of equal right to all; and this empire 
rifcs fupreme over king, lords, and com- 
moners, and is appointed to rule the 
rulers to the end of time. 

Other ftates, before now, have beeo , 
compounded, like ours, of prince^ peers ^ 
and people i the one^ few^ and many united. 
But the error and failure of their conftitu- 
tion was this : The people, who are the 

FOUNTAIN OF ALL POWER, cithCF rctaiu* 

ed, in their own hands, an authority 
which they never were qualified to wield % 
or deputed it to trufiees without ac« 
count ; without a provident refource o£ 
due referve of potency, when thofe in" 
trufled with government Jhall be found ta 
betray. 

Thc people of England, on the con- 
trary, claim no authority in government } 
neither in the framing, adminiftration^ 
or execution <rf the laws, by which they 
confent to be governed. They arc thcnoi* 

^ E ^ ielves 
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felves imaged, and^ asitwere, epitomlfed^ 
in their three feveral eftates. The king 
rcprefents their majefty, the lords their 
nobility, and the commons, more imrne*- 
diately, their legiflative power. The con- 
ftituUon is the inheritance of them and 
their pofteiity ; and theirs is the right 
and duty» al all times, to watch over^ 
aflert, and reclaim it» Wherefore, as 
you find in hiflory, when any of 
the eflates have ufurped upon the 
others ; even "when all of them together 
have dared to violate the frame of this 
falutary conftitution ; the people, to whom 
it belongs, have never failed, as on the 
other day's revdution,. to reflore and 
reinftate it. 

England^s three eftates, of king, lords, 
2nd commons, are parts of the people^ 
under covenant vnth the people, and ac- 
countable to the peojde ; but the people, 
as a peo^, make not any of the faid- 
efiates^ They are as a perpetual fbun* 
tain froHi. whence the three eftates arife ^ 
or rather as a fea of waters, in whiclL 
three exalted walres fliould claim pre- 
eminence^ which yet fliali not be able 
to depiutt from their fund, but, ia 
Totatioh, are diflbluble and x^folvable 
'^lerdiiu. 
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Thus, howv-ver complicated the fyftem 
of England's polity may be, it is all 
rooted in and branches from the trust 
OF THE PEOPLE, the truft of powers 
which they have granted to be returned 
in protection. And, in truth, it makes 
little difference whether the powers, in 
fuch cafes, be granted or aflumed : who^ 
ever cither receives or aflumes fuch 
powers, fave to the ends of beneficence,^ 
IS equally guilty ol ufurpation and ty- 
ranny. 

Government can have no powers, fave 
the powers of the people ; to wit, thq 
power of their numbers^ ilrength, and 
courage, in time of war i and m peace, 
of their art and induftry, and the 
wealth arifing therefrom. Whoever af- 
fumes to himfelf thefe powers, or any 
part thereof, without the confent of the 

J3roprietors, is a robber, and ihould, at 
eaft, be divefted of the fpoil. 

On the other band, if fuch powers 
are granted by the people, the people 
cannot grant them for purpofes to which 
they themfelves cannot lawfully apply 
them. No man, for inftance, can ar-r 
bitrarily diljpofe of his own fife or li« 
berty, neither of the whole produ^ of 
Ins own labours ; forafmuch as the lives* 
fMf himfelf and his family, ihould be firft 

£ ^ fufiainedi 
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fufiained thereby, and his obligations 
to others fairly and fiiUy difcharged. 
He cannot, therefore, grant an arbitrary 
difpoial of what he hath not an arbitrary 
difpofal in himfelf. Much leis can any 
man grant a power over the lives, liberties, 
or properties of other people, as' it would 
be criminal and highly puniihable in him- 
felf to aflail them* 

Hence it follows, as evident as any 
ol:ge& at noon, that m man^ or body of 
tnen, can rightfully affumc^ or even accept, 
what no man^ or body of men^ can rigbt'^ 
fully grants to wit, a power that is ar- 
bitrary or injurious to others. And hence 
it neceflarily follows, that all ufurpations 
of fuch powers throughout the earth, 
with all actual or pretended covenants, 
trulls, or grants, for the inveiliture or 
conveyance of fuch illicit powers, are 
null aiid void, on the execution ; and 
that no man. or nations of men, can 
poflibly be bound by any confents or 
contrads everfive of the laws of God 
and their own nature, of common fenfe and 
general equity, of eternal reafon and truth. 
I beg pardon, Sir,, fays Harry, for 
interrupting you once more, but you 
defire that I ihould always fpeak my 
mind with freedom. You have delight- 
ed me greatly with the ac^^ount which 

you 
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you give of the benefits and fweets of 
liberty^ and of its being equally the claim 
and birthright of all men; and I wiih 
to Heaven that they had an equal enjoy- 
ment thereof. But this you know, Sir, 
is very far from being the cafe, and that 
this animating jire^ which ought to com- 
foft all who come into the world, is 
now nearly extinguiihed throughout the 
earth. 
O Sir, if this divine, this golden 

LAW OF LIBERTY WCre obf^rvcd, if ALL 
WERE RESTRAINED FROM DOING INJURY 

TO ANY ; what a heaven we fhould fpee-. 
dily have upon earth ! The habit of fuch 
a reftraint would, in time, fupprefs every 
eoiotion to evil. The weak would have 
the mightinefs of this law for their fup« 
port, the poor would have the benevo^ 
fence thereof for their riches. Under 
the light and delightfome yoke of fuch 
a reftraint, how would induftry be ca* 
couraged to plant and multiply the vine 
and the fig-tree! how would benignity 
rgoice to call neighbours and ftrangers to 
come and fearle&ly partake of the fruits 
thereof 1 

How has the facred name of all-bene- 
fiting LIBERTY been perverted and pro- 
faned by the mouths of madding dema- 
. gogues at the head of their ibouting ,rab- 

Ue> 
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We, who mean no other than a licentious 
unmuzzling from all reftraint, that they 
may ravage and lay defolate the vrorks 
and fruits of peace. 

But liberty, in your fyftem, is a real 
and eflential good ; the only fource, in* 
deed, whence an^ good can arife. I 
fee it, I revere it, it fliines by its 
own light in the evidence of your de* 
fcription. 

How is it then. Sir, that there arc- 
perfons fo blind, or fo bigotted againft 
their own interefts and thofc of their 
fellows, as to declaim with much ener«' 
gy and fludied argumentation againft 
this divine, inheritable, and indefeafible 
T]fi;ht (not of kings, as fhould feem, but) 
or human kind ? 

1 lately happened in company with a 
number of difcontenfedly -looking gentle^ 
men, whom I fuppofedto have been abet- 
tors of the late King James, and friends 
to the arrogating family of the Stuart^.^ 
Among them was one of fome learn- 
ing and great clevemefs, and he pa- 
raded and ihewed away, at a vafl rate^ 
concerning the divinely-inherent right 
of monarchs, implicit fubmiilion, paf^ 
five obedience^ noo-fefifiance, and what 
voir 

Our 
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Our God, faid he, is one God i and 
the fubftitutes of his mightinefs fhould 
refemble himfelf ; their power ought to 
be abfolute, unquefHobed, and undivi-* 
ded. The fun is his glorious reprcfen- 
tative in the heavens, and monarchs 
are his reprefentatives and mirrors upon 
earth, in whom he is pleafed to behold 
the refleftion of his own majefty. 

Accordingly we find that the monarchs, 
over his chofen people, were of his fpe- 
cial appointment, and that their perfons 
were rendered facred and awfully invio- 
lable, by un^on, or the fhedding of 
hallowed oil upon them. Many mif- 
carriages and woful defaults are record* 
ed of Saul, as a man; yet, as a kih^, 
he was held perfeA in the eyes of his 
people. What an unhefitating obedi* 
CDce, what a fpeechlefs fubmillion do 
they pay to all his behefis ! Though 
lie ma£(acred their whole priefthood^ 
to a man, in one day, yet no murmur 
was heard; no one dared to wag a 
tongue, and much lefs to lift a finger 
againft the Lord's anointed. 

I own to you. Sir, that this laft ar- 
gument daggered me; fuch an exprefs 
authority of the Sacred Writings put me 
nrhoUy to filence. Say then, my dcareft 
fiUher^ give me the benefit of your en- 
lightening; 
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lightening fentiments on this head, that 
I may know, on all occafions, to ^ve, 
to all men, an account of the fohticcil 
faith that is in me. 

It is extremely furpriiing, rejoined 
Mr. Fentpn, that all our lay and ec- 
clefiaftical champions for arbitrary power, 
who have raifed fuch a duft, and kept 
fuch a coil about the divine^ hereditary^ 
and indefeafible right of kings, and tne 
unconditional duty of pajftve obedience in 
the fubjeA, have founded their whole 
pile of argument and oratory on the 
nvjNE APPOINTMENT of the regal go- 
vernment of the Jews, as the per- 
fed model and enfample whereby aH 
other ftates are, in like manner, re^ 
quired to form their refpedive govern- 
ments. 

Now, if thefe champions had en- 

Siged on the oppofite fide of the que- 
on, and had undertaken the argument 
againft arbitrary power^ they could not 
have done it more effedually, more 
conclufively, more unanfwerably, than by 
ihewing that arbitraay power was 
the very evil fo difpleafing to the na- 
ture of God, that he exhitated his om- 
nipotence, in a iines of public and afto- 
nifhing wonders, in order to deliver 
this very people from the grievance 

thereof^ 
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diereof; and mpre efpecially to pro* 
claim to all nations and ages the detefta- 
tion in which his eternal justice holds 
all lawhfs difpenfations y all afts of sove- 
nEiQN powEn that are not a£ts of pro- 
tection. 

Could thefe champions, again, have, 
better enforced the argument againft 
arbitrary power^ than by fhewing that 
this people, fo miraculoufly infranchifed, 
but now fat and wantonly kicking un- 
der the indulgence of their God, had 
taken a loathing to the righteoufhefs of 
the difpenfations of their deliverer, had 
rejected him (as he affirms) frorrt reign^ 
ing over them ; and had required a 
RING, *like to the kings of the neigh- 
bouring ' nations ? the very evil from 
which God had redeemed their fore- 
fathers. 

Could thefe champions further have 
better demonArated the miferies, the 
iniquities, the abominations of fuch a 
govemment, than by reciting the ex- 
poftulations, the tender and earneft re- 
monftrances of God himfelf, on the fuf- 
ferings that thefe rebels were about to 
bring upon themfelves from the enor- 
mities of an arbitrary and unlimited fove* 
rdgnty? And, laftly, could they have 
better recommended, to the free and vir-* 

tuous, 
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tnoDs, to ftand out, to the death, againft 
arbitrary oppreflion, than by fhewing the 
cbftinacy ot thefe apoftate Jews, whea 
they anfwered to the compaffionating 
expoftulations of their God, — Nay^ but 
we will have a king, like all the nations^ 
to rule over us f 

Nothing, my Harry, can be more an^ 
accountable, more aftoniflung, than the 
perverfenefs of that flilFnecked nation. 

They daily drank the bittereft - dregs 
of flavery ; they had been galled by 
double chains ; and had groaned under 
an unprecedented tyranny and oppreflibn^ 
They cried out ta their God,, and he- 
miraculoufly delivered them from the 
land of their mifery^ and from the- boufe of 
their bondage. Tet, on the firft cravings 
of appetite, thefe foul-fenfualifed wretches 
defired to be returned to their chains 
and their ftejh'fots ; and longed to groan 
and gormandife in their old fty^ 
■ Hereupon God gave them fiefh and 
bread to the foil ; and he brought them 
into a land flowing with milk and honey, 
and abounding with all the good things 
of this life. He made them a free and 
Ibvereign people, difcomfited their ehe<« 
mies before them, and informed their 
judges with his own fpirit, for the dii^ 

penfation of righteouiheis } infomuch that 

everyt 
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mry man fat under his own vtne{ and did 
what toas right in his own eyes. And yet 
they lafcivioiifly petitioned to be fub- 
jefted to a ftate of abfolute defpotifm ; and 
this, for no affigned reafon, fave becaufe 
k was the fafliion ; Make us a king to 
judge us^ like to all the nations around 
us. 

Here God, in the fame aft, approves- 
his attributes of mercy and relu6lant ju- 
ftice to his erring creatures. He puniflies 
their rebellion by no greater a fevcrity 
than the grant of their requeft. 

*^ And the Lord faid unto Samuel„ 
** Hearken unto the voice of the people 
** in all that they fay unto thee ; for they 
** have not rejefted thee, but they have 
* rcjeftcd nae, that 1 fhpuld not reiga 
^ over them Howbdt, proteft fo- 
^ lemnly unto them, and ihew them. 
^ the manner of the king that ihall reiga 
^ over them.. 

^^ And Samuel told all the words of the 
^ Lord unto the people that aiked of hint 
^ a king. And he faid,* This will be the 
^ manner of the king thsd: fiiaU reigns 
«• over you t 

<^ He will take your fons, and appoint 
^< thent for himfelf, for his chariots, and 
^ to be his horfemen ; and fome fhall 
^ run before his chariots. And he will 

^ appoint 
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^ appoint him captains over tboufand^ 
** and captains over fifties, and will fet 
^' them to ear his ground, and to reap 
** his harveft. And he will take your 
** daughters to be confeftioners, and 
^' cooks, and bakers. And he will take 
•* your fields and your vineyards, and 
** your olive-yards, even the beflt of 
^ them. And he will take your men^ 
«« fervants, and your maid-fervants, and 
** your goodlieft young men, and your 
^ afTes, and put them to his work, and'' 
*< ye ihall be his fervants. And ye fhall 
** cry out in that day, becaufe of your 

king which ye fhall, have chofen you ^ 
*< and the Lord will not hear you in that 

day. 

Neverthelefs, the people refufed ta 
** obey the voice of the Lord and of 
*' Samuel ; and they faid. Nay, but wc 
** will have a king over us.** 

And now, Harry, what do you gather 
from all thefe facred authorities i I gather. 
Sir, anfwered Harry, from the exprefe 
and repeated declarations of Holy Writ, 
that whoever he he, whether fovereign 
or fubjed, who doth not wiih that all 
men mould be limited and reftrained 
from doing injury to any, is a rebel to 
the Will of the God oi beneficence, 

and 
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and an enemy to the .wELL-«mNG of 

HUMAN KIND. 

, You have, exclaimed Mr. Fenton, 
you have, in a few words, fpoke the 
whole of the matter. On what you 
have faid hang all the law and the 
prophets. 

Again, my dear, continued Mr. Fen- 
ton, it is evident from the hiftory, that 
the Jews thcmfclves did not pay the 
fmalleft regard to the divinely-here^tary . 
right af kingjbip. Both David and So- 
lomon, the lecond and third in fucceflion, 
were eftablifhed on the throne in direft 
contradiftion of fuch pretended rights 
And on the fucceilion of Rehoboam, the 
fourth king, ten of the twelve tribes re- 
pent^ of their fubmiflion to an ar^ 
piirary monarchy^ and required the king 
to confent to a limitation of his autho" 
rityj and to enter into a contrail with the 
people. 

** And they fpake unto Rehoboam, 
** faying, Tliy^ father made our yoke 
•* grievous : Now therefore make thou 
** the grievous fervice of thy father 
^* and his heavy yoke, which he put 
.^* upon us, lighter, and we will fcrve 
** thee/* 

But, when Rehoboam, by the advice 
^ his^flcck>hcadcd miniftry, refufed to 

covenant 
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covenant with the people, the ten tribes 
cried out, ** What portion have we ia 
«< David? neither have we inheritance 
*< in the fon of Jefle; to your tents^ 
<< O Krad !'* And thus the ten tribes re- 
volted from the arbitrary domination 
of the houfes of Saul and David. For^ 
as the (acred text fays, the cause vas 

PROM THE LOmX. 

Now, when thefe ten tribes &nt and 
called Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, and 
made him king over Urael ; it is moft 
evident, that they obliged him to limit 
the regal authority^ and to covenant with 
them for the rdtofation and re-ejlablifb'- 
ment of thdr popular rights. For, in 
the fixfh fucceffion, when Ahab fat upon 
the throne, the regal prerogative had not 
yet fo far ufurped on the confiitution(d 
rights of the people^ as to entitle Ahab 
to deprive his iubjects even of a garden 
of herbs. 

^^ And Ahab faid' unto Naboth, Give 
-** me thy vineyard, that I may have it 
^^ for a garden of herbs, becaufe it is 
*' near unto my houfe ; and I will give 
*^ thee for it a better vineyard ; or, if 
^ it feems good to thee, I will give thee 
** the worth of it in money. But Na- 
*' both faid to Ahab, The Lord forbid 
^^ that 1 fhould give the inheritance qf 

" my 
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^ my fathers unto thee. So Ahab came 
^ Into his houfe heavy and difpleafcd, be- 
^ caufe Naboth had faid, ( will not give 
'* to thee the inheritance of my fathers* 
^ And he laid him down upon his bed5 
^ and turned away his face, and would 
** eat no bread/' 

Here we fee that the people of lirael 
had fo far recovered their originally in- 
berent and hereditary rights j that the regal 
iftate had not the privilege of wrefting, 
nt>m any fubjed:^ fo much as an herb- 
garden. 

This was a mortifying circumftance to 
royal elevation ; but power is feldom 
unfruitful of expedients. A method 
was found of rending away Naboth^s 
property (without his confent) under 

COLOUR OF THE LAW TO WHICH HE HAD 

CONSENTED. He was falfely impeach- 
ed, and forfeited his life and inheri- 
tance together. But God, by the fignal 
puniihment which he inflided, for this 
breach on the natural right of his peo- 
ple^ evidenced to the world how dear 
they are in the eye of eternal ju- 
stice. 

How deplorable then, my Harry, is 
the fupprejion of thefe rights, now near- 
ly univerfal throughout the earth,! But, 
when people, from their infancy, and 

from 
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from generation to generation, have been 
habituated to bondage, oppreffion, an;d 
fubmiflion, without any tradition or md» 
morial (delivered down to them of a 
happier or more equitable manner of 
life, they are accuAomed to look on 
themfelves, their pofleffions, and their 
progeny, as the rightful property of their 
rulers, to be difpofed of at pleafure; 
and they no 'more regret the want o£ 
a LIBERTY, that they never knew, thaa 
the blind-born regret the want of ths 

JLIGHT OF THE SUN* 

Before I give you this paper that 
I have in my^ hand, this epitome or 
pid:ure in miniature of the incompara- 
ble beauties of the Britannic conftitution^ 
it may be requifite to premife a few 
matters. 

Travellers, when they furvey a grand 
Egyptian pyramid, are apt to inquire 
by whom tiie fiupendous pile was erect- 
ed,, and how long it hath flood the af* 
faults of time? But, when nothing of 
this can be developed, imaginatioa runs 
back through antiquity without bounds, 
and thence contemplates an objeft, with 
peculiar veneration, that appears as it 
were to have had no beginning. 

Suck 
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/ Such a (Iruc^re is the confiitution of 
^reat BritaiD. No records diicover when 
>it had a commencement ; neither can any 
annals ipecify the time at which it was 
not. 

Willifim the Norman, above feven 
hundred years ago, on his entering into 
the ORIGINAL CONTRACT with the people, 
engaged to govern them according to the 
bona et approbate aniiqua regni leges ^ the 
good, weU^approved, and ancient laws of 
die longdom ; this conftitution was there- 
fore ancient, ^ven in ancient times^ 

More than eighteen hundred years are 
now elapfed fince Julius Caelar, in the 
£xth book of his Commentaries, bore 
•teftimony as well to the antiquity as 
^excellency of the fyftem of the laws of 
Britain. He tdls us, that the venerable 
order of the Druids, who then adiiii- 
niftered juftice throughout Gaul, derived 
their fyftem of government from Bri- 
tain ; and that it wascuftomary for thoie, 
who were defirou^ of being vericd in the 
£ud ancient inftitutions, to go over to 
Britain for that purpofe^ 

Csefar feems to recommend, while he 
Specifies, one of the laws that was then 

g^culiar to the conftitution of Britain* 
e tells you, that, if a woman was 
VOJL* IV. F fufpcfted 
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fiifpecled of the death of her hufband^ 
ihe. was quefiioned thereupon with feve* 
rity by her neighbtmrs ; ami that, if ihe 
was found guilty, ihe was tied alive to 
a flake, and burned to death. The very 
kw ufed in Britain, by a jury nf neigh^ 
bourSy to this day. 

. It is hence very obvious, that our 
Gothic ancefUxTs either adopted what 
they judged excellent in the British. 
CONSTITUTION, or rather fuperadded what 
was deemed to be excellent in their 
own. 

The people who went under the ge- 
neral name of Goths, were of many dif- 
ferent nations, who from the northern 
poured down on the more fouthern parts 
of Europe. 

Their kings were, originally, chiefs 
or generals, appointed to lead voluntary 
armies, or colonies, for the forming of 
new fettlements in foreign lands ; and 
they were followed by a free and inde- 
pendent multitude, who had previoufly 
ilipulated that they ihould fhare and en- 
joy the pofTeflions which their valour 
ihould conquer. 

Next to the general, in order, the 
officers or principal men of the army 
were attended on fuch expeditions by 

their 
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•Acir kitisfolk, friends, and dependents, 
who chefe to attach themfelves to their 
^perfons and fortunes refpeftively ; and 
fuch attachments gave thele officers great 
power and confideration. 

On -their conqueft or fcizure of any- 
trad: or country, a certain portion there^ 
of was allotted to the general, for the 
itaaiatenance of'his perfon and houfehold. 
The general then divided the remainder 
among his officers, to hold of him, in 
fief^ at the certain fervice of fo many 
koife or foot, well armed or provided, 
f!yc. and proportioned to the value and 
extent of the land affigaed. And the 
£iid officers again parcelled out the greateft 
part of the iaid pofleiilons among their 
refpeftive followers, to hold of them- 
felves, in like manner and fervice as th^ 
• held ef their gener^. 

On -the cenquefl of a country, they 
Seldom chofe to exterminate the natives 
or old inhabitatits, but allotted to them 
aUb feparate remnants of -the land, and 
admitted them to the common and equal 
.participation of fuch laws or ufages as 
they brought from their own country, or 
chofe to adopt. 

Independent of the military fervices 
above referved, the prince or chief fur- 

F 2 tuer 
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ther referycd the civil fervicc or perfonaft 
attendance of his feudatory officers^ at 
certain times and for certain terms, at 
his general or national court. This court 
was compofed of three ejiates^ the prince j 
the nobles^ and fuch of the friejlhood^ 
whether Pagan or Chriftian, as held VEt ' 
jief from the prince ; ^nd from this kA» 

TIONAL COUNCIL OUR PARLIAMfiHT tOOk 

its origin* 

The feudal officers alfo, on their pait^ 
referved the like fervice and perfonal 
attendance of their proper tenants andt 
vaffals at their refpeftive courts of ju- 
dicature* And foi-afmuch as in fuch 
courts no civil or criminal fentence could 
take place, till the voice of the judge 
was affirmed by the courts which con- 
fifted of fuch as were peers ^ or equals 'H 
the party accufed\ from thence we derive 
our free, ancient, and facred inftitution 
qi JURIES* 

If we look back upon one of thoie 
jief or feudal kings, ieated high on his 
throne, and encircled with all tlie eniigns 
of royalty ; when we find him entitled 
the lole proprietor of all the lands 
within his dominions ; vhen we hear his 
fubjc&s acknowledge, that he alone is 
the fountain frcm whence are derived 
Z aU 
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nffl pofleffions, rights, titles, diftinAions, 
and dignities ; when' we fee his moft^ 
potent prefects and nobler, with lifted 
hands and bended knees, fwearing fealty 
at his feet; who would not take him^ 
fbv an arbitrary and moft abfolute^ 
prince ? 

. Such a judgment, however, would have 
been very premature. No prince could 
be more limited. He had not the licence 
of doing hurt to the perfon or property 
of the meaneft vafial throughout his do- 
minions. But was he the lefs powerful, 
think you, for being lefs abfolute ? C^ite 
the contrary. While he acted within 
the fpherc of his compact with the peoples- 
he afted in all the perfons and powers 
of the people. Though prefcribed with 
rcfpeck to evil, the extent of his bene- 
fcencc was wholly un confined. He was 
not dreaded indeed, but on that account 
he was the more revered and beloved by 
bis fubjeds. He was a part of them- 
felvcs ; the principal meml^er of their 
body. In him they beheld with delighc 
their own dignity and ftrength fo glori- 
oufly reprefcnted ; and, by being the pro- 
prietor of all their hearts, he became the 
matter of all their hands. 

F 3 O, exchimect 
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O, exclaimed Harry », .^ho 'WouM vnShL 
after thift, to be unreflxained from any 
kiad of eyil-? How fnghtfril'^ how de^ 
tefiable is that power which i» not- exer-- 
cifed in a£b of benevolence alone !# And 
all who pleaie may be. infinite in thci 
firetch of a good-will., 

l>ue, my- dear, faid Mr«. Fenton; — ^ 
I have now, continued he, given you thtf 
rough and unformed rudiments of oiu! 
Britannic ccnjlitution. And here I delives 
to yx)u my little model of the finifhed 
confiruclioB thereof, as it now (lands on 
the revolution juft achieved by his prefenft 
glorious Majefiy King William. 

Your reading has informed you, and 
may further inform you of the feverat 
fleps and ftruggles whereby this great 
buiiners was finally effeded. It was not 
fuddenly brought to pais ; it was the work 
of many ages v while Britain,, like Antxus^ 
ihough often defeated, rofe more vigorous 
and reinforced from every foil^ Of time9> 
long pafled what fiupendous charaders !. 
what facred names I what watchful coun- 
cils ! what bloody efiufions-! what a peo« 
pie of heroes ! what fenates of (ages 1 
How hath, the invention of nature beei^ 
ftretched! bow have the veins of the 
ipaliant been exhaufi^ed,^ to form, fupport,. 

reform^ 
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nrfbrm, and bring to maturity this nn^ 
^mmpled conftitution, this coalefceneer' 
and grand effort of every htunan virtue^' 

S&ITISH LIBERTY ! 

\\Here follows Mr* Fenton^s Jhort fyftemr 
rf the beauties and benefits of our cort^ 
ftitution. Buty if the reader loves amufe^ 
ment preferable to injlruflion^ he is at 
liberty ta fafs it over^ and proceed in^ t4)e 



r 4 thi 
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The REGAL ESTATE- 

THE KING, ia the confiitutloa; 
of Great Britain, i& more prbperl]! 
the King of than a King aver the people^ 
united to them, one of them^ aad con* 
tained in them. At the fame time that 
he is acknowledged the head of theirr 
body, he is their principal fervant or^ 
minifler, being the depute of their exe-^ 
cutivc power. 

His claim to the throne is not a claims 
as of fome matter of property or perfonat* 
right ; he doth not claim, but is claimed: 
by the people in their parliament ; and he 
is claimed or called upon, not to the in* 
veftiture of poffeffions, but the perform- 
ance of duties. He is called upon t(p 
govern the people according to the laws by 
which they themfelyes have confented to 
be governed ; to caufe juftice and mercy 
to be difpenfed throughout the realm;, 
and, to his utmofl, to execute, proteft, 
and maintain the laws of the .gofpel df 
God, and the rights and liberties of alL 
the people without diftinclion.. — And 
this he fwears on the gofpel of God ta 

perform*. 
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perform. — And thus, as all others owe 
allegiance to the King, the King himfelf 
oweth allegiance io the conjiitution. 

The exiftenee of a king, us one of the' 
three eftates, is immutable, indifpenfable^ 
and indefeafible. The Gonftitution cannot 
fubfift without a king.. But then his per- 
fbaal claim of poffeffion, and of heredi- 
tary fucceffion to the throne, is, in feveral 
inilances, precarious and defeafible: As 
in cafe of any natural incapacity to 
govern ; or of an open avowal of prin- 
ciples incompatible with the conftitution ; 
or in cafe of overt-a<5ls demonftrative of 
fuch principles; or of any attempt to 
iap or overthrow a fundamental part of 
that fyftem, which he was called in^ and 
conftituted, and fworn to maintain. 

Though the claim of all kings to the 
throne of Great Britain is a limited and 
defeafible claim ^ yet the world can a& 
ford no rival, in power or glory, to a 
ionftitutivnal fovereign of thete free do<- 
Biinioas. 

For the honour of their own body, 
Ihey have invefted this their head with all 
poffible ifluftration. He concentrates the 
rays of many nations. They have clo^ 
fhed him in royal robes, and circled his 
kad '^th a diadem^ and exxthroned him 

F 5 Q» 
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'' en high. And they bow down.' before 
the. mircor of their own maje^-. 

Neither are his the* mere enfigns- 09 
external £hew9 of regency. He is in- 
-vefied alfo witJi powers much more real: 
tiian if they were abfoliite. 

There are three capital' prerogativesL^ 
with which the king is mtrufted, which,, 
at firft fight, appear of fearful and dan- 

freroua tendency y and which muft infiaiU 
ibly and quickly end in arbitrary domi^ 
nion, if they were not counterpoifed andi 
eounterad:ed. 

His principal^ prerogative is, ta make.^ 
war or peacet, as alfo treaties, leagues^ 
and alliances^ "mth foreign potentates* 

His< fecond prerogative is*, to nominate* 
and appoint all minifters smd fervants a£ 
ilate, all judges- and adminiftratorss of: 
jufiice, and all officers,, civil .or. military^ ^ 
throughout thefe pealms.. 

His third capital prerogative is, diat be* 
fiiould have the whole executive power cf:' 
the government of thefe nations^ by his 
iaid minifiers and oficttrs^ bbthr civil and' 
military.. 

I might here alio have added a: fourth ; 
prerogative, which muft have been capi-* 
tally everfive of the conftitutioB, had it 
adt been limited in the original-^ trufl;. 

Imeai^i 
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I mean a power of granting pardon to 
criminals; Had this power been un- 
reflrained, all obligations to juftice might 
be abfolved at the king's pleafure. An 
evil king might even encourage the breach 
of law. He muft, unqtieftionaWy; have* 
difp^nfed with all illicit acls that were 
perpetrated by his own orders j and this 
aflurance of pardon muft as unqueftion- 
ably have encouraged all his minifters- 
and officers to execute his will as the only, 
rule of their obedience. 

But, God and our glorious anceftors* 
be praifed ! he is reftrained from protedl- - 
ing his beft beloved minifters^ when they 
have efiefted or even imagined the da*' 
mage of the conftitution; He is alfo" 
limited in appeals brought by the fub-^ 
jecb for murder or robbery. But, on 
indictments in his own name,- for oflPences ^ 
againft^ his proper perfon- and govefin- 
ment^ fuch as ' rebellion^ infurredion, 
riot, and breaches of the peace, bymur-- 
do^, maim, or robbery, &t. here he is at 
liberty to extend the arm of his notercy, . 
fbrafmuch as there are many cafes fo cir- 
camftanced, fo admiffive of pitiable and- 
palliating confiderations, XhdXfummumjus^ ? 
or ftridl juftice, might pvofvc/umma ir^- 
kiria. or extreme injufticet 

E 6 Afli 
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All pardonable oStnces are difiinguifii^ 
ed hy the title of crimina liefa majtjlatis^ 
Jins againji the king. All unpardonable 
ofiences are diftinguiihed by. die title of 
crimina lafa, liberiatisj Jim againji the con* 
ftitution. In the firft caie the injury is 
prefumed to extend no further than to^ 
one or a few individuals ; in tlie fecond 
it is charged as a fin againft the public,, 
againft the coilecHve body of the whole: 
people Of the latter kind are nuifances - 
that may endanger the Uves of travellers- 
on the highway ; but, more eapitaUy, 
any imagination,, proved by overt-aft of* 
evU advice, tending to change ^the nature 
or form of any one of the three eilates p 
or tending to vefi: the government, or the 
adminiftration thereof, in any one or 
any two of the faid eftates independent" 
of the other ; or tending to ndfe armies,, 
or to continue them, in time of peace,, 
without the* confent of parliament; or 
tending to give any foreign flate^ an ad- 
vantage over tbefe realms by fea. or by 
land, ^c. 

The king hath alfo annexed to his- 
dignity many further very important 
powers and prerogatives;, though they 
4or aftt fo intimately, interfere vnth the 

a>aftituti(NQr: 
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cttifiitution as Che capital prerogatives^ 
above recited. 

He is firft confidered as the original 
proprietor of all the lands^ inr thefe king- 
doms 'r and he founds this claim^ as wdi. 
cm the conqueft by William the Norman, 
as by the limited kings or leaders of our 
Gothic anceftors. 

Hence it comes to pafs, that all lands^ 
to which no fubjedr can prove a^ title, are 
fuppofed to-be in their original owner, 
and are therefore, by the conftitution, 
vefted in the crown.- On the fame prin- 
ciple aUb the king is entitled to the lands 
ef alt perfons who die without heirs ; as- 
alfo to the pofTeffions of all who are cen* 
vicled of crimes fubverfive of the con-- 
fiitution or public weaL 

His perfon, while he is king or m*' 
clufive of the firft eftate, is conilitution-^ 
ally facred, and exempted from all ads 
of violence or conflraiut. As one of the 
cflaces alfo he is conftituteda corporation^ 
and his fejie meipfoj or written teftimony,. 
amounts to a matter of record. He alfo 
cxercifes, at prefent, the independent pro-^ 
vince of fupplying. members to the fecond 
eftate by a new creation, a very large accef<r 
fion toais original powers. Biihops alfo are" 
BOW appointed and nominated by theking,, 

wotheF 
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afiother canfiderable additioa to the royaf » 
prerogative. His is the fole prerogative^ 
to coin or imprefs money, and to fpecify-y- 
change, or determine the current value 
thereof J and for this pnrpctfe he is fup- ' 
pofed to have referved, from his original' 
grants of lands, a property in mines of' 
gold and filver, which are therefore called 
royalties. 

As he is one of the three con ftitutionat' 
efiates, no adion can lie againft him iii 
any court; neither can he be barred of" 
his title by length of time or entry. 
And thefe illufirations of his dignity caft 
rays of anfwerable privileges on his royalc 
confort, heir apparent, and eldeft daugh- 
ter. 

The king hath alfo fome other inferior^ 
and conditional powers, fueh as of in-- 
ftituting' fair& and markets ; and of ifTu*- 
iag patents for fpecial or perfonal pur- 
pofes, provided they ihall not be found^ 
to infringe on the rights of others; He 
is alfo intrufted with the guardianfhip of ' 
the perfons and pofleffions of idiots and • 
lunatics without account. 

I leave Im Majefty's prerogative of a 
negative voice in the tegiflature ; as alfo • 
his prerogative (or rather duty) frequent— 
IjF to call the two other ellates to par- 
liament^^ 
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fiament, and duly to continue, prorogue; 
and diSjolve the fame ;. till ( come to fpeak 
of the three eftates^ when ia fuch par* 
liament aflembled. 

Here then we find that a king of Great 
Britain is conftitutionally invefted with 
every power that can. poffibly be exerted 
in a(fls of beneficence; and that while 
he continues to move within the fphere of 
his benign appointment^ he continues to 
be conftituted the moil worthy, moft 
Kiighty, and moft glorious rcprefentative 
o( Omnipotence upon earth. 

IN treating of the fecond and third 
«ftate, I come naturally to confider what 
thofe reftraints are, which, while they are 
greferved inviolate, have fo happy a ten- 
dency to the mutual profperity of princo 
and pfeople.. 



The ARISTOCRATIC A L, m: 
SECOND E&TA.TE. 

TH E N O B.I LI T Y, or fecon<t 
cftate, in the conftitution of. Great 
Briton, is originally repjefentative. The 
members were ennobled by tcaurcy . and 
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not by writ or patent i and they were hold*- 
en in fervice to the crown and kingdom^ 
for the rcfpecUve provinces, counties, or 
baronies, whofe name thcj bore and 
which they reprefented.^ 

A title to be a member of this fecond 
eftate, wa& from the beginning hereditary •- 
The king could not anciently either create 
or defeat a title to nobility. Their titles 
were not forfeitable, fave by the judg:- 
dient of their peers upon legal trial ; and,, 
when any were fo deprived, or happened 
to die without heirs, the fucceilion was 
deemed too important ta be otherwife 
filled, than by the concurrence of the* 
three eftates^ by the joint and folemn^ 

act of the PARLIAMEMTy OT C0MMUN& 
COKCILIVM REGNI. 

Thefe truths are attefted by many an* 
cient records and parliamentary a6ls* 
And, although, this moll: highly- ennobling 
cuftom was, at particular times, infringed 
by particular tyrants, it was inviolably 
adhered to by the beft of our Englifh 
kings, and was obferved even by the 
word, excepting a few inftances, till the 
feign of Heflry Vll. who wiflied to. give 
coniequence to the third eftate^ by de« 
doding from the honours and powers q& 
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la truth it is not to be wondered, that 
toy kings, who were ambitious of ex- 
tending their own power, fliould wife to 
break and weaken that of the nobility, 
who had diftinguifhed themfelves by fo 
many glorious ftands for maintenance of 
liberty and the conftitution, more par- 
ticularly during the reigns of John^ 
HenVy III. Edward IL and Hichard 11. 

Till Henry VII. the nobles were look- 
ed upon as ib many pillars whereon the 
people refted their rights. Accordingly 
we find, that, in the coalition or grand 
compadl between John and the coUeftive 
feody of the nation, the king and people 
jointly agree to confide to the nobles the 
fupenntendance of the execution of the 
great charter, with authority to thent 
and their fucceflbrs to enforce the due 
perfonnance of the covenants thereia 
comprized. 

What an illuArating diftinAion muft it 
have been, when patriot-excellence alone 
(approved before the country in the field 
or the council) could give a claim to no- 
bility ^ and compel, as it were, the united 
cftates of king, lords^ and commons, to 
call a man up to the fecond feat in the 
gpvernment axid fieerage of the nation ! 

Such: 
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Such a preference muft have proved' aiF 
unremittinj^ incitement to the cultivation 
and exercile of every virtue, and tofuch 
exertions, achievements, and a6ls of 
public beneficence, as fhould draw a man 
forth to fo a fhinin^ a point of Ught, and 
iet him like a gem m the gold of the con« 
llitution. 

The crown did not at once affume the 
independent right of conferrine nobility. 
Henry III. firit omitted to call fome of 
the barons to parliament who were per- 
fonally obnoxious to him ; and he iuued 
his writs or written letters to fome others . 
who were not barons, but from whom he 
expected greater conformity to arbitrary 
meafures. Thefe writs, however, did not 
ennoble the party till he was admitted, 
by the fecond eftate, to a feat in parlia* 
ment ; neither was fuch nobility, by writ, 
hereditary. 

To I'upply thefe defects, the arbitrary 
miniflry of Richard II. inirented the me- 
thod of ennobling by letters patent, at 
the king's pleafure, whether for years or 
for life, or in fpecial or general tail, or 
in fee-fimple to a man and his heirs at 
large. Thb prerogative, however, was 
thereafter, in many inilances, declined 
and difcontiaued, more particularly by 

the 
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confiitutional King Henry V. tUl' 
meeting with no oppofition from the other 
two eftates, it has fucceflively defcended^ 
from Henry VII. oh nine crowned faeads^ 
through a prefcription of near a century 
and an half. 

Next to their king, the people have 
allowed to their peerage feveral prir 
irileges of the moft uncommon and illur 
ftrious diilindion ; their Chriftian names, 
and the names that defcended to tbem 
from their anceftors, are abforbed by 
the name from whence they tak« their 
title of honour, and by this they mak^ 
their fignature in all letters or deeds* 
Every temporal peer of the realm is 
deemed. a kinfman to the crown. Their 
depofition on their honour is admitted in 
place of their oath, fave where they per- 
fonally prefent themfelves as witneffes of 
fsicb, and faving their oaths of allegiance, 
fupremacy, and abjuration. Their perfons 
are at all times exempted from arrefls, 
except in criminal cafes. A defamation of 
their charaAer is highly puniihable, how- 
ever true the faiEls may be and deferving 
of cenfure.. During a feffion of parlia- 
ment, all adiions and fuits at law againft 
peers are fufpended. In prefentments or 
indictments by grand juries, and on iru- 

£eachments 
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|>eachments by the houfe of Commons, 
peers are to be tried by their peers alone ^ 
for in all ctiminal cafes they are privi* 
leged from the jurifdicHon of inferior 
courts, excepting on appeals for murder 
or robbery. Peers are alib exempted 
from ferving on inquefts. And, in all 
civil caufes» where a peer is plaintiff, 
there muft be two or more knights in^ 
pannelled on the jury. 

The bifliops, or fpiritual lords, have 
privilege of parliament, but have not the 
above privileges of -perfonal nobility. 
In all criminal cafes, faving attainder and 
impeachment, they are to be tried by a 
petit-jury. Moreover biihop do not votej 
in the houfe of lords, on the trial of any 
perfon for a capital crime. 

All the temporal and fpiritual nobler 
that compofe the houfe of lords, how* 
ever different in their titles and degreed 
of nobility, are called peers ("paresj or 
equals ; becaufe their voices are admitted 
as of equal value, and that the vote of 
a bifhop or baron Ihall be equivalent to 
that of an archbifhop or duke. 

The capital privilege (or rather prero- 
gative) of the houfe of peers confifts in 
their being the fupr erne csurt of judicature^ 
to whom the nnal deciiion of all civil 

caufes^ 
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caufes are confided and referred, in the 
laft refort. 

This conjiitutional privilege is a weighty 
eounterpoife to his Majefty's fecond pre^ 
rogative of appointing the adminijlrators cf 
juftice throughout the nation ; forafmuch as 
judges (who are immediately under the 
influence of the crown) are yet intimi* 
dated from infringing, by any fentence, 
on the laws or conftitution of thefe realms, 
while a judgment, fo highly fuperior to 
their own, impends. 

The fecond ^great privilege of the houfe 
<if peers confifts, in their having the fole 
judicature of all impeachments com- 
menced and profecuted by the commons* 
And this again is a very weighty coun« 
terpoife to his Majefty*s third prerogative 
rf the executive government of thefe nations 
by bis nunijiersy fihce no minifter can be 
to great, as not juftly to dread the co- 
mings under a judgment, from which the 
mightinefs of his royal mafter cannot 
proteft.him. 

The third capital privilege of the houfe 
of peers fubfifts in their (hare, or par- 
ticular department of rights, in the le« 
giflature. This extends to the framing 
of any bills, at their pleafure, for the 
purpofes of good government j faving 

always 
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always to the Commons their incommu- 
nicable right of granting 'taxes or fub- 
fidies to be levied on their conflituents. 
But on fuch bills, as on all others, the 
houfe of lords hisive a negative ; a happy 
counterpoifc to the power both of lung 
and commons, ihoiild demands on the 
one part, or bounties on the other, ex* 
ceed what is requifite* 

The change of the ancient modusy in 
conferring nobility, has not hitherto, as 
I tru|t, been of any confiderable detri- 
ment to tlie weal of the people* But 
fliould fome future majefty, or rather 
fome future miniftry, entitle men to a 
voice in the fecond- eftate, on any con- 
fideration, fave that of eminent virtue 
and patriot-fervice ;^ might it be poffible 
that fuch miniflers fhuuld take a further 
firide, and confer nflbility for anions dc- 
ferving of infamy ; ihould they even cove- 
nant to grant fuch honours and dignities, 
in lieu of fervices fubverfive of the confti- 
tution; a msgority of fuch a peerage- 
muil (either provie too. light to effeft any 
public benefit, or heavy enough to eSc&> 
.the j>ubl]c perdition. 



Tlie 
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The DEMOCRAT! CAL, or 
THIRD ESTATE. 

TH E ELECTION of commoners, 
to be immediate truftees and apt 
reprefentatives of the people in par- 
liament, is the hereditary and indefeauble 
privilege of the people. It is the pri- 
vilege which they accepted and which 
they retain, in exchange of their origi- 
nally inherent and hereditary right of 
fitting with the king and peers, in per- 
son, for the guardianfhip of their own 
liberties and the inllitution of their own 
laws. 

Such reprefentatives, therefore, can ne- 
ver have it in their power to give, de- 
legate, or extinguiih the whole or any 
part of the people's infeparable and^ ui^ 
extinguUhable ihare in the legiilative 
power, neither to impart the fame to any 
one of the other eftates, or to any per- 
fons or pcrfon whatever, either in or out 
of parliament. Where plenipotentiaries 
take upon them to abolifli the authority 
of their principals j or where any fecon- 
dary agents attempt to defeat the power 
cf their primaries; fuch agents and ple- 
nipotentiaries 
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Tiipotentiaries defeat their own commit^ 
Hon, and all the powers of the truft ne* 
ceflarily revert to the conftituents. 

The perfons of thefe temporary truftees 
of the people, during their feffion, and for 
fourteen days before and after every meety 
ing, adjournment, prorogation, and diii^ 
folution of parliament, are equally ex- 
empted, with the perfons of peers, from 
arreft and durefs of every fort. 

They are alfo, during their feilion, to 
have ready accefs to the king or boufe of 
lords, and to addrefs or confer with them 
on all occafions. 

No member of the houfe of G^mmons^ 
no more than of the houfe of Peers, fhall 
fuffer, or be quefUoned, or compelled to 
witncfs or anfwer, in any court or place 
whatfoever, touching any thing laid or 
done by himfelf or others in parliament i 
in order that perfeA freedom of fpeech 
and a<5Uon may leave nothing undone for 

the public weu. 

They have alfo (during feflion) an 
equal power with the houfe of Lords, to 
punifh any who ihall preliime to traduce 

,their dignity, or detract from the rights 

-or privileges of any member of tjidr 

^oufe« 

The 
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The Commons form a court of judica- 
ture, diftincl from the judicature of the 
iioufe of Lords. Theirs is the peculiar 
privilege to try and adjudge the legality 
of the election of their own members. 
They may£nt and confine their own mem- 
bers as well as others, for delinquency or 
ofience agatnft the honour of their houfe. 
But, in all other matters of judicature, 
they are merely a court of inquifttion and 
prefentment^ and not a tribunal of definitive 
judgmcrd, 

£1 this refpeft, however, they are ex- 
tremely formidable: They conllitute the 
grand ingue/l of the nation ; for which 
great and good purpofe they are fuppofed 
to be perfectly qualified by a perfonal 
knowledge of what^has been tranfacted, 
throughput the feveral ihires, cities, and 
boroughs, from whence they aflemble, and 
which they reprefent. 

Over and above their inquiry into all 
fniblic grievances, wicked minifters^ tranf- 
grefjing magiftrates^ corrupt judges andjufii- * 
dariesj who fell, deny, or delay jullice ; 
roil amnfetlors of the ci own, who attempt 
or devife the fubverfion or alteration of 
any part of the conftitution ; with all 
fuch overgrown malefaftors as are deem- 
ed above the reach of inferior courL«, 
come under the particular cognizance ot 

VoL.IV, G the 
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the Commons, to be by them impeached, 
and prefented for trial at the bar of the 
houfe of Lords. And thefe inquifitory 
and judicial powers of the two houfes, '■ 
item which no man under the cro^vn can 
be exempted, are deemed a fufficient al- 
lay and counterpoife to the whole exe- 
cutive power of the king by his mi- 
liiftersp 

The legiflative department of the 
power of the Commons is in all riefpefb 
co-equal with that of the Peers. They 
frame any bills at pleafure for the pur- 
pofes of good government. They ex^-^^ 
ercife a right, as the Lords alfo do, to . 
propofe and bring in bills, for the amend- 
ment or repeal of old laws, as well as foi^ 
the ordaining or inftitution of new ones. 
And each houfe alike bath a negative on 
all bills that are framed and palled by the 
other. 

But the capital, the incommunicable 
privilege of the houfe of Commons, arifes - 
from that holy truft which their confti- 
tuents repofe in them ; whereby they are 
impowered to borrow from the people 
a ihiall portion of their property, in order 
to reftore it threefold, m the advantages 
of peace, equal government, ^nd the en 
couragement of trade, induftry, and the 
manutaftures. 

To 
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To impart any of this truft, would be 
a breach of the conftitation ; and even 
to abufe it, would be a felonious breach of 
icommon honefty. 

By this fundamental truft and incom- 
municable privilege, the Commons have 
the fole power over the money of the peo- 
ple ; to grant or deny aids, according as 
they Ihall judge them either requiiitc^ 
or unneceuary to the publix: fcrvice* 
Theirs is the province, and theirs alone, 
to inquire and judge of the fevcral occa- 
fions for which fuch aids may be required, 
and to meafure and appropriate the funis 
to their refpeclive ufes. Theirs alfo is 
the fole province of framing all bills or 
laws for the impofing of any taxes, and 
of appointing the means for levying the 
- £ime upon the people. Neither may the 
firft or fecond ettate, either king or peer- 
age, propound or do any thing relating 
to thefe matters, that may any way in- 
terfere with the proceedings of the Com- 
mons, fave in their negative or affent to 
fuch bills, when prefented to them, with- 
out addition, deduction, or alteration of 
any kind. 

After fuch aids and taxes have been 
levied and difpofed of, the Commons have 
ihc further right of inquiring and exa- 

G 2 mining 
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mining into tlie application of the faid 
^ds; of ordering all accounts relative there- 
to to be laid before them ; and of cen« 
furing the abufe or mifapplication thereof^ 

The royal aiTent to all other bills is ex- 
prefled by the terms, JU roy le veut^ th$ 
king wills it. But when tne Conmions 
prefent their bills of aid to his Majefiy, 
It is anfwered, Le roy remercier Jes loyal 
JiijitSf et ainji le veut ; the king tbanks^ hi^ 
loyal fubjeils^ and Jo willetb. An e^pprefs 
acknowledgment that the right of grantr 
ing or levying moneys for public purpofe% 
}ies fblely, mherently, and incommuni- 
cably, in the people and their reprefen^ 
t.^tivest 

This capital privilege of the Commons 
conftitutes the grand counterpoife to the 
King's principal prerogative of making 
peace or war ; for how impotent muft a 
warlike ^nterprife prove without money, 
which makes the finews thereof! And 
thus the people and their reprefehtativey 
ftill retain in their hands the grand mo- 
mentum, of the coQftitutiop, and of all 
human affairs. 

Diftinguifhed reprefentatives ! Happy 
people! immutably happy, while wor^ 

THII-Y REPREJENTEDt 
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As the fathers of the feveral families^' 
throughout the kingdom, nearly and ten- 
derly comprize and reprcfent the perfons, 
cares, and concerns of their refpe<5tivc 
houfeholds, fo thefe adopted fathers im-^ 
mediately reprefent, and intimately con- 
centrate, the perfons and concerns of 
their refpedive conftituents, and in them 
the colle<fi:ive body or fura of the 
nation. And while thefe fathers continue 
true to their adopted children, a iingle 
fkohe cannot lapfe from the great fabjrjc^ 

OF THE CONSTITUTION. 



The t H k E E ESTATES in 

PARLIAMENT. 

WI T H the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, in parliament afiembled,^ 
the f)eopIe have depofited their legijlative . 
or abfoiute power j in Trust for their 
whole body ; the faid King, jLords, and 
Commons, when fo aflTembled, beil)g the 
great reprefentitive of the whole nadon, 
as if all the people were then convened in 
one general aflembly. 

As the inftitutioti, repeal^ and amend-* 
ment of laws, together with the redrdfo 

G 3 of 
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of public grievances and offences, are not 
within the capacity of any of the three 
€;ftates, diftinft from the others, the fre- 
quent holding OF PARLIAMENTS is the 

vital food, without which the confiitutioa 
cannot fubiift* 

The three eftates originally, when af- 
Ambled in parliament, fat together con- 
fultin^ in the open field. Accordingly, at 
Kunnmg-Mead, five hundred years ago,. 
King John paffed the great charter (zs 
therein is expreffcd) by the advice of tne 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, by the ad- 
-I'ice of feveral Commoners (by name re- 
cited), et aliorum Jidclium^ and of others his 
faithful people. And in the twenty-firft 
claufe of the faid charter, he covenaQts 
that, " For having the common council 

of the kingdom to afiefs aids, he will 

caufe the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
** to be fummoned by his writs j and 
*• moreover that he wJl caufe the prin- 
«« cipal Commoners, or thofe who held 
*' from him in chief, to be generally fum- 
^< moned to faid parliaments by his flierifis 
« and baiUffs/' 

In the faid alTemblies, however, the con- 
courfe became ^ great and diforderly, and 
thfe contefts frequently fo high between 
the feveral eftates, in affertion of their 

refpe^ve 
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refpeftive prerogatives and privileges^ 
that they j udged it more expedient to fit 
apart, and feparately to exercife the of- 
fices of their refpective departments. 

As there is no man or fet of men, no 
tlafs or corporation, no village or city, 
throughout the kingdom, that is not vir- 
tually reprefented by the delegates in 
parliament, this great body politic or re- 
fre/entative of the nation conlifts, like the 
body natural, of a head and feveral mem- 
bers, which being endowed with diffe- 
rent powers, for the exercife of diflferent 
offices, are yet conneded by one maia 
and common intereft, and actuated by 

ONE LIFE OR SPIRIT OF PUBLIC REASON, 

called the laws. 

In all fteps of national import, the 
King is to be condufted by the direftion 
of 'the parliament, his great national 
council. ; a council on whom it is equally 
incumbent to confulc for the King wita 
whom they are conneded, and for the 
people by whom they are delegated, and 
whoin they repjrefent. Thus the King 
is coniHtutionally to be guided by the 
fenfe of his parliament j and the parlia- 
ment alike is conftitutionally to be guided 
by the general fenfe of the people. The 
two eilates in parliament are the conili- 

G 4 tuents 
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tnents of the King; 2nd the people^ 
medTateljr or immediately, are the con* 
ftituents of the two eftates in parlisf* 
ment. 

Now, while the three eftates zA cUf- 
tinclly, within their TefpecKvc depart* 
ments, they affed and are reciprocally af- 
fected by each other. This aition and re* 
dSlim produces that general u^fyfttniatU 
control which J like conscience, pervades 
and fuperinteods the whole, checking and 
prohibiting evil from every part of the 
confiitution. And from this confinement* 
of every part to the rule of right reason^' 
the great law of liberty to all arifeth^- 

For inftance, the king has the ible 
prerogative of making war, &c» But- 
then the means are in the hands of the. 
people and their reprefentatives* 

Again, To the King is committed the 
whole- executive power. But then the 
minifters of that power are accountable 
to a tribunal, from which a criminal has 
no appeal or deliverance to look for. 

Again, To the king is committed the 
cognizance of all caules. But fhould his 
judges or juftidaries pervert the rule of 
righteoufnefs, an inquifition, impeach- 
ment, and trial impends, from whole 
judgment 'the judges cannot be exempted* 

Again, 
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Again, The king hath a negative upon 
all bills, whereby his own prerogatives- 
are guarded from invafion. But ihould 
he refufe the royal aflent to bills tending to 
the general good of the fubjed, the Com- 
mons can alfo wich-hold their bills of afTefi*- 
ment, or annex the rejected bills to their 
bills of aids ', and they never failed to pafs 
itk fuch agreeable company. 

Laftly, To the King is committed the 
right of calling the two eftates to parlia- 
ment. .But, mould he refufe fo to call 
them, fuch a refufal would be deemed an 
abdication of the conjiitution ; and no one 
need to be told, at this day, that an ab^- 
dication of the conjiitution is an abdica* 

TION OF THE THRONE. 

Thus, while the King ads in confent 
with the psurliament and his people, he is; 
limitlefs, irreiiftible, omnipotent upon 
eardi ; he is the free wielder of all the 
powers of a free and noble people, a king 
throned over all the kings of the children* 
of men. But ihould he attempt to break 
bounds, ihould he cail for independence ; 
he finds himfelf hedged in and ifaraitened 
on every iide y he find^ himfelf abandoned 
by all his powers, and juilly left to a ilate 
of uttei impotence and ina^out 

6 5 Henc6 
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Hence is imputed to the fovereign head^ 
in the conftitution of Great Britain, the 
high and divine attribute, the king 
CAN DO NO wrong; foT he is fo circumfcii* 
bed from the poflibility of tranfgreflion, 
that no 'ivrong can be fermtted to any king 
in the eonjlitution. 

While the King is thus controlled by 
the Lords and the Commons ; while th!e 
Lords' are thus controlled by the Com- 
mons and the King ^ and while the Com> 
mons are thus controlled • by the othor 
two eftates, from attempting, any thing to 
the prejudice of the general welfare ; the 
three eftates may be aptly compared to 
three pillars divided below at equidiflant 
angles, but united and fupported at top^ 
jnerely by the bearing (^f each pillar 
ag^nu the others* Take but any one 
of thefe pillars away , and the other t wa 
znuft inevitably tumble. But while all a<5k 
on each. other, aU are equally counteraA^ 
ed, and thereby affirm and eftablifh the 
general frame. 

How deplorable then would it be 
fliould this elaborate ftrudure of our 
happy conftitutioA, within the fhort pe- 
riod of a thoufand years hence, poflibly 
in half the time, fall a prey to eifemina'-' 
cy> puiiilammity, venality, and feduftion ; 

like 
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like fome ancient oak, the lord of the fo-* 
reft, to a pack of vile worms that lay 
gnawing at the root ; or, like iEgy pt, 
be contemptibly deftroyed by lice gnd 
locujls / 

Should the morals of our conftituents 
ever come to be debauched, confent^ 
which is the fait of liberty^ would then be 
corrupted^ and no fait might be found 
wherewith it could be feafoned. Thofe 
who are inwardly the fervants of^;^, muft 
be outwardly the fervants of influence* 
Each n^an would then be as the Trojan 
borfe of old, and carry the enemies of 
his country within his bofom. Our own 
appetites would then induce us to be« 
tray our owninterefts; and ftate- policy 
would feize us a willing facrifice to our own 
perdition • 

. Should it ever come to pafs that con- 
niption, like a dark and low-hung mift^ 
fti uld fpread fiom man to man, and co« 
ver thefe lands: Should a general dif^ 
folution of manners prevail : Should vice 
be countenanced and communicated by 
the leaders of faihion : Should it come 
to be propagated by minifters among le* 
giflators, and by the legiflators among 
their confiituents : Should guilt lift up 
. iu head without fear of reproach, and 
; G 6 : avow 
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avow itfelf in the face of the fun, and 
laugh virtue out of countenance by force 
of numbers: Should public duty turn 
}>ubh'c firumpet : Should ihops come to 
be advertifed, where men may difpofe 
of their honour and honefty at fo much 
per ell: Should public markets be open- 
ed for the purchafe of confciences^ with 
an oyez / We bid moft to thofe who fet 
themfelves, their tmfts^ and their coun^ 
try, to fale ! If inch a day, I lay, Ihould 
ever arrive, it will be doom'is-day, in- 
deed, to the virtue, the liberty, and con- . 
fiitution of thefe kingdoms. It would 
be the fame to Great Sritian^ as it wouki 
happen to the univerfc ; ihould the laws 
of cohefion eeafe to operate, and all the 
parts be diffipated, whofe orderly connect 
tion now forms the beauty and commm* 
^ctaltb rf nature. "^Vizxit of fanityin the 
materials, ean never be fupplied by any 
art in the building. *^ A confiitntion of 
public frmnxn can never confiil of ftivatt 
fr^itutfs. 

9^ 9^ w^ 

\VlTHIN little more than' a month, 

Harry made himielf perfeft mafier of 

the fot^going fffttfn^ aad wrote com^ 

I 0ient5 
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ments upon it much more voluminous 
than the test. 

As he had loft his friend Ned, who was 
now under the tutelage of his uncle, Mr. 
Catharines, little Dicky Clement became 
the principal companion of his hours of 
amtdement, and Dicky with his g6od*wiUr 
would never be from his heels. 

' One morning as they ftrolled up the 
road, fome diftance from the town, Har*' 
ry obferved a croud gathering faft on 
tne way, and hafiened, like others, to 
fee what was the matter. 

As fuon as he- arrived, he perceived Mr# 
Gripe the conftable at the head of the 
pofie, with his psdnted fta£F of authority 
exalted in his hand. Pray, what are you 
about, Mr. Conftable i fays Harry. I am 
TOing, Sir, to feize a robber, who has 
raken Ihelter in yonder wafte hovel. — -— 
And whom did he rob? — He robbed Mn 
Niggards here, that is to iav, his boy 
here, of a fix-penny Ioaf< rerhaps the 
man was hungry, faid Harry, and had not 
wherewithal to buy one. Pray tell me, 
my lad,*how the aJfaivwas. 

Why, Mafler, you muft know as how 
Mr. Niggards, my maftor here, fent me 
this morning to the town with a ihilling, 
lu buy two fix-penny loaves» So, as I 

was 
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was coming back, I met an able-looking 
man, who made me afraid with his pale 
and eager face. My good boy, fays he, 
will you give me one of thofe loaves in 
charity ? I dare not. Sir, fays I, they are 
none of my own. Here, fays he, I will 
give you my hat for one of them ; but 
this I refufed, as his hat, to my thinking, 
was not worth a groat. Nay, fays he, I 
muft have one of the loaves, that is cer- 
tain, for I have a wife and feven children 
all flarving in yonder hovel, and^ while 
there is bread in the world, I cannot but 
fnatch a morfel for them. So, as I told 
you, I was frighted. I gave him one of 
the loaves without any more words, and 
away he run as faft as his legs could carry 
him ; but I followed him with my eye till 
I faw him fafe lodged. 

Here Harry wiped his eye, and mufed 
a while. Tell me truly now, my good 
boy, continued he, if both thofe loaves 
had been your own, would you willingly 
have given one of them, to keep the poof 
man and his family from periihing ? 

I would. Sir, faid the lad, with a very 

good will. And had I fix-pence of my 

own, I would have gone back with aU 

jny heart, and have bought another loaf* 

2 JkA^ 
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* 

But my mafter is a hard man, aud fo I 
wa3 forced to tell him the truth. 

Here, my lad, fays Harry, here is a 
crown. Go back, buy two loaves for 

?rour mafter, in place of the one he has 
oft, and keep the remaining four {hil- 
lings to yourfelf for your trouble. You 
fee, Mr. Conftable, continued he, you 
never can make any thing like felony of 
this matter. . The boy confeffes that he 
gave the bread with a very good will, 
and that he would not have informed had 
it not been for fear of his mafter. 

It is very true, pleafe your Honour, re- 
plied Mr. Gripe, I myfelf do pity the poor 
man from my heart, and will have nothing 
more to fay in this bufinefs. 

Stay a while, fays Harry, perhaps wc 
may find fome further employment for 
you* I think I Ihould know the tace of 
yonder man. Is not that the Niggards 
whom you had in cuftody the other day, 
and for whofe deliverance I paid five and 
twenty pounds to his creditor ? The very 
inan. Sir, fays Gripe. 

Harry then put his hand in his pocket , 
and, taking out a fmall fcrip of parch- 
inent, exclaimed, I am glad of what you 
tell me with all my heart ! Indeed, I did 
mot like the looks of the man at the time, 

and 
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and that made me accept an affignment of 
this adioo. Here, Mr, Gripe, take your 
prifoner again into cuftody in my name. 
Away with him to gaol cUreftly ! as the 
holy gofpel has it, Hejhallnot depart thence 
till he has paid the uttermojl farthing. - No, 
fto, Mr. Niggards^ I will not hear a word. 
Co and learn henceforward to be merci- 
ful yourfelf, if you woiiId_^ look for any 
mercy from God or man. 

'Dicky, my dear, go back again, fayS 
Harry ; our neighbour Jofeph here will fee 
you fafe home. I will not fufier any one 
£o go in my company, for fear of putting 
the poor man or his family to fhame. 

Harry had not advanced fifty paces to-' 
ward the hovel, vrhtn his ears were ftruck 
with the found of fudden and joint lamen- 
tation ; and turning, he perceived that 
the inquifitive croud had gathered at his 
heels. My friends, (ays he, I entreat, I 
'befeech you to leave me for the prefent. 
I would not rhufe any witnefies to what 
1 am about. Pray oblige me fo far as to 
depart on your own occafions. 

Hereupon, being loath to offend him, 
fhey retired a few fteps, and ftood toge- 
ther aloof, attentive to the event of thia 
ocnommon adventure. 

Mearf 
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Mean while the cry continued with a 
bittterliefs that thrilled through every 
nerve of our hero ; and as he now approach- 
ed the place, he did his utmoft to reftraln 
himfelf, and quell the feeUngs within him, 
and he drew his hat over his eyes, to pre- 
vent the parties from feeing the emotion 
that they caufed. 

The hovel was of mud walls, Without 
any roofing ; but, as there was an open- 
ing where a door had once been, Harry 
ftde to the entrance, cafting an under 
eye of obfefvation about him . 

Hereupon a woman turned. She had 
been fearfully peering over the waB at the 
croud which na^d not. yet difperfed ; but 
having notice of Harry's entrance, ihe 
looked toMrard him, and dropped on her 
kneesw 

O Sir, flie cried, if you are the gentl&J 
iban who owned the loaf, for Ghrift hisr 
iSdce I pray you to have mercy upon us I - 
Money, indeed, we have not, but we have 
thefe mreds remaining^ and we will ftripf 
ourfdves of our covering to make you a 
recompenfe. Alas ! alas ! could we have 
guefled how my huiband came by it, wt 
would have famiflied a thoufand times 
rather than touch a morfel. But he, dear 
good man, did it all for our fakes, for the 

fake 
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fake o( the heavy burden ^mth whicb 
he is overladent Ah, I would to hea* 
vcn we were jdl dead, hanged, or drown- 
ed out of his way. He might then 
walk the world at large, and be happy ^ 
as he deferves. 

Here again Ihe fet up her wailing, 
which was accompanied by her feven chil* 
dren, in fuch a woful concert, as the 
heart of Harry could not fufiain, neither 
fuffer him, for a feafon, to interrupt or 
appeafe. 

At length he faid, with a faltering 
voitCf Pray be not alarmed, Madam, 
for I difcern that you are a gentlewo- 
man, though in a very unhappy difguife. 
The afiair of the loaf is fettled to your 
iatisfadion ; and here are ten guineas, it 
is all that I have about me, and it is only 
to ftiew you, for the prefent, that you 
are not quite fo friendlefs in the world 
as you thought. Mean time I requeft 
that you will all come with me to Hamp- 
ilead, where we will try to do fomething 
better for you. , 

I^ere the woman looked with an ear- 
nell: dxxd eager rapture at. him. May 
Jefus Chrift, Ihe cried, be your portion, 
fair angel ; and he is already your por- 
tion, h^ is feen in your fweec face, and 

breaks 



The fool of QUALITY, itfj 

breaks out at your eyes in pity to poor 
fiuners. ' 

Harry was now ftepping forth, and the 
reft prepared to follow him; when the 
poor man, who, for fhame, had not yet 
uttered a fy liable, gently (laid him at the 
opening. Turn, generous mafter, faid 
he, pray turn, and hear a fmall apology 
for my tranfgreffion. I am a very un- 
happy man, I have feen better times; 
but I am driven, by cruel ufage, from 
houfe and home, and maintenance. I was 
going to London to apply to the law for 
relief, when my youngeft child, who was 
on the breaft, fell defperately fick about 
four days ago. As we had no money to 
hire lodging, and had begged the means 
of life for the two foregoing days, we were 
compelled to take up with this ihelterlefs 
hovel. From hence I frequented the 
road, and for the three laft days begged 
as much as fuftained us in coarfe bread 
and water. But this morning my boy 
died-, and his brothers and I, with our 
fiicks and our hands, dug his grave that 
you fee yonder, and I placed that flag 
ever him to preferve his tender limbs from 
the pigs and the hounds ; till it may pleafe 
Heaven to allow me means to bury him 
according to the holy rites of oyr church* 

This 
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This mdancholy office^ Sir, detained ine 
fo long, and exercife had made the 
appetites of my children fo outrageous, 
that I was in a manner compelled to do 
what I did. As I had no coffin nor wind- 
ing-fheec, I took the waiftcoat from my 
body, and wrapped it about my babe; 
and' would willingly have wrapped him 
with niy flefli and my bones, that we 
might quietly have lain in one grave to- 
gether. 

Harry anfwered not a word, but walk- 
itig onward before his company, plenti-* 
fuUv watered the ground with his tears 
si!9 he pafied^ while the poor man took 
liis youngeft fbn in bis arms^ and the wo-f" 
ibah her youngeft daughter on her back^ 
and thus, with a leifurely pace, they alt 
arrived at Mr. Fenton's. 

The door being opened, Harry led his^ 
nine guefis to the back parlour, where 
Re inftantly ordered plenty of bread 
ibd butter, and milk for tne children^ 
with cold meat, ale, and cakes, for the 
father and mother ; and this was a mat-/ 
ter too cuftomar}' in this houfe to be 
any caufe of wonder W any member of 
the family. 

As fooh as they were refreflied, he took 
them all to his wardrobe, where he con- 

lira in cd 
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fimined the parents to take of the very 
beft things for themfelves and their chil« 
dren ; and having fo done, he walked out^ 
and left them to dref^. 

Mr. Fenton was in his ftudy, and had 
juft finilhed a letter as Harry entered with 
a ihiiling countenance. I have been very 
lucky this morning, Sir, fays he; Ithin^ 
I have got the prettiefl family of boys 
and girls that is (o be found within five 
ihires. Do you loiow any thing about 
them, Hany? Nothing further as yet. 
Sir, than that they and their parents are 
exceeding poor, and have fallen, as they 
fay, into great misfortunes. The mother 
is a very handfome and genteel young 
woman, and the father a portly and very 
comely man, fave that he has a large pur- 
ple mark on the left fide of his face. A 
purple mark ! cried Mr. Fenton, and 
ftarted. Go, my dear, and bring that man 
tomedirecUy. Why, pray, Sir, do you 
know him ? No, my love, I fhould ndt 
know him though he flood before me; 
but I would give a thoufand pounds that 
he may prove the man I mean, and that 
I fhall difcover on a fhort examination. 

By this time, the father of our new 
famUy was drefTed, and Harry took him 
by the hand, bid him be of good cou- 
rage, and kd him in to bis uncle. He 

bowed 
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bowed twice with an awful and timid rc- 
fpeft, while Mr. Fenton rofe and looked 
carneftly at him. I rgoice. Sir, fays he, 
to find that my fon here has been of 
fome little matter of ufe to you and your 
family. Pray take a feat nearer to me^ 
Sir, if you pleafe. He tells me you havc\ 
met witl^ misfortunes, I alfo have had my 
ihare. I think myfelf nearly of kin to the 
unhappy ; and you will fingularly oblige 
me^ by as much of your ftory as you fhall 
pleafe , to communicate. I am incerefted 
in it. . 

I have nothing to conceal from your 
Honour, anfwered the ftranger. And I 
fliall willingly give you an open and 
/aithful narrrative of my ihort but fad 
hiftoty . 

My name is GifFard Homely. My fa- 
ther was a farmer in eafy circumilances 
near Stratford. He bound me apprentice 
to a tanner, and when my time was out, 
gave me a hundred and twenty pounds 
to fet me up in my bufinefs. But, dying 
foon after, he bequeathed the bulk of his 
fubftance to my elder brother. 

Though my brother was a fpendthrift, 
I loved him dearly ; and, when his cre- 
ditors fell upon him, I became his bail 
for two hundred pounds. Within a few 

months 



The pool of qUALITV. i(5y 

months after he fuddenly difappeared, 
and I never could learn further tidings 
concerning him. 

A writ. was thereupon marked againft 
me, and put into the hands of bailiffs. 
But liberty was precious. I left all my 
fubftance to the poffeffion of my purfuers, 
and paffing at a great rate, I efcaped in- 
to Lincolnlhire. 

There I joined myfelf to Anthony 
Granger the tanner. Independent of his 
trade, he held a very beautiful and well* 
parked farm, under Mr. Spranger Thorn- 
hill, the lord of the manor. And, as I 
ferved him with great zeal, affeftion, 
and application, his affairs profpered un- 
der my hands. 

He had an only child, a very lovely girl, 
of about ten years of age ; her manners, 
like her countenance, were extremely 
engaging ; and I took vaft' delight at all 
leifure hours, in teaching her to read and 
write, and in diverting her with 4 variety 
of little plays and amufements. 

I had no intention, at that time, of 
gaining her young heart, but that hap- 
pened to prove the miferable confequence ; 
and a heavy price it is that my poor deac" 
girl has iince paid for her affedion. 

Year 
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Year after year flie now grew in fta- 
ture, hjxt much more in lovelinefs, at leaft 
in my eyes ; and yet I flattered my/elf^ 
that I affe^ed her merely for her own 
fake« I ufed to pleafe niyfelf with the 
profped: of her being advanced to high 
fortune ; and I thought that I womd 
willingly have given her up at the altv 
to fome lord of the land. 

One twelfth night a parcel of young 
folks of us were diverting ourfdves about 
the fire with &veral pafiimes ; and among 
the reft the play was introduced of, / 
iove my lave with an A. becaufejhe is amiable^ 
and io on through the alphabet* 

When it came to my Peggfy^s tum^ 
ihe faid, I love my love with an H, he* 
caufe he is very honeft^ and I never will 
hate him for his being homely. And this 
might have pafled without any obferva- 
tion, had fhe not caft a glance at me and 
blufhed exceedingly, which threw me alio 
into equal confuuon. 

As this wa» the firft difcovery that I 
made of her affedion, it alio ferved to 
open .my eyes to the ibrength of my own 
pailion ; and this coft me many a fleep- 
lefs night and aching heart. I did not 
look upon myfelf as a fufiicient match 
for her j I reflecled, that it would be 

very 
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vely ungenerous to Icffen the fortune or 
liappinefs of the girl that I loved ^ and 
I refolved a hundred times to quit the 
country, that my abfence might cure both 
her aiKi myfdf of our foolilh fondnefs 
for each other. But though this was 
what myreafon ftill prompted and ap- 
proved, my heart iliil held me back, as 
it were, for a while longer, when I was 
OB the brink of* departure. 

Peggy was juft arrived to her fiftcentli 
year, on the 24th of April, and wascleft- 
ed by the neighbours to be queen of the 
following May, and to deliver the prizes 
to the yiclors at the wake« 

I had made a vow, within myfeif, to 
for£ike her and the country, the very 
day after her regency ; but, in the mean 
while, I could not reiift the temptation 
of fliewing my addreis before the queen 
ofmywilhes. 

Accordingly, on the day I entered the 
Ufts among the other young candidates* 
But I will not burden your Honour with 
a particular detail of our inJgniticant 
contefts. You have unqueftionably been 
witnefs to the like on feveral occaiions. 

It will be fufficient to inform you, that 
as I had the fortune to get the bettdf at 
the race, and at wreftling, when I fuc- 
ceflively went to receive the refpcftive 

Vol. IV, H Y^vl^^^ 
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prizes, my Peggy's eyes danced^ asd her 
feet went pit- a- pat with joy, as I ap- 
proached her. 

Cudgels came next in play, and a Kt- 
tle fta^c of boards was crcftcd for the 
purpofe, that the fpedators might fee 
with the better advantage. I had long 
iearned this art from ^ famous mafler in 
Stratford ; and, as I was confident of my 
fuperiority, I hurt my rivals as little as 
poflible, only juft fufficient to make them 
-acknowledge that they were foiled. 

At length one Heclor Pluck, a but- 
cher, mounted the flage. He had, it 
feems, been quite an adept at this fport, 
and for ten foregoing years had carried 
off the prize in feveral neighbouring. 
Ihires, but he was now come to fettle 
near Lincoln, and was to have been mar- 
ried the following day to a farmer's 
daughter, who was one of the fair fpec*^ 
tators at the wake. 

The moment he aflfailed 'me, I per- 
ceived that his paflions were up, and that 
his eye was a plain interpreter of the dead- 
linefs of his heart. He fought cautioufly 
however, and kept on a watchful re- 
ferve ; and we had long attacked aild de- 
fended udthout any advantage on either 
part, when with a motion and fury quick 
as lightning, he made a fide-ftii)kc at 

mc. 
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sue, aad aim^d to cut me acrofs the face 
with the point of his ftick. This was a 
blow which I had not time to intercept, 
or even to fee. The villain however 
happilv miffed of his intention ; for his 
cudgel being fomething advanced, only 
fcruifed my right cheek, when inftantly 
I gave him an exafperated firoke on the 
head, and, cutting him to the ikuU, laid 
hira Iprawling on the ftage, whereat all 
who knew me gave a great fhout* 

After fome time he rofe^and, advan- 
cing a little toward me, he ftretched out 
his left hand, a > if in token of recon- 
ciliation ; while, pulling out his butcher's 
knife from a fheath in his fide-pocket, 
he, with his right hand, made a ftab at 
my heart, and fuddenly leaping off the 
ftage, attempted to efcape. 

immediately the blood poured froin 
me in a flream, and ran along the boards. 
I found myfelf growing weak, and, fit- 
ting down on the ilage, I had the pre- 
fence of mind to open my bofom, and 
taking out my handkerchief, I held it to 
the wound. 

In the mean time the whole concourfe 
was in an uproar. The cry went about, 
that Giffard Homely was murdered, Gif- 
fard Homely was killed. My poor dear 
Peggy fcil lenfelefs from her throne, and 

H 2 '^^•^^ 
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was carried home in the fit. Several 
horfemen hailed away> of their own ac» 
cord, for a furgeon ; and the butcher 
was purfucd, knocked dowTi, hard pi- 
nioned, and conveyed, with fcUowing 
curfes, to the gaol of Lincoln. 

Among others wJho came to condole 
with me, little Mafter Billy Tfcornhill, 
our landlord's (bn.and heir, came running, 
and defired to be lifted up on the fiage. 

As foon as he faw the blood, and how 
weak and pale I looked, he broke out in- 
to a paffionate fit of tears: O Giffard, 
my Giffard, my poor Giffard, he cried,^ 
J fear you are a dead man J You will no 
more be my holiday-companion, GiffardJ 
Never more will you go a-fcirding wifh 
me, or fet gins for the rabbits, or catch 
little fiflies for me ; or carry me on 
your back through the water, or in your 
arms over the mire. Alack ! alack J what 
ihall I do, if I lofe you, my poor Giffard \ 

The furgeon came at full gallop. As 
foon as he had feen the greatnefs of the 
gafti. Say your laft prayer, my friend, 
he cried ; in a very few minutes you muft 
be a dead man. But when he had probed 
the wound, his face turned to chearf ul- 
refs. A moft wonderful efcape, he cri- 
ed ; the weapon has miffed your vitals, 
aiid only glanced along the rib. Be of 

r- 2 ^ood 
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good courage ; I engage, in a few weeks^ 
to fet you once more lipon your legs. 

Mean time my loving neighbours made 
a litter and bed for me of the tents and' 
tcnt-poles, all ftriving who fliould carry 
me, and all efcorting me home. 
■ The good Mr. Granger had been that 
day confined by a fprain in his a:^acle, and 
now fat weeping by his child, who fell* 
out of one fainting-fit into another, till 
file was told that I was brought home^ 
and that the doctor had pronoimccd me 
out of danger. 

As foon as I was put to bed, and my 
kind attendants withdrawn, Mr. Granger^ 
on a crutch, came limping and fat downr 
by me. He had endeavoured to reftrain* 
i^is tears before the croud ; but as fooa- 
as be was feated, they broke out anew. 

O GifFard^ GifFard, he cried ; my dear 
Peggy is very ill, and you arc very ill^ 
and to lofe you both at once would be 
hard upon me indeed ! 

Notwithllandiug a fliortfcver, thedoc^^ 
tor happened to keep his promilb, with 
the afliibnce of youth and a good habit, 
and \ began to gather ftrength and rcco; 
ver apace. 

As foon as I was up and about, I ob- 
ferved that Mifs Pegj^y fecmed no long- 
er defirous of reftraiiiing her kind looks- 

H 3 or 
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or her kind offices ; and this gave me fome 
concern, till I alfo obferved that her fa-r 
ther took no umbrage or no notice 
of it. 

One evening, as- we fat over a tankard 
of OAober, Gifiard, fzys he bluntly, what 
would you think of my Peggy for a wife ? 
Nothing at all, Sir, fays I. I would not 
marry your daughter, if flic would have 
me to-morrow. Pray why fo, Giffard? 
Peggy is very pretty and deferving, as I 
think, of as good a man as you. Her de- 
fervings. Sir, faid I, are my very objec- 
tion ; I fcarce know a man in the land who 
is' deferving of her. If that is the cafe» 
Giffard, her hand is at your fervice, with 
all my heart. O, Sir, I replied, I havcL 
no fuitable fortune ; but I know you are 
pleafed to banter ; I am no match for her» 
Tou are an induftrious and a making 
. young man, faid he ; and fuch a one is 
richer, in my eye, than a fpender with 
thoufands. Befide, you are loving and 
good-natured, my fonj and I fliall not 
lofe my child by you, but gain another 
child in you as dear to me as herfelf. 

Here I was fo tranfported, fo over- 
powered by the.kindnefs of the dear 
good* man, that I could not get out a 
iyllable; but, finking before him, I 
eagerly grafped his legs, and then his 

knees. 
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knccsy and, riling^ went out to vent my 

paffion. 
In about a month after. Sir Spranger 

Thornhill, and my young friend, Matter 

William, honoured our nuptials with their 
presence; and all oi|r kind neighbours^ 
come crouding to the folemnity, andy 
by their joy, appeared to be parties in 
our union. 

For eight following years never was 
known a happier family. But about that 
time Sir Spranger Thornhill iickened and 
died, and was attended to the dark m'an- 
fion of the bodies of his anceftors, by the 
greateft concourfe of true mourners that. 
ever was feen in the iliire, all lamenting 
that goodnefs was not exempted from 
mortality. 

Our dear father could never be faid to ^ 
hold up his head from that day. He 
filently pined after his. old friend and' 
patron. Sir Spranger ; and all our cares 
and carciTes were not able to with-hold 
him from fdlowing the fame appointed 
track. 

Never,, fure, was grief like mine and 
my Peggy's. In looking at each other we 
faw the lofs that we had fuftained j and, 
while we lay arm in arm, often, ofte» 
have we watered the good man's me- 
mory with cur tears. 

H 4 Time, 
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Time, however, who has many fercre 
forrows in profped, helps to foften and 
lefien thofe that he briiogs in his train* 
An increafing family of children, iweetly 
tempered like their mother, caUed for all 
my concern j and our'young laniHord, Sir 
WilKam, whenever he came from college, 
ufed to make our houfe his home, and 
take me with him where-evcr he went, till- 
I^ord LcGhmore, his guardian, took him 
froxfi the univeriity, and fent him abroad^ 
with a tutor and fervants, on his tra> 
vels. 

As 1 had made confiderable favings, 
and now looked to have a number of, 
children to provide for, I refolved to . 
realize all that I could for the poor, 
things : fo I built a malt-houfe, and 
wihdmiU, and planted a large orchard, 
with other profitaUe improvements, that 
coft me to the amount of about eight 
hundred pounds. 

While thele things were in agitation. 
Sir PVeeftone Hardgrave, one of the 
knights for our (hire, came into that part 
of the country. He had lately purchafed 
a fine eftate, adjoining to the weft fide of 
my concern; and was a man of vaft 
opulence, but a ilianger among us at 
that time. 

Though 
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Though Sir Frecftonc was an- old^ 
bachelor, and had one of the moll re-* 
morfdefs hearte that ever informed the 
fliape of man, he had yet a pleafing arpc(5):: 
and infinuating addreib, and always ap- 
plied thofe qualities to the purpofe of 
betraying^ Alas! I was informed, but 
too late, of his character ; that his ava- 
rice outgrew even- the growth of his^ 
wealth ; and that his defires increafed in 
exacl proportion, as age happened to de- 
duct from his ability to gratify them,- 

Unhappily he call a greedy eye at my 
little farm. Like another lordly Ahab^. 
he coveted the vineyard of poor Naboth ^ 
and, at length, compared- his ends by 
means .equally iniquitous. 

When he propofed to give me more- 
than value forit,» I anfwcred, that I my- 
felf had taken a fancy to it, for the fake 
oi the dear man who had given it to me,, 
in truil*^ for his child and her pofterity ;• 
and that I would not part with it tor 
twenty times an equivalent. With this,. 
however, he did not appear in the leaft 
diiconcerted; but iaid^ that he efteemed 
'and aife^ed me the more fof my gra*- 
titude to the memory of my old bene--' 
iaftor. 

I was afterwards told, and learned' by 
dew experience, that he never pardoned'^ 

H 5. an^ 
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an offence, nor even a difappotntment ; 
but nothing of this difpoiition appeared 
for tlie prefent. He vifitcd^ made it his 
bufinefs to meet mc in feveral places j 
fought and feemed quite defirous of cul- 
tivating an acquaintance with me; did 
me manj Kttk frieadly offices among my 
richer neighbours ; condefcended to toy 
ivith my httle ones; appeared to take a 
huge Uking to my two eldefi boys ;. 
flood godfather to my little girl that 
is now ia her mother^s arms ; faid he 
wondered how I contrived it to maintaii^ 
fo numerous a family upon fuch flender 
means ; and promifed to procure me s 
bmeficial pofi in the coUedion of the 
cufioms« 

After a conrfc of fuch fpecious kind- 
neffes, and while my heart glowed with 
gratitude^ in the recollection of his favours 
both pafled and propofed, he came ta 
my boufe in a mighty hurry. My dear 
Homelyi fays he, I have juflrfbruck up 
a mofi 'advantageous bargain with our 
neighbpur Squire SpendalL But he want» 
the money immediately. I have not the 
whole about me r and yet if I do not pap 
him^ down direftly,^ fome- curfed dif- 
appointment may intervene. Do nin and 
bring me all that you hai^e quickly) I 

will 



The fool of qXJALlTY. r??^ 

will repay you within two or three day» 
atfortheft. 

Here I hailed, witJv joy, to the corner 
where I had depgfited my ca0i|, as "well 
tor payment of rent as another little mat- 
ter that I had ia my ^ye j andy. bringing, 
out aleathepn bag,. I laid it on the table; 
There, Sir^ (aid ly are two* hundred and 
thirty guineas ; take but the trouble ta 
count tliem out,, and give me ar ibort ac* 
knowledgment. No, faid he, my dear 
Homely, never heed it for the prefent, I 
will be back with you the moment I have 
paid the purchafe y and fo^ faying, he 
caught up the bag^ and huddled away 
as faft as his old legs could fcamper ^ 
while I fat fiill through aftonifhmdht, 
niy heart niifgiving me at the time, as 
if it fcH'eboded the mifchiefe that were ta 
— ibflow. 

I waited, with great anxiety, for his re-^ 
tura till evening, when, hafieniog: to his 
lodge, I was there informed that he had 
fet out for London five hours before.- 
This threw me into a panic, though 
mot altogether without a mixture of hope,, 
and fo I waited till the three days of 
bis promife fhould expire* Mr. Snacic 
then came to me and demanded the rent.. 
He was a Lincoln attorney, whom Lord 
X^chuiore had lately preferred to the care 

H 6 ot 
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of my landlord's concerns, upon the death 
of Mr. Kindly, the good old agent. L 
told him ingenuoufly how matters had 
liappened, and faid I would hurry ta Lon- 
don, and bring back the money direAIy* 

Accordingly I pofled away, and refled 
not till I arrived at the great city* There,, 
for feven days fucceffively, I befieged the 
doors of Sir Freeftone, hourly knockingf 
and requefiing to be admitted to his pre- 
fence. But'he was either not up, or jufl 
gone out, or had company with him, or 
was jufl then very bufy^ and not to be 
fyoken to, and fO' forth.. 

At lengthy whea he found that I would 
jDOt quit his houfe without an anfwer, he 
ordered me before him. His chariot 
waited at the gate,, and he flood drefled 
in the hall. As I approached, and bow- 
ed with the refpeft and mortified air of ac 
petitioner, he put on a look of the mofl 
iitrange and audacious effrontery I ever 
beheU. Who sure you, friend, faid he,, 
and what may your bufinefs be with me ? 
I am cpme, and it pletfe your Honour, 
humbly to tell you tbsut I am called upon: 
for my rent, and to befeeoh your Ho« 
i^pur to reflore me the two hundred and 
thirty pieces you had from me the other 
day. Here, f^ys he to his fervants^ this 
muft bc,ii)me cjefperado, who. is. come. tx>} 
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rob me in broad day, and in the nuddle 
of my own people :. the fellow fays lowe 
him money ; I know not that I ever faw 
his face before j I defire that ymi wiH 
not fufFer fuoh a dangerous villaki to en- 
ter my doors any more. And £o layings 
out he ftepped and away he drove. 

07 Sir, how I was ftruck to the heart 
at that inilant ! I fneaked out, fcarce half 
alive, not remembering where I was, or 
-whither I was to go. Alas ! I was far 
from making the fpeed back again that 
I had done in going. I knew not. how 
to fhew my face to my Peggy, or her 
dear little ones, whom I had plundered 
and ftripped of their fubftance, by ftu*- 
pidly furrendering it without witnefles,; 
or a iingle line whereby I might- reclaim 
it. At length I got home, if home it 
Slight be called, that had then nothing 
in it, or at leaft pothing for me. 

Mr. Snack had taken the advantage o£ 
ny'abfence to poffefs himfelf of my farm^. 
and of all that I was worth. Under co-- 
knir of diftraining for rent, he had lei- 
zed every thing, even, the beds* whereoa 
my wife and children lay, with all their 
"wearing apparel, fave what they had OQ 
their bxcks. The bill of appraifement, 
which 1 have here, comes to upward of fix 
hundred pounds. But, when the cattle 

and: 
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and other effecls were fet up to fale, the 
aucUoneer and bklders proved of Mr» 
Snack's providing ; all were intimidated 
from offering any thing, iave thofe who 
offered in truft for this charitable agent, 
and the whole of my fubftance went ofF 
within the value of- one year's rent, being 
one hundred and eighty-five pounds. 

Never, exclaimed Mr«. Fenton, never 
did I hear of fo barefaced and daring ^ 
violation of all lav/s divine and human, 
and that too under fanclion of the moft 
perfect fyftem of hw that ever W2^ fra-^ 
med. But what will not power effe&y 
when unreftrained by confcience, when* 
prompted by avarice, and abetted by 
cunning! And is there no remedy, Sirf 
cried out our here* None that I know^ 
of, my Harry, fave where power oppofes^ 
power in. favour of weaknefs, or wealth* 
oppofes wealth in favquiv of poverty^ 
But we will fee what may be done. Mean 
while let Mr.. Homely proceed in hiS' 
narrative. 

When my family, continued Homely^ 
were thus turned out of doors, an old. 
follower made way tor them in his own^ 
cottage, and retired with his wife and- 
daughter to a cow-houfe hard by. Mean 
while my loving neighbours fupplied 
them with fufiicient biding, and daily^ 

kept 
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kept them in visuals, even more thaa 
they couM cat. 

While I went flowly to fee them, flop- 
ping and turning every minute toward 
om* old habitation, all the horrors of 
our fituation flew, upbraidingly in my 
face, and I accufed myfelf as the rob- 
ber and murderer of eight perfons, for 
any one of whom I would have fpent my 
life. 

When I ftooped to enter their lowly 
roof, all trembling and fick at heart, I 
expected to meet nothing but faces of 
averfion and cxprcflions of reproach j 
but, when they all fet up a fliout of joy 
%t my appearance, when they all croud^ 
dafping and clinging about me, the vio- 
lence and diftradion of my inward emo* 
tion deprived me of ienfation, and I 
fwooned away» 

When I revived, I caft a look about 
me, and iperceived that their grief had 
fccen as extreme, as their joy was at my 
arrival. Ah, my Peggy, I cried, how 
have I undone you ! By ) ou I got all my 
pofleflions, and, in return, I have de- 
]»ived you of all that you poflefled*^ 
Vou were every blefiing to me, and I 
have repsud you with nothing but mifery 

askdrui&f. 

So 
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Do not be concerned^ my love, (ay^ 
file, nor repine at tlie consequences o£ 
your own gpodnefe and honefly • You are^ 
not as God to fee into all hearts ; the 
wifeft may be deceived ; and the bell, as 
I believe, are the moft fubject to be im- 
pofed upon* Common charity muft have 
iuppoled that there could not be fuch a^ 
foul as Sir Freeilone upon earth. But 
be of good courage, my hufband, I 
have good news for you<; L dreamed that 
oi^* dear father appeared to me laft night y 
Do not be difheartenedv niy child^ fays 
he ; bear the crofs that is l^d upon yoa 
with a chearful and free will, and all 
ihall be reftored to you feven told upon- 
earth, and feventy feven fold in the life 
that has no- ending*. 

When. I found that my Peggy, inftead- 
of diftafte and upbraiding, had nothing, 
but love in her looks and confolation^ in< 
her expreifions, I folded her to my bo^ 
£o:r)j and to my foul that went to meet 
her, and I would willingly have made her 
one with my own being> 

My neighbours were not as birds of 
the feafbn; they neither defpifed nor 
forfook me becaufe o^ my poverty ; 
they came crouding. to condole with 
me ; they advifed me to apply to the 
law againft Sir Freeflone add Attorney* 

Snack ^ 
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Snack; and they oflFered to contribute 
towards my journey ; they alfo joined in 
this written teftimony of my charafter, 
and profperous circumftances before 
Snack raiade his feizure ; and two of 
them have witneffed, in this bit of paper, 
that when the alarm came of Mr. Kindly^s 
death, and of a ftrange agent being put 
in his room, they heard me fay that T 
did not matter the worft he could do, 
and faw me count down twenty piec^r- 
ovcr and above my year's rent. 

The late frights and fatigues which 
Peggy underwent during Snack's opera- 
tions, together with her extremes of joy 
on my return, and of grief at the fit inta 
which I had fallen, battened on her la- 
bour, and flie was delivered before her 
time of that weakly little babe whom I 
buried this morning. 

Within fix weeks after her cliild-biith 
we prepared for our journey. Our neigh- 
bours, like the good Samaritan, had com- 
pafiion upon him who fell among the 
thieves. They made me up a purfe of 
thirty-five pounds, and promifed to con- 
tribute further toward the carrying on 
of my fuit. 

We travelled happily, by eafy journeys 
of a few miles a-day, till nine days ago 
we reached a ibaall village the other fide 

of 



r66 The FOOL of qUALITY. 

of Sr. Alban's ; there we took up oiir reft 
for the ^ night, at a houfe that had no 
fign, but let occafional lodgings, and fold 
bread and finall beer. 

As I defired a feparate apartment for 
ourfelves, we were put into a kind of 
wafte room, that had no failening to the • 
door except a latch. After a ilender fup- 
per We lay down to fleep, and I fluffed 
my breeches clofe under my head with 
all poilible caution. We had made an 
extraordinary journey that day, and 1 was 
particularly fatigued by carrying feveral 
of my tired children fucceffively in my 
arms ; fo that we allflept but too foundly, 
and when I awoke in the mornine, neither 
money nor breeches were to be found. 

Such a lofs at another time would 
have been as nothing to me; but, in our 
prefent circumftances, it was a repetition 
and doubling of all that we had loft be- 
fore. I inftantly fummoned the people oi 
the houfe, and, in a good deal of warmth^ 
charged pur landlord with the felony^ 
telling him that I had been robbed of 
above thirty three pounds. Why, Matter, 
fays he, I know nothing to the contrary j 
but it would be very hard, indeed, if I 
was to be anfwerable for the honefty of 
every one who goes this road. If you 
had given your money in charge to me, 

1 would 
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I would have been accountable for it^. I 
believe by the grief you are in, tliat yoa 
muft have been lofers ; . I will therefore 
forgive you - your reckoning, and giv« 
you a^pair of breeches, of my own into the 
bargain ; but this is all I will do, till the 
law forces me. 

As there was no remedy, at leaft for 
the prefent, I accepted his overture and 
fet out. But, O Sir ! it is impoffible to 
defcribe the horrors of my foul as I 
filently ftepped along, cafting an eye of 
mingled pity and defpair upon my chil- 
dren. I curfed in fccrct my own cxift-^ 
c^ce, and wiihed for fpme fudden thun- 
^dcrbolt tocrulh me into nothing. All 
truft in God or his providence had now 
wholly fprfaken me, and I looked upon 
him as neglefting all other obje<fls of 
his wrath, and exerting his omnipotence 
againft me and mine alone. 

Peggy, as I fuppofe, perceived how it 
was with me, and kept behind a while, 
that (he might give way to the prefent 
tumult and diftemper of my mind ; at 
length, hoping to adminiftcr fome mat- 
ter of comfort to me, Ihe came up, and 
filently put a few fhillings into my hand, 
faying. Courage, my dear hufband, all 
cannot be loft while we have a God who 
is infinitely rich to depend upon. Ay, 

faid 
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iaid I, thefc arc the fruits ofyour dreamt/ 
' thefe are your prourifed blefltngs that hea<^ 
ven had in ftore for us. And flill has 
in ftore, ihe replied ; the fame hand that 
holds the rod holds the comforting ftaflT 
alfo. Tell me not of comfort, I cried, I 
fee that the face of Ood is fet in blacknefs 
and blafting again ft me. But, for me, it 
matters not, had he not taken me at an 
advantage. He fees that 1 have eight 
Hves, all dearer than my own, and he is 
determined to kill mein every oneof them. 
Do not caft from you, my love, ftc * 
laid, the only crutch that the world and 
the wretched l>ave to reft upon. God is 
pleafed, perhaps, to take all hum.fi means . 
from us, that he may (hew forth the won- 
ders of his power in our relief. While 
any other hope is left, we are* apt to truft 
to that hope, and we look not toward the 
fecret hand by which we are fed and fup^ 
ported ; but, wlien all is loft, all gone, 
* wiicn no other ftay is left, fhould fudden 
mercy come upon us, our Comforter then 
becomes vifible, he ftands revealed in his 
greatnefs and glory before us, and we 
are compelled to cry out with unbelieving 
Thomas, My Lord and my God ! 

Though thefe pious expoftulations of 
my dearly-beloved preacher had little in- 
fluence, at the time, for appeafing my 

own 
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own paffiojis, I was yet pleafed that my 
P^gy had her fecret confolations, but 
little imagined that her prophecy ap« 
]»-oached (b near to its completion. 

For two days we held on, living on 
iuch bread and milk as we could pur- 
chafe at the cottages that had the charity. 
to receive us. But my boy, who was on 
the breaft, grew exceeding fick ; fo we 
w^e obliged to ihorten our journeys for 
the two fucceeding days, partly begging 
and partly paying for fuch viAuals as we - 
could procure. Toward evening we came • 
within fight of this town. Our little 
money was quite exhaufted,- and our 
child grown too ill to hear further tra- 
vel ; fo I looked about, and perceived 
' fome rooflefs walls that flood off fron& 
the highway, and thither we turned and 
took up our bleak abode. . 

For the three following days I fre- 
quented the road, and, by begging, pro- 
cured what fcantily kept my family from 
periihing. Mean time my fpiiit was 
tamed and fubdued by the habit of mor-. 
tification, and I looked up to heaven, and 
cried, Pardon, pardon, O my God ! the 
offences and blafphemies of my murmur* 
ings againft you ! You formerly bleffed me 
with an over-abundance of bleflings, and 
that too for a long fcafon ; and, as Job 
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juftly fays, Shall wereceiregoodatthehand 
of God, ^and not recciye evil ? -^O Friend^ 
and Saviour of finners! if thou lovcft 
whom thou chafieneft, and receiveft thofe 
whom thou doft fcourge, when death 
(hall have put a period to the fufierings . 
of mortality, may I not humbly look t0 
find grace at the fbotfiool of the throne 
of thy mercy ? 

At length our child died this morning, 
and we buried him in our hovel, and 
watered his grave with tbe tears that we 
flied for him and for each other. The 
reft. Sir, you know, till this angel of God 
was fent, to accomplifh the prediction of 
my Peggy in all its fulnefs. 

Here Homely conduded ; and, after 
a paufe and a de^p figh, Mr. Fenton de- 
manded. Have you told me the whole of 
your hiftory, Mr. Homely ? I have, fo 
plcafe your Honour, through every par- 
ticular of any fignification. — I am forry 
foP it. Pray think again. Did you ne- 
ver meet with any advent^ire that is yet 
unrecited ? Did you never fave any perfon 
at your own peril ? — No, Sir, — O, 
now! recollect. 

Some two or three and twenty years 
ago, as I fled from the bailiffs who pur- 
fued me, as I told you, for the baU of 
my brother^ I came to the river Avon : 

the 
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ihe flood was great and rapid after the 
late rains, and I thought of looking for 
a place of fntioother water for my pafiage, 
when a gentleman and lady, attended by 
a train of fervafats, came ridiiig along the 
banks. As they rode, chatting and laugh- 
ing, a fowler, who was concealed in 
a copfe juft at^ hand, let fly at a bird j 
whereupon the fiery horfe that the gentle- 
man was on took fright, and, with a bound, 
fuddenly plunged into the current ; where- 
at the kdy gave a loud fliriek, and fell 
fenfelefs to the ground. The horfe rofe 
niidthout his rider, and fwam down the 
ftream. Soon after the rider appeared, 
and the attendants were divided between 
their care of the lady and their lamenta- 
tions' for their mafter on the edge pf the 
bank. Then, feeing no other help, my 
heart fmpte me, and I caft myfelf in with- 
out reflection. I kept aloof, however, 
for fear he fliould grapple at me, and fink 
us both together; fo I fupported and 
fliovcd him before me toward land, till, 
having" reached the bank, I laid hold on 
it wiui one hand, and with the other 
raifed him up within the reach of his 
fervantS) who had ftretched themfelves 
flat upon the brink to receive him ; then, 
being already drenched, and having no- 
^ thing 
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thing further to do, I turned and fwam 
over, and fo made my efcape. 

Did you alk the name of the party 
whom you faved in the manner you fay ? 
No truly. Sir, there was no lofure tor 
fuch an inquiry-. — ^ Why did you not wait 
for the recompenfe that was fo juftly your 
due for fo great a deliverance ? — Recom- 
penfe ! Pleafe your Honour, I could have 
done no lefs for the beggar who begs at 
the corner. 

Noble, noble fellow! exclaimed Mr, 
Fenton, I am he, I am he whom you faved 
that day, my brother ! — And fo faying, 
he arofe^ and caught Homely in his arms, 
and preflcd, and prefFed him over again, 
to his bofom. While Harry, all impa- 
tient, feized hold of Homely alfo, and 
flruggled hard to get him to lumfelf from 
his father. 

When they were fomething compofed, 
and all again feated. Ah, Homely, fays 
Mr. Fenton, I have fent and made many 
inquiries after you; but not for many 
years after the day in which you faved 
me. I hated, I loathed you for having 
prolonged my life to fuch a mifery as 

no other man ever endured. O ^h, 

that lady ! that lady ! But no mat- 
ter for the prcfcnt (and, fo faying, 

he wiped the fweiling tear from his eye.) 

Tell 
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— Tell me. Homely. — That, devil, 
"Sir Freeftone! — I am not of a malici* 
ous temper^ and yet I wifli for nothing 
i3iore than full vengeance on his head. — . 
Don't you believe that he went to you, 
with a felonious intention of defrauding 
you of your property ? — Believe it, Sir ! 
I can fwear it. The circumftances and 
their confequences are full evidence 
thereof 

Very well, faid Mr. Fenton, though 
we may not be able to carry a civil action 
Sigainfl him ; we may affail him with bet- 
ter advantage in a criminal way. 1 will 
draw up and take your depofition my- 
fclf ; and, to-morrow, 1 will fend you with 
a note to Lord Portland, where more 
may be done for you, my Homely, than 
you think. 

In the mean time, you and your fami- * 
ly fhall take up your abode in the back 
part of my houfe, and from thence you 
Ihall not depart, till, as your Peggy's 
dream has it, all your lofl'es fhall be re- 
Ibored to you fevenfold upon earth ; what 
your portion may be in heaven, muft be 
your own care ; and may the Spirit of 
grace guide you in the way you ihould 

go- 
Early the next morning, Mr Fenton 

fiait Homely to London with his dcpo- 

Vc^.lV. 1 lition 
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fition and fcveral papers, accompanied by 
a ^letter from himfelf to Lord Portland*. 
In the evening Homely returned^ and, 
entering with a face of triumph, he {d^ 
zed Mr. Fenton's hand, and eagerly kiC- 
ing it, Bleffed, blefled be the hand, he 
died, that hath the power of God, among 
men, for good works. When I fent in 
your Honour's letter, I was not detained a 
moment. His Lordfhip made me lit down, 
perufed my papers with attention, qtie- 
fiioned me on the particulars, griew in* 
flamed againft Sir Freeftone, and gave 
him tw-o or three hearty curies for an ex- 
ecrable villain. He then called a gentle- 
man to him who \vas in waiting, and or- 
dered an attachment to be inftantly i^uecf 
againft the knight. It was accordingly 
executed uponliim, and he now lies in:- 
J>Iewgate. Godbepraifcd! faid Mr. Fen- 
ton, fo far there is equity ftifl extant 
upon earth. 

It is not unnatural tofuj)pofe, that Mf. 
Fenton's family were immoderately fond 
of thofe whofe father had faved the life 
of their moft dear matter. Mr. Clement, 
in particular, took pains and pleafure in 
forwarding the boys in their letters ; and 
Mrs. Qement pafled moft of her time 
very happily with Peggy and haf little 
^rls. 

Frank, 
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Frank, the butler, had been abroad 
upon an expedition, at the time that Mr. 
Homelyns family arrived; and did not 
return till Homely had come back from 
Lord Portland's. He was then inform- 
ed, with joy, of the guefts they had got ; 
and he waited with impatience, till the 
man he longed to fee fhould come out 
from his mafter. As foon as he appear* 
ed, he catched one of his hands in both 
t>f his, and, looking lovingly at him, 
cried. Do I once more behold that happy 
face, Mr. Homely ? I was the man to 
whofe hands you delivered my preci- 
ous lord from the devouring of the floods. 
Gladly, Heaven knows, would I have fa* 
crific^ my own life for the falvation of 
his*. But, alas ! I had no ikili in contend- 
ing with the waters, and the furc lofs of 
my own life would not have given the 
imalleft chance for the recovery of my 
mgfter. You are the perfon, Mr. Home- 
ly, to whom God committed that bleifed 
taft: and trufl : and Mr. James, and I, 
and all of us, have agreed to make up a 
Irandred pounds apiece for your chil- 
dren, in acknowledgment of the benefit 
you did us on that day. 

Here Homely tooK Frank very af- 
Feftionately into his arms, and, with a 
Falbering voice, faid, Your offer, Sir, is 

I 2 ^^"^^ 
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dear, very dear, indeed^ unto me, as it 
is a proof of that love which you all {o 
warmly bear to our common lord and 
mailer. If there is any occafion, I will 
not refufe this extraordinary inftance of 
your benevolence ; but our matter's in- 
fluence and bounty are doing much in my 
behalf: and, in the mean time, I will 
take it as a very particular favour, if you 
will be pleafed to introduce me to my fel- 
low-fervants of this houfe. 

Within the following fortnight, a fer- 
vant in a rich livery came on a foaminjg 
horfe, and, delivering a letter at the door, 
rode away directly. ^ The letter ran thus : 

To He nry Fznton, Efq; 

Dear Sir, 

TH E trial of our recreant knight is 
at hand ; and, if you infift upon 
it, (hall be profecuted .to the utmoft ex* 
tent of our laws. The wretch, indeed, 
deferves to be gibbeted. But he has re- 
lations of worth and confideration among 
us. They have befought me to ihield 
them from ihame on this occafion ; arid I 
join them in requeftingyou to accept the 
inclofcd order for three thoufand pounds, 
in favour of your clicijt, together vnth 

his 
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h\^ farm and efFefts, which Attorney 
Snack fhall immediately reftore. 

Let me have yoilr anfwer within threfe 
days 'y and believe me 

. Your true 

as well as obliged fervant, 
* PortlaiJd^ 

The day following Mr. Fenton fent 
Harry, iii his chariot, attended by Mr. 
James and two fervants in livery, to re^ 
turn his acknowledgments to the favou- 
rite of the King^ 

Lord Portland received our hero with 

Jleafure and furprife equally evident in 
is countenance. As he piqued himfelf 
on being one of the finett perlbnages in 
the nation, he fecretly refpecled his own 
refemblance in another. 

After a few mutual compliments and 
fome occafional difcourfe, the Eirl told 
Harry that he muft take a private dinner 
with him. We are quite alone, fays he^ 
only two vifcounts, a baronet, and four 
or five gentlemen of the minifterial quill. 
Pray, my Lord, faid Harry fmiling, is a 
dinner the whole of their penfion ? Not 
fo. Sir, I confefs; they are the Swifs of \ 
title lettered world, and fight for pay. 
They were formerly of the oppoSte jun- 

. I 3 toj 



Jj8 The FOOL of qUALITY. 

to ; but they have changed their opinions 
along witli their party ; and our honour 
oblifi[es us to give them at leaft as much 
in the caufe of the crown, as they for- 
merly got in the caufe of the populace* I 
doubt, my Lord, returned Harry, that 
their iilence would anfwer yoiur ends full 
as well as their oratory, unlefs your trea- 
fury could hold out in bribing people to 
read alfo. Very pleafantly fevere, indeed, 
replied the laughing Earl. But come, the 
bdl calls us to dinner. 

When dinner was over, and chearful* 
nefs circulated with the bottle, I would 
give a ^ood deal to know, M^ufter Fen* 
ton, faid the Earl, what you and vour £i* 
ther think of his Majefly and his mini* 
ilers ? Should I fpeak my downright fen- 
timents, my Lord, anfwered Harry, in 
fome things I might offend, and in othcxg 
appear to flatter. O, you cannot offend 
in the leaft, cried the Earl ; we are daily 
accufiomed to be told of all the faults 
whereof we are, or may be, or might 
have been guilty ; and as to flattery, 
you know it is the food of us courtiers. 
Why, my Lord, ypu want no champion 
for the prefent, faid Harry : you arc all, 
as I perceive, on one Hde of the^uefiion ; 
and, if fome one docs not appear, how* 
ever io'.potent, to oppofe you, the fliittle* 

cock 
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dock of converfation may fall to the 
ffround. Right, very right, my fweet fel- 
low, rejoined his Lordfliip ; proceed, yoa 
flull have nothing but fair play, 1 pro- 
mife you. 

To be ferious then, faid Harry, my 
father thinks, in the firft place, (for I 
liave no manner of fkUl in fuch matters), 
he thinks, I fay, that his Mijefly is one 
of the greateft warriors and one of the 
wifeft ftatefraen that ever exifted. lie 
thinks, hotvever, that he has attachments 
and views that look fomething , further 
jthan the mere interefts of the people by 
whom be has been elefted ; but he lays, 
tE;it thofe views ought, in a meafurc, to 
be indulged, in return for the very great 
benefits that he has done us. He is, 
^herefqre, grieved to find that his M^jefty 
."has met. with fo much reluflance ^nd 
coldneis from a nation fo obliged. 

You are a darling of :^ politician, ex- 
<|;umed the Earl ; but we will ixot thank 
you for your compliments, till we know 
what you have further to object againft 

My father adnaits, my Lord, that his 
Maiefty and his minifters have re-efta- 
blimed and exhibited, . in fair and . open 
light, the moft glorious conftitution that 
ever was conftrufted. But then he ap- 

I ^ prehends. 
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prehends, that you are beginning to fap 
the foundations of the pile that you 
yourfelves erefted. 

As how, my dear young Mentor ? By 
being over bounteous in paying former 
iriends, and by being ftill more profufe 

in procuring new adherents. Child 

of honour, cried the Earl, another, lefs 
elegant than yourfelf, would have Taid 
that we are fapping the conftitution by 
bribery and corruftion. You have, in- 
deed, my Harry, delicately tempered 
your admoniticns, even like the cup of 
life, the fweets with the bitters. But 
what fay you, Gentlemen, Ihall a babje 
lately from the breaft, bear away the 
whole palm from people grown grey iu 
politics ? 

The young gentleman, fays Mr. Veer^ 
(the principal of the court- writers), talks 
wonderfully for one not verfed in the fub- 
jeft of which he treats. The people of 
F.ngland are ftupidly proud and licentiouf- 
ly ungovernable; they are the moft igno* 
lantj arid yet mgft obftinate of any people 
upon earth ; it is only by their being felf- 
ilh that they become in a;ny degree ma- 
nageable ; if their voices were not bought, 
they would either give them toperfonsof 
their own ftupid caft, unknowing in our 
Lws cr our conftitution, or to mien of an 

anti- 
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antimonarchal and republican fpirit, who 
would be perpetually putting rubs before 
the wheels of good government. 

I never knew till now. Sir, returned 
Harry, that, in order to make people 
true to their country and their King, 
that is, in order to make men honeft, it 
was neceffary to corrupt them. But I 
have ftill good hopes, that the pifturc 
M^hich you have drawn of our governors 
is not altogether a juft one. 

Governors ! cries Veer, I fpoke not a 
word of governors. You. fpoke of the 
people. Sir, fays Harry, and they^, as. I 
take it, are our governors. The people 
our governors 1 tliis is the moft wonder- 
ful and the neweft doctrine that ever I 
heard. A do<5krine even as old as the 
conftitution, rejoins Harry : They are not 
only oar governors, but more abfolutely 
fo than any fo ftyled. His Lordihip is the 
only man in company whofe perfon, ia 
fome tnftances, is exempt from their ju- 
rifdiction ; ' but his property remains ItiU 
fubjeded to their deciiion 

No law can be made in Britain but by 
the people in their proxies : And, when 
thofe laws are made, the people are again 
conftituted the judges thereof on their 
jury-tribunals through their refpeftive 
ihiresi \ as alio judges of facts *and rights^ 

I 5 whether 
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whether civil or criminal, throughout the 
realm. 

Thus their privilege of making laws 
for themfelves in Parliament, and of 
judging of the faid laws (when made) on 
Juries, compofes, as it were, a rudder, 
whereby the people are admitted (glori- 
ouQy) to fi^er the vefiel of their own com- 
monwealth. 

Would it not be a pity, then, that fo 
great a people fhould be no other than 
juich as Mr. Veer has defcribed them, a 
parcel of ignorant, licentious, felfiffa, bafe, 
venal proftitutes, unenlightened by re^ 
fon, and uninfluenced by confciencc i 

If they ihould be reduced, if it is poP 
fible, I fay, that they ihould ever be re- 
duced to fo very vile and deplorable a 
fiate, it can only be by ths very me^ 
fures that Mr. Veer has recommended. 
The chara6ler, as ye know^ of a certain 
dd tempter is not over amiable, and I 
fliould be forry that any whom I love 
and refped ihould follow in his ilcps. 

And now. Gentlemen, take the argn* 
xnent home to yourfelves. The people 
have the difpolal of our lives, liberties, 
and properties. Which of 70U then 
would like to have life itfelf, and all that 
is valuable in it, at the arbdtraticm of tt 
pack of wretches, who, being wholly fdf- 
I ilh^ 
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i&) can have no kindred feelings, or com« 
paflion for you ? who, being themfelves 
devoid of honour and equity, cannot 
judge according to the one or the other ; 
who, being already accuftomed to influ- 
ence find proilitution, have their ears 
and hands open to all who would whifper 
'pr bribe them to your prejudice ? 

I, as a fool. Gentlemen, utter the die-' 
•tates of wif4om, for I fpeak the fenti- 
stents of a v^xkch wifer an.d.much better 
man than myfelf* Should a general cor- 
jruption take place in the land, adieu to 
all virtue ; adieu to humanity, and all fo- 
cial connexions ! all r^afph 9pd law, all 
<on{cience and magiftracy, all public and 
private weal, mufl vanifh or be confound-* 
cd in one chaos together. And from 
lience it is felf-evidqnt, that he who de-' 
bauches the morals of the leaft of his 
Majefiy's fubjedts, is an enemy to his 
King, to his country and mankind. 

I proteft, faid hi^ Lordihip, with fome 
little confiiiion, I never beheld this matter 
in the fame light before ; but I fliall take 
care to infpea and examine it at better 
leifure. 

Here the company rofe to feparate ; 
"when, Harry ftepping towards Veer with 
an affectionate plea^intry in his counte* 
fiance^ Mr^ y^wr* %s he, I fear I have 

I 6 sniibehaved 
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mifbehaved a Bttle to-day ; I am naturally 
waim. and am apt to be too much To on 
particular fubjefts. O Sir, fays Veer, I 
am an old prizefighter, and accufiomed 
to cuts ; but I now know my man, and 
{ball hereafter avoid engaging, or keep 
barely on the defenfive; do mc the ho- 
nour, however, as old combatants were 
wont, to fliake hands, at parting, in to-, 
ken of hearts frtt from malice. In the 
conteft of love, Mr^ Veer, you never 
fhall foil me, cried Harry*. 

Now, my Lord, if you have any conh- 
mands for my father, pray let me have 
the pTeafiire of being your meflenger. 
Upon my honour, my Idear bov, and that 
is the oath of a lord, you ihall not part 
from me for this night at Icaft. My father. 
Sir, will be uneafy. I will difpatch on^ 
to him direftly; I have particular de* 
figns upon you j you muft go with roe ta 
the levee j I cannot refute myfelf the 
pleafure of introducing you to hrs Ma- 
jefty ; I expeft to fitt credit by you, I 
rather fear, my Lord, that I may do you 
fome difgrace.^ 

O, cried the Jlarl, you think ypu are 
rot fine ciiough. Why, truly you will 
fee folk there sf much more luftrous 
attire. But let others difgrace their or- 
naaoents; be you humbly content, nnr 

cbild^ 
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child, with adorning your drefs. Hany 
bluflied and bowed. 

When they arrived at court, the Earl 
left his young friend a while in the levee- 
room, and went to impart fome matters 
to the King in his clofet. 

While our hero ftoodin the croud, 
fome one came and pinned a paper to his 
back, whereon was written, in capital 
letters, THE FOOL. 

However it did not remain long enough 
to do him much difgrace. A young gen- 
tleman of a graceful figure and very 
amiable afpeft, preffed clofe behind Harry, 
and gently ftole the writing away ; then, 
taking him by the hand, requefted to 
fpeak with him apart. 

I wonder. Sir, faid the flranger, wha 
it was that could be fo malicious, or fo 
bafe, as to fatten this title on your back; 
1 am certain he mull never have feea 
your face* O, Sir, faid Harry, blufhing 
and fmiling together, this muft have been 
the office of fome old acquaintance ; it is 
the title to which I have been accuftomed 
from my infancy, and I am well contented 
to carry it with me to the grave ; I am 
much affected, Sir, however, by this un- 
comiiion inftance of your hiunanity to an 
imknown ; pray add to the obligation by 

letting 
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ktting me know to whom it is that I am 
fo endearingly bound. 

. My name. Sir, is Thornhill. I am 
juft aiTived from my travels ; and I would 
willingly go my long journey over again 
to become juft fuch another fool. as you 
are- 
Harry feized him by the hand, and 
gave him at once the fqueeze and the 

look of love. Sir Wilham Thornhill, 

Iprefume? — The fame, my dear Sir. — 
1 nave been enamoured of your chara^Eler 
4)efore I iaw you^ Sir William . My luime 
is Harry Fenton ; Ilive oniHampftead-hiU^ 
I fee that your pleafure lies in communis 
4:fiting ipl^ure, I am therefore pecfuaded 

J^ou will indulge me with a call, at iome 
dfure hour. — I will not defer that ad- 
vantage a iingle day. 1 ihall have the 

•longings of a lover, till you arrive. 

jiere the lUng entered, and all con- 
verfe was broken oiF. Lord Fartland, 
looking about, difcovered Harry, and, 
taking him by 'the hand, led him up, and 
left him fianding before his Majefty» 
Then, approaqhing the Royal ear. May it 
pleafe you, l^e, lays he, this is the foa 
of the gentleman who advanced us two 
bundred thoufand poiinds on our expedi- 
^on £rom HoUdad;» 

The 
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The King turned to Harry with a fo- 

lemn and piercing look ; and, having 

€yed him for fome time, he again turned 

to the Earl, and cried, Ay, Portland, this 

is fomething, this, indeed, is a gem fit 

to fet in th.e crown of a monarch. He 

then reached forth his hand, and, while 

jovir hero ftooped to kifs it, he preiTed 

Harry's ihoulder with his other hand. 

My dear child, faid the King, we are 
much obliged to your father. You, by 
.inberitance, are attached to our crown, 
and you may juftly demand whatever we 
can beftow. We humbly thank your 
Majefty, anfwered Harry ; we only claim 
-the privilege of ferving you with all our 
.hearts and all our powers. 

Which would you chufe, the army, 
:Or the court ? Indeed I ihould beft like 
to have you about my own perfon. That 
is.cbeipitch to which I afpire, anfwered 
Harry, as foon as I am capable of fi> high 
41 duty. 

But why have you been fuch^ ftranger ? 
iaid the king ; had we feen you before, 
J think we ihould have not forgot you» 
O Sire, faid Harry, I am but as a bii^d 
-from the neft, and this is the firft of my 
unfledged excurfions. If a bird, cried 
the king, it muft be a young eagle. Not 
jft). Sire, anfwered Harry, I fbould then 

better 
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better fupport the brightnefs of the fun 
that is now before me. — I would give 
one of my kingdoms that you were my 
fon ! — I am already one of millions of 
happy fons and daughters who have the 
glory of calling you their royal father! 

So faying, our hero bowed twice, and 
drew back ; while the King looked to- 
ward him in filence and wonder. 

After fome talk with his courtiers, his 
Majefly retired. And lx)rd Portland took 
Harry, and was followed by a number of 
the young gentry, to the ball-room. 

There the Queen, at the upper end, 
was feated under a canopy, her maids 
of honour attending, and two brilliant 
ranges of foreign and Britiih ladies were 
feated on either hand. 

ITie Earl gave a whifper to the mailer 
of the ceremonies, and he immediately 
led Harry up to the prefence, where he 
had the honour of ktffing Queen Mary's 
fair hand. *- 

After fome whifpering chat between 
her Majefty and Lord Portland, the ball 
was ordered to be opened by our hero 
and the lovely young Princefs of Heffe. 

All eyes were fixed upon them with 
attention ftill as night, while they, moved 
Uke Homer's gods without feeming to 

preis 
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prefs the ground ; or like a mift before 
the breeze along the iide of fome ftately 
"hill. 

As foon as the mintiet was clofed, iht 
Princcfs faid foftly to Harry, in French-, 
The Louvre^ Sir, if you pleafe. 

This was a dance of the neweftfafhibn, 
and was calculated to fliew forth and ex- 
hibit a graceful perfon in all the poffiblc 
elegancies of movement and attitude. 

As foon as they had finifhed, the whole 
aflembly coyld fcarce refrain from break- 
ing forth in loud plaudits, as at the pu^ 
blic" theatre ; and a humming of mixed 
voices and patting feet was heard through*; 
out. 

When Harry had led the Princefs to 
her feat, and left her with a bow of the 
mod expreflive. refpeft ; he happened to 
fee Lady Louifa's brother, and, hinting to 
the Lord Chamberlain his defire to dance 
with Kcr, his Lordlhip readily indulged 
him. 

When Harry had finifhed, the Lord 
Chamberlain honoured Sir William Thorn- 
hill with Lady Louifa's hand; and, after 
four or five more minuets, the country- 
dances began ; in which all the younger 
part of the company joined, except Lord 
Bottom, who refuied to fiep forth, and 

fat 
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£it apart rtuninating and feeding on }u$ 
own cogitations. 

The rrincefs and our hero led up the 
dance, and Louifa and Sir William were 
appointed the next in comfc, in order txi 
do the principal hononiB to the two y oun^ 
firangcr^. 

In the intervals .of dancing, lady 
Louifa took occaiion to fav to Hany, 
You are a great ilranger, oir, but w^ 
.delire you mould be to, ilnce we did 
not treat you with the refpe& that your 
merit fhould have commanded* That^ 
jyfadam, anfwered Harry, is not whcdly 
the caiuTe of my diflance ; but there are 
perfons whofe lovelinefs is more focaii* 
^blc to me than an arrangement of 
fabred huffars with their fierceJoobong 
muflaches. 

Harry had no fooner fatd this than his 
heart fmote him with remorfe: for, though 
Louifa was indeed lovely, and he felt 
for her the propenfities and tender- 
nefs of a brother ; yet ihe was not of 
that fpecies of beauty that was formed ip 
£x his heart : and he fecretlv reproached 
iiimfelf for having attemptea to r^e the 
vanity, or draw the afiedions of an in* 
nocent girl, with no further view than 
of making a parade of his own talents ; a 

meafiu^e. 
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soeaiurey he juBiy judged^ unbecoming 
a JDan of a fpark of honour or integrity.. 

As ibon as the dances were ended, and 

that all had mixed, and jchatted, and 

roved about a while, Harry obferved Sir 

William .coming towards iiim in a little 

fiufter. What is ihe matter, my friend, 

iays Harry, pray what has difcompofed 

you ? ' — TeU me, my dear Harry, that 

jackanapes in the blue and gold^ do you 

iknow who he is? I proteft, had it not 

been for the refpe^l I owe the prefence, 

J would have chaftifed him .on the fpot. 

The idance was no fooner done, than he 

^ame up mth a moil provoking fauci- 

JU& in hi9^ look. I wonder. Sir, faid be, 

at.theiniblence of one of your rank ; you 

jought to have had more modefiy than to 

iiiffer yourfelf to be paired with a Xady 

Jb £dx above you* 

O, cried Harry, taking Sir WiDiam 
-very lovingly under the arm, pafs this 
iinatter .over, my fweet friend, I befeech 
-you. That is young Lord Bottom, the 
T«ry perfon who, I am pretty confident, 
contnved the honour of the fafquinadg 
ion my back this day. But, he is brother 
.to the fweet girl with whom vou danced. 
JFor hor fake, for my fake, mrgive him, 
J entreat you ; but, above all^ forgive 
liim for tne iake of his dear father the 

Earl 
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Earl of Mansfield, one of the nobleft na^ 
bles, and one of the worthieft men that 
ever ftept on Englifh ground* He ha? 
been thefe two years paft abroad upoa 
an embatfy ; and, while he is promoting' 
the interefts of the pubHc, has left his 
own houfehold unchauened andunguided. 

Here the converfe of the friends was 
fuddenly broken off. The Lord Cham* 
berlain came, and, tapping Harry on the 
ihoulder, told him that the C^een deiired 
to fpeak with him. 

When he had with a lowly reverence 
advanced to the throne. You are, faid the 
Queen, the moft accompHflicd cavalier 
that ever I beheld ; and, had I fufficient 
youth and beauty, 1 would chufe you 
for my knight to bear my fame through 
the world. I would raclier, faid Harry, 
that your Majefty would employ me on 
fome more dangerous ent'erprife. How 
is that ? faid the CMieen. Why, anfwered 
Harry, your Majefty *s champion could 
have little or nothing to do, as all would 
willingly acknowledge the jufticc of his 
caufe. 

You are, cried the Queen, the lovelieft 
and the fweeteft fellow! ever knew. My 
eye has followed you all along, and mark* 
cd you for my own, and I muft either beg 
or fteal you from our good friend your 

father. 
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father. I, therefore, want no token to 
put me in mind of you, but you may 
want fome token to keep your friends in 
your memory. Here are two piftures ; 
the one is the portrait of our matter and 
fovereign lord ; the other is the pifturc of 
the woman who fits before you, lowly, 
fimple, unadorned; chufe which you 
pleafe. 

Give me the plain picture, cried Harry, 
with a kind of rapture ; it fliall hence; 
forth become my riches and my orna- 
ment. 

So faying, he bent his knee, and, ta- 
king the little portrait, he preffed it to his 
lips with the ardour of an ancient lover 
in romance. Then, putting it into his 
bofom, he gracefully arofe, and retired 
from the prcfence. 

O, the fool, the egtegious fool ! m ut- 
tered fome^ Nobly, moft nobly done ! 
cried others. 

As Ilarry was following the Earl of 
Portland down ftairs. Lord Bottom came 
up in the croud, and, in ahalf-whifper, faid. 
You are too great a man to-day. Sir, to 
acknowledge your old acquaintance. But 
not fo great a fool, retorted Harry, as not 
to be taught my diftance with thofe who, 
like Lord Bottom, haye a right to look 
down upon me. 

After 
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After a Ihort but found fleep, Harrj 
hurried home to prepare for the reception 
of his new friend. He told Mr. Fenton 
that Sir William was returned ; how he 
had been obligingly made known to him 
in the forementioned' inftance of his hu- 
manity to a ftranger ; and that he had 
promifed to be with them that morning. 
But, pray^ Sir, don't tell Homely a word 
of the coming of his landlord, till we 
place them, as it were by furprife, face to 
face. 

In about an hour after, a chaife and 
four came rapidly to the door ; and Harry 
inftantly fprung out, and caught his friend 
in his arms before he came to the groud. 

The two friends entered the parlour, 
carefling and careiTed, and caftins; looks 
of cordial love and delight on each other. 
My father. Sir, faid Harry, and led^Sir Wil- 
liam by the hand to Mr. Fenton, who re- 
ceived him with a countenance of that 
heart-fpeaking complaifance, which ne- 
ver fails to attach the foul of the per- 
fon to whom ft is directed. Ah, my 
Harry, cried Sir William, I no longer 
wonder at you ; I fee that you are all 
that you are by inheritance. 

But, Sir, continued he, you had like to 

have loft your fon, laft night. Their 

Maiefties were moft unwilling to quit 

tbar bold of him, and, I bcUeve in mr 



The fool c^f qUALITY. 2tf 

foul, would willingly have adopted him 
the heir of their crown. I fhould be ve- 
ry forry. Sir William, replied Mr. Fenton, 
to fee a circle about his head that would 
^ve him an aching heart. I am fure 
that is the cafe with the prefent royal 
proprietors. In a limited monarchy like 
ours, the ftation of the prince is looked 
upon with a malignant eye by the envi- 
ous, and, at the fame time, rendered un- 
^fv by the perpetual contefts between 
rights and privileges on the one part, 
and prerogative on the other. 

Moreover, Sir William, 1 Ihall never 
wiih toffee one of my child's difpofition 
on the throne of Great Britain. I flioulcf 
be jealous of fuch a perfon, in behalf of 
my country. No people could be more 
tenacious of their liberties than the 
Swedes, till Guflavus the fon of Eric, 
afcended the throne. His manners were 
fo amiable, his virtues fo confpicuous, 
his government fo juft, and he made fo 
popular an ufe of all his powers, that his 
fubjecls thought they could never commit 
enough into his hands. But what was 
the confequence? His fucceffors made 
ills power a precedent for their own, 
"Without attending to the precedent of 
adminiftration^ 

Thus 
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Thus you fee, that a prince of qua* 
lities eminently popular might prove of 
dangerous tendency to a free people, for- 
afmuch as he might charm the eyes of 
their jealoufy to fleep, and fo feducc 
them from that guard which is^ ever ne- 
ceflary t9 preclude the encroachments of 
ambition^ . 

But, Sir William, may we not order 
your horfes up ? You muft not think of 
' going till you take a plain dinner with 
us. A fupper too, Sir, moft joyfully, 
anfwered the Knight* I leave London 
in the morning on a certain expedition, 
and (hall not have the pleafure of em- 
bracing you agaia for fome time. 

Mr. Fenton then addreffing the Baro- 
net with a fmile. Our Harry here^ Sir 
William, never faw a court before j it is 
natural therefore to think that he muft 
have been greatly amufed, and his young 
heart deceived by the fplendor and pa- 
rade. But you have feen and obferved 
upon many courts of late; pray what 
do you thmk of the entertainment they 
afibrd ? 

As of the dulleft of all dull farces, 
anfwered the knight. All the courts 
that I have feen are nearly of the fame 
caft. Conceive to yourfelf. Sir, a fiage 
or theatre of comedians without audi- 

2 tors 
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.tors or fpeft^ors. They are aU aftors, 
and aH aA nearly the fame part of fo- 
lemn complaifance and naufeous grimace. 
Each intends to impofe, and yet no one 
is inipofed upon ; where profeflions arc 
taken to imply the very jreverfe of what 
they CKprefs. 

What do you fay to this, Harry ? faid 
i^Ir, Fentbn. 1 have very little to fay. 
Sir, in favour of the actors, b^Jt the ac- 
trefies, as I take it, afford tetter enter- 
tainment. Here Sir William and Mr. 
Fenton laughed ; and Harry, upon a 
wink, ftepped out to bring in Homely, 
as it were by accident. 

Sir William, faid Mr. Fenton, there is 
a man come to this houfe, who once fa- 
vcd my life at the rifk of his own. It is 
.a great many years ago, and I have not 
feenhim fince the aclion till very lately. 
I have fent Harry for him, that you Hjuv 
learn the particulars, and advife with me 
what recompenfe he ought to receive. 

If the recompenfe is to be proporti- 
oned to the value of the* life he laved, 
my Honoured Sir, I fliould not know 
where' to fix the bounds of retribution. 
And^ in truth, Mr. Fenton, from my 
knowledge of you this day, I alfo hold 
myfelf very highly his debtor. 

Vol. IV. K At 
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At this inflant Harry led in Homely 
by the hand, and left him fianding di- 
fecUy oppofite to the Baronet. 

Homely gazed with all his eyes, and 
flood mute through aftonifliment.— =-^-^ At 
length he exclaimed, Blefs me! — mercy 
upon me ! — as fure as I hope for heaven, 
— it is — I think it is, my dear young 
matter ! 

Sir William, at the voice, lifted up his 
eyes to Homely, and, rememberiiag his 
marked man, rofe quickly, and, fpringing 
foi-ward, embraced hiin with much fa- 
miliar afFeclion ; while Mr. Fenton fat, 
and his Harry flood bcfide him, both 
wrapt in their own delicious fenfibilitres. 

My dear Homely, my old companion 
nnd brother fportfman ! cried Sir Wil- 
liam, how in the world comes this about ? 
fo joyfully, fo unexpcftedly to meet you 
here ! — How is your wife, and pretty 
babes ? I hope you left all well at home. 

Yes, pleafc ) our Honour, they arc all 
well, wonderfully well in this houfe, I 
affure you ; for, indeed, your Homely 
has no other home upon earth. 

What you tell me is quite aftonifliing, 
replied the Knight; no home for you 
within the manor "and demefne of your 
friend ? What misfortunes, what revolu- 
tions, could bring this wonder to pafs ? 

Sit 
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Sit down, faid Mr. Fenton, pray be 
feated, Mr, Homely, and give your lord 
a fQcdnd but deliberate account of the 
inimitable pair. Sir Freefone, and his 
coadjutor. 

As.foon as Homely had told his tale, 
from the commencement of his diftreifes 
to his arrival at the hovel, he flopped 
fliort, and faid, — I have fome thing more 
to impart 4 — but I hope your Honour will 
.pardon me, — I am loath to deprive your 
friends of your company ; but then my 
Peggy and my boys will be fo tranfported 
to fee your dear face again, that I cannot 
but befeech you to indulge them, a mi- 
nute or two, with that bkfling. 

Sir William rofe with a troubled hu- 
fnanity in his countenance, ^and followed 
to a back apartment, where Homely 
again flopped him fhort ; and,^ before he 
would, tatke him to his Peggy, lie there 
gave him a minute detail of all his ob- 
£gations to what he called this wonder- 
.ful family. But pray. Sir, continued he, 
ict them know very little of what I have 
told you } for nothing puts them to fo 
much pain as any kind of acknowledge 
jnents. 

After a fhort vifit to Peggy and her 
children. Sir William returned to his 
friends, with fuch an inward awe and 

K 2 veneration 
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veneration for their characters, as, for a 
ivhile, -funk his fpirits, and folemnized 
his features. This poor man. Sir, faid 
he, has been miferably treated ; but God 
has been exceedingly gracious to him, in 
cafting the Ihipwrecked wretch on fuch a 
happy fhore as this. But this makes no 
difchargc of any part of my duty toward 
him. 

Mark me. Homely, I am now of age, 
and Lord Lechmore -has no further au- 
thority in my affairs j wherefore, before I 
leave this houfe, 1 will give you a letter 
of attorney for the whole agency of the 
manor. Thank your Honour, thank your 
Honour, cried Homely, in a kind of 
tranfport! if I do not prove as faithful 
to you as another, I will do you jufticc 
on myfclf with the firft rope I can lay 
jiold on. 

As for that reprobate Snack, continu- 
ed the Knight, I will take care to be up 
with him. He owes the executors of my 
father fix huudred and fevcnty pounds. 
I will have that matter put dirccUy in 
fuit, and, as foon as it is recovered, it 
ihall be laid out on a commifiion for your 
fen, my friend Tom ; as I do not chufe 
\et to alk any favour from the miniftrj". 
Lafily, that )OU may no more be difirt& 
td icr rent, 1 will never accept a penny 
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of it, till all your children are decently 
aiid competently provided for. 

Q, Sir! exclaimed Homely, I fliall 
be too rich, quite overburdened ; I (hall 
not know where to lay my treafures* 
Not fo faft, my good friend, replied Sir 
William fmiling ; you have not heard 
of the drawback that I propofe to have 
upon you. Whenever I refide in the 
country, you are to have a hot difh, ay, 
and a cool hogfhead too, ready for me 
and my company. Agreed, Sir, cried 
Homely, provided I may have the li- 
berty, during your abfenee,. to drink your 
Honour's health out af that fame hog- 
fhead. — A juft referve, faid Harry 
laughing. — And full as grateful as it is 
jovial, cried Mr. Fenton. — Why^^ Gen- 
tlemen, rejoined Homely, a mtn of fpirit 
would fcorn ta accept foch benefits with- 
out making conditions^* 

After twelve o'clock at night,^ and an 
aflPeftionate and tender adieu, Sir Wil- 
liam fet out by nwon-light for London. 

Tl^ two following days- were employ- 
ed in preparing for Homely's departure; 
and a coach and four, with a chaife, were 
provided for the conveyance of him and 
his family. 

The night before their parting, Mr.. 
Fenton deiired that Homely and his wife 

K 3 fliould 
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ihould be fent to him to his defet. As- 
foon as the^ entered, he dofed the door. 
My dear friends, faid he, as I may not be- 
up in the momiiig to take a timely leave 
of you, it might do as well to go through 
that melancholy office to-night. — Here, 
Mrs. Homely, here is fome little matter 
apiece toward beginning a fortune for 
your three pretty daughters. Pray, Home- 
ly, take care to have it difpofed of for 
them upon good fecurities.. Here he put 
three orders upon his banker^ for five^ 
hundred pounds each, into Peggy's hand y 
then, turning to Homely,, and takings 
him ftraitly in his arms, . God be with 
you and your dear Peggy, my Homely,, 
he cried, and give us all a blefled meet*^ 
ing where friends Ihall part no more ! 

The diftrefled Homely was pafl ut- 
terance ; but difengaging, and flinging: 
himfelf at the feet of his patron, while 
Peg^y kept on her knees weeping and 
fobbing befide him ; O, he cried, at lengthy 
Next to my God ! O next to my Lord 
and my God ! — My lord and my 
mafter, my mafter and my lord ! 

The next morning, before fun-rife, 
Harry, was up, and, going to Homely's 
apartment, embraced him and his wife- 
He then kiffed and careffed all the girls 
and boys round, and gave to each of 

them 
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them z, gold medal to keep him in their 
i:emembrance ; when Homely and his Peg- 
gy, with open arms, trembling lips, and 
iwelling eyes, began to take theiflcave. 
God be with you, God be with you, 
fobbed Homely aloud ; never, never, till 
I get to heaven, fhaU I meet with fucb 
another dear affembly. 

Mr. Fenton now judged it time to* 
forward his Harry's education, efpecial- 
ly with refpecl' to his knowledge of the 
world, of the views, pleafures, manners^ 
bents^ employments, and charafters of 
mankind. 

For this purpofe, he propofed to leave 
Arabella fole regent of his family ; and, 
for a few wceks^ to ilay with Clement 
and Harry in London, there to (hew him 
whatever might gratify his curiolity or 
merit his infpeclionr 

While the coach was in waiting, and 
they all flood on the hill, the great city 
being extended in ample view beneath 
them, Mr. Fenton exclaimed : " O ! 
London, London ! thou maufoleum of 
dead fouls, how pleafant art thou to the 
eye, how beautiful in outward profpeft ! 
but withiu how full of rottennefs and 
reeking abominations ! Thy dealers" are 
all ftudents in the myftery of iniquity , 
of fraud and impofilion on ignorance 

K 4 and 
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and credulity. Thy public offices arc 
hourly exercifed in exactions and extor- 
tion. Thy courts of judicature are bu* 
Ged in the fale, the delay, or penrerfioa- 
of juftice; they are fhut to the injured' 
and indigent, but open to- the wealthy- 
pleas of the invader and oppreffor.- Thy 
inagiftracy is often employed in fecretly 
countenancing and abetting the breach 
of thofe laws it was inflituted to maini^ 
tain. Thy charities, fubfcribed for the 
« fupport or the poor, are laviihed by the 
truliees in pampering the rich, where 
drunkennefs fwaUows till it wallows, andf 
gluttony fluffs till it pants^ and unbut* 
tons and ftuffs again. Even the great 
ones of thy court have audacioufly fmi- 
led away the gloom and horrors of guilty 
and refined, as it were, aU, the g^ellhefi 
thereof, by inverting terms, and pallia^ 
ting phrafes. While the millions that 
croud and hurry through thy ftreets, 
are univerfally occupied m ftriving and 
ftruggling to rife by the fall, to fatten 
by the leannefs, and to thrive by the ruii> 
of their fellows. Thy offences are rank, 
they fieam and cloud the face of heaven. 
The gulf alfo is hoHow beneath, that 
is one day to receive thee. But the m6a- 
lure of thy abominations is not yet full ; 
and the number of thy righteous hatli 

hitherto. 
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hitherto exceeded the proportion that 
was found in the firil Sodom/* 

That evening they went to the opera, 
where Harry was lb captivated by the 
fentimental meltings and varied harmo- 
ny of the airs, that he req^uefted Mr. 
Fenton to permit him to be inftriifted 
on fome inftrument.. ^ot by my advice, 
my dear, anfwered Mr. Fenton ^ I would 
not vriih you to -attempt any thing iti 
which you may not excel. Mufic is a 
fcience that requires the application of 
a man*s whole Ute, in order to arrive at 
any eminence. As it is inchanting in 
the hand of a mailer, it is alfo diicordant 
and grating in its inferior degrees. 
Your ^bours have been employed t9 
much more valuable purpoles; and I 
would not, as they fay, give my child *s 
time for a fong. Harry inftantly ac(j^* 
efced with the beil temper imaginable, 
as the will of his beloved patron was, 
truly fpeaking, 'his own will ; and that 
he only wanted to know it, lo be at all 
times, and on all occafions, conformable 
thereto. 

A few following days were employed 
in viliting the tower, in furveying the 
armory, regalia, &€. in viewing the 
mohument. . and exchange; and, laftly, 
10 contemplating the folemnity of Weli« 

K 5 minfter* 
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xninfter-abbey^ with the marbled effigies 
and monumental depofits of the renown- 
ed in death ^ the place, as Mr. Fenton 
aflecHngly obferved, to which all the li- 
ving muft finally adjourn, 

Ihe next night they went to the thea- 
tre, to fee the feats of Signer Volanti^ the 
celebrated Italian pofture-mafter, rope- 
dancer, and equilibrift. Such, wonders, 
are now fb common as to be fcarce en- 
tertaining ; but, at that time, they were 
received with burfts and roars of applaufe- 

Our hero felt himfelf attached by the 
£milar excellencies of his own activity ia 
another ; and, going behind the fcenes,. 
he accofted Volanti in French. Signor, 
feid he, I have been highly entertsuned 
by your performance this night, and here 
are five guineas in return of the plea- 
fure you have given me. The foreigner 
looked at Harry, and then at the money,, 
with a kind of afloni£himent» I thank 
you, noble Sir^ he cried; my poor en- 
deavours are feldom fo liberally rewarded.. 
Pray, how long do you ftay with us? 
In about a fortnight, fo pleafe your No- 
bknefs, 1 intend to leave London. But,, 
before I go, I would do fomething to 
leave a name behind me. A day 05 two 
beiorc my departure, I will fly from the 
i^ke of Saint Qemcnt's church, in the; 

fight: 
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fight of all the people ; and this I will 
dograiisj or rather in acknowledgcnent 
of the favours I have received in this 
kingdom. But is it pollible to execute 
what you propofe? With all eafe and 
fafety» Sir; I have done nearly as much, 
three times in Germany, and once at 
Madrid. 

Here an arch thought ftruck Harry, 
and, mufing a moment, will you permit 
me, faid he, to be the conduftor of thiS' 
affair ? Allow me only to appoint the day 
and draw up your advertifement, and £ 
will make you a prefent of twenty pieces. 
Agreed, Sir, cried Volantt, and twenty 
thoufand thanks to confirm the bargain. 
Accept thefe five guineas then, in earnefl 
of my engagement ; my fervant, here, 
will tell or mew you where 1 am to be 
founds 

That ni^t, at fuppei^, Mr. Fentpn 
remarked an unufual pleafantry in the 
mufcles of his darling's fweetly-fober 
countenance. My Harry, I find, faid he, 
does not always impart all his fecrets 
to his friends ; he has certainly fome 
FOguiOi matter in cogitation^ Magicum 
$aUes^ Sir, cried Harry ; you are a con- 
jurer, that is certain. Why, the public, 
as you know. Sir, have put the fool on 
from my birth ; Homer fays that 

K, 6 revenge 
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revcn jjc is fwect as honey to the tafic ; 
and fo I am meditating in turn bow to 
put the foci upon the public. And 
how do you contrive it, Harry ? Only by 
acting the old proverb, tliat one fool makes 
many. But pray afk me not about the 
manner, till I bring the bufinefs to fome 
bearing* 

The next day being Thurfday, they 
all went in Mr. Fenton's coach taSmith* 
field, where numbers of tents were fet 
up, and feveral drolls and pantomimes^. 
<^r« prepared, in imitation of the hu- 
mours of Barthohnnew-fair. The wea«> 
ther was fair and calm, and they let 
down all the glafies, that they might fee^ 
without interruption, whatever was ta 
be fcen* ^ 

Their coach flopped juft oppofite to 
an itinerant ftage, where a genius, wha 
comprifed, withm his fingle perfon, the 
two important fun^ions ofa tumbler and 
nferry-andrew, by his fucceiJive aclion 
and oratory, extorted plaudits and huz- 
zas from all the fpe&atbrs. 

Among the reft, a countryman y who 
jode upon a mule, fat gaping and grin- 
ning, by intervals, in all the ecftatic rap- 
ture that can be afcribed to cnthufiafm,. 
While his attention was thus rivetted^ 
twTO knaviih wags came, and, ungirthin^ 

hi& 
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Bis faddle, fupported it on either hand, 
till a third of the fraternity led his* mule 
away from under him^ and a fourth 
came with a three-legged horfe, fuch a5 
houfewives dry their linen on, andy ha- 
ving jammed it under the faddle, they 
all retreated in peace. 

The populace were fo delighted at this 
humorous act of felony, that, inftead 
of interrupting it, it only ferved to re- 
double their joys and clamours-. Harry 
too greatly chuckled and laughed at the 
joke. But, when he faw the beaft led 
off, and that the amazed proprietor,, on 
ftoopitig to take the bridle, had fallen 
precipitately to the ground, his heart 
twitched him with a kind of ^compunc- 
tion, and, throwing hirofelf out of the 
coach, be made all the fpeed that the 
prefs would admit, and, recovering, the 
mule, brought it back to its owner. 

Here, friend, faid he, here is your 
beaft again ;^ take care the next time that 
they do not Ileal your teeth. Thank 
you, Mafter, fiiid the clown, fince you 
have been fo honeft as to give him to me 
back, I will never be the one ta bring 
you to the fizes or fefSons. I am much 
obliged to your cleniency, anfwered Har- 
ry ; but pray let me have the pleafure of 
feeing you lafie mounted. So laying, he 

Keld 
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held the ftirrup, while the booby got up 
and faid, Well, my lad, very wcU, if we 
happen to meet at Croydon, we may take 
a pot together. 

In the evening, they adjourned from 
coffee to David's- harp in Fteet-ftreet, ia 
order to hear Marmulet, the famed Ge- 
noefe mullcian, who performed on the 
pialtery, the viol d'amor, and other in- 
ftruments not known till then in England. 

They took -Mr. James with them to 
partake of the entertainment, and were 
uiewn to a large room, where each paid 
half a crown at the door. 

The room was divided into a number 
of boxes, where each company fat apart, 
while they were jointly gpratified and 
charmed by the inimitable execution of 
the mufician. 

A flafk of burgundy was fet before 
Mr. Fcnton and his friends, while Mr, 
Hardy and Mr. Hilton, who fat in the 
next box, were regaling themfelves with 
a glafs of rofa folis. 

All was filence and attention till there 
was a panfe in the performance. Then, 
feid Mr. Hardy, Do you know, Jack, 
that the Earl of ^Ibemarie is to have a^ 
jnaik on Monday night ? I am forry 
to hear it, £ud Mr. Hilton, as I am- 
obliged to be out of tawa» I may hap-* 

peoi 
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pen to fave fomething by that, faid 
Hirdy ; you muft lend me your do?ni^ 
no. Indeed, I cannot ; it was torn to 
fritters in a fcufile, as I came out from 
4he laft mafquerade. Lend me your 
malk then. That too was loft at 
the fame time ; but what occafion can you 
have for a mafk, Hardy? I am fure no 
one will take that for a natural face.^ 
Mine is the face of Mars, Hilton ; yours 
that of Adonis, with which no modem 
Venus will ever be fmitten, I promife 
you. I will engage to outrival an army 
of fuch Jackanapes in an aflault on the 
fair. It impudence may compenfate for 
the want of other artillery, I believe your 
may do wonders, Hardy. And it docs^ 
compenfate, my friend. Women, take 
my word and experience for it, love 
nothing of their own refemblance, ex- 
cept in the glafs. They deteft any thing 
that looks like an ambiguity in the fex. 
While what you are pleafed to call im- 
pudence. Jack, fpares their modefty, 
faves them the appearance of an -advance 
on their part, and gives them the plea- 
fare of piquing themfelves on their ex* 
traordinary virtue, in cafe they ihould 
happen to make a defence. However^ 
fince you have complimented me on my 
afliirance, I will put it to the tefl oa 
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this ocxafion ; and go to his Excellency'g 
ball, without any other viizard fave this 
which nature, in her great bounty, hath 
beftowedr 

When our company were on the re- 
turn to their lodgings, Harry, faid Mr. 
Fenton, would you not like to go to 
this mafquerade? Why, Sir^ as I have 
not yet feen one, perhaps it might not 
be amifs to fatisfy my curiofity for once 
in my life. In truth, faid Mr. Fenton, 
I with they never had been introduced 
into this kingdom, as they are inlets to 
intrigue, and give countenance to licen- 
tioufneis. However^ for once in your 
life, as you fay, you fhall be gratified, 
my Harry. Be pleafed to tell me, Sir^ 
are they very entertaining ? Tliey would 
be extremely diverting, my dear, if peo- 
ple acted up to the characters that they 
pretend to reprefent. But, on the con- 
trary, they have failors who don't know 
a poin£ in the compafs, or the name of x- 
rope in the ihip ; Ihepherds and fhep- 
herdeffcs who never eloped from the 
cockney-dialect of the city ^ Indian- 
queens who can fay nothing as to their 
fubjects or their fovereignty ; gods and 
goddeffes totally ignorant of their own- 
hiftory in the mythology j and Italiaa 

cardinals^ 
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cardinals who will fwear you in the 
phrafe of a Yorklhire foxhunter. 

But what fliall we do for tickets, 
Harry ? I don't care to apply to my 
friends, for fear of difcovering that we 
arc in town. O Sir, faid Mr. James^ 
I am acquainted with his Excellency's 
x&ajor docno, and can procure you as 
many tickets as you pleafe. 

Mr, Fenton affumed to himfelf, for 
the prefent, the appointioient of Harry's 
chara(5ler and drcfs^ As the plaintiefs of 
your garb has hitherto*, faid he, been a 
mafk and difguife to your intern^al or- 
naments, the brilliancy of your drefs 
ffaall now, on the other hand, difguife, 
and conceal the fimplicity«of your man«* 
ners. 

About two hours before the opening of 
the ball, Harry wrappM himfelf in a 
black domino^ and ftepped into a hackney* 
coach with Mr. James, who ha3 pro* 
mifed to introduce him to his friend, in 
order for him to reconnoitre the feveral 
fcenes of operation before the a<fHon be- 
gan. 

The major domo received Harry with 
the utmoft complacence ; for he held his 
malk in his hand, and the lovelinefs of 
his afpeft Ihone with peculiar luftre 
through the blacknefs of his attire. 

After 
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After furvtyiog feveral apartments, 
they pafTed through the lodg room, and 
eateredy by an arched gateway, into a 
kind of faloon, at the upper end of 
which was si pedeftal of about five feet 
in height, whereon a celebrated flatue 
of the Hercules Farnefe had formerly 
ilood. 

Harry eyed it attentively, and, con^ 
ceiving a fudden frolic, he inilantly cafl 
away his cloak, clapped on his mafk 
and winged helmet, grafped his caduceus 
with his right hand, and, laying his left 
on the top of the pedeftal, fprung lightly 
up, and threw himfelf into that attitude 
to which the flatuaries have formed thetr 
Mercury, when jufl preparing for flight. 

His headpiece was of thinly-plated 
but polilhed gold, buckled together at 
the joining by four burning carbuncles. 
His iilk jacket exceeded the tint of an 
Egyptian iky* It was braced clofe-to 
his body with emerald clafps, that fhew- 
ed the fitnefs of his proportion to ini« 
mitable advantage ; and over the whole, 
in celeftial confufion, were fown flars, 
of different magnitudes, all powdered 
with diamonds. 

The moment that Harry cafl himfelf 
into his pofture, the major domo ilarted 
back ieven or eight paces, and, railing 

his 
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£is haifds, with ftaring eyes^ and a moutb 
of open amazement, a^ length he ex- 
elaimed : Stay a little, my dear fweet 
Mafter ! do now, do but flay juft as your 
are for a minute,, and you will oblige me 
paft expreflion, I will be your own for 



So faying, he turned off, and, running 
to an adjacent apartment, where^ their 
Majefties, with the Princefs of Denmark^ 
the Princefs of Heflfe, and the chief of 
die court were gathered, he told his ma- 
fter aloud, that he had the grcateft curio^ 
fity to ihew him that human eye ever 
beheld- • 

AH rofe with precipitation, and croud-- 
ed after the Earl and the royal pair, as 
cloie as decency would admit, till they 
came to the faloon, and beheld, with 
uftoni&ment, the perfon, ihape, attitude, 
and attire of our hero. 

Some doubted, but moft believed that 
he was a real ftatue, placed there by his 
Excellency on purpofe for a furprife. Mr* 
Fielding, who was the acknowledged 
connoiueur of the a^, and was, in fadl, 
^hat the people of tafte call an slegans for^ 
marum fpeHator^ exclaimed with tome ve* 
bemency. Never, never did I behold 
fuch beauty of fymmetry, fuch roundings 
of angles j where, where, my Lord, could 

you 
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you get •this ineflimable acquifition? 
Others cried, Phidias, Phidias, never exe^ 
cuced the like ; all the works of Pnudte^ 
les were nothing to it ! 

The Earl, however, was well apprifed 
of the deception, and kne>v that our 
Mercury was no part of his property. — 
Son of M^a, faid he aloud, what tidings 

from heaven ? A meffage, anfwered 

Harry, from my fat ha Jupiter to their 
Majefties. — ^And pray, what may your er- 
rand intend ? — Matters of higheft impor- 
tance ; that they are the favourite repre* 
fentatives of my fitber upon earth ; and 
that while theu- Majefties continue the 
monarchs of a free and wilUng people, 
tliey are greater than if they were regents 

of an univerfe of flaves. All buzzed 

their applaufe and admiration. — It muft 
be he, whifpered the King ; — it can be no 

other, cried the Queen. Albemarle, 

whifpered his Majelly, we have marked 
this youth for our own j keep your eye 
upon him, and do your bed endeavours 
to engage and bind him to us. 

In the mean time, Harry, on deliver- 
ing his celeftial meflGige, flew like a fea- 
ther from his poft, and, calling his cloak 
about him, vanifhed into an adjoining 
clofet* 

The 
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The company now began to gather 
faft, and Harry, ftealing from his retreat, 
kept his cloud about his Iky, and min- 
gled in the croud. Mr. Clement had ac- 
companied Mr. Fenton in dominos. They 
(bon difcovered Harry, and were highly 
diverted by the account which he gave 
them of his metamorphoiis into a fiatue. 
• While the aflembly was dividing into 
*' pairs and chatty parties, a phenomenon 
entered that drew all their attention. The 
Honourable Major Gromlcy, the luftieft 
and fatteft young man in the kingdom, 
advanced without amalk, in petticoats, 
a flobbering bib and apron. He carried 
a large round of bread and butter in one. 
hand, while Lady Betfy Minit, an elderly 
mifs of about three feet high, held liis 
leading-firings with her left hand, and, 
in her right, brandifhed a birch rod of 
knxthened authority. His governante 
prcSed him forward, and feemed to 
threaten chaftifement for his delay ; wLile 
ihe jolly, broad, foQliih, humorous, half- 
Jaughing, half- crying, baby- face of the 
Major extorted peals of laughter from all 
•who were prefetit. And this is fufCcient 
to convince us, that the performers of the 
ancient drama could not poflibly, in maiks, 
iexcite the.paffions of nature. No excel- 
lence jpf voice or g^ilurc, of aclion or 

emphafis^ 
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^mphafis, covJd corapenfatc for the ex- 
duiion of the immediate interpreters of 
the foyl, the Jiving fpeech of the eye, 
and varied expremon of the counter 
Dance. 

After the Major had Icifurely traiverfi^ 
the full length of the room, and inimi* 
tably executed the whcic of his part, he 
retired to undrefs, and afiiime a new ap- 
pearance. 

Mean while, two females eitfened in 
very unufual habits. The firft was drefi^ 
ed m a choice coHe^on of old Engliih 
and Scotch ballads, from Chevy-Chacc 
and the fragment of Hardi-Canute, down 
to Barbara Allen and the babes in the 
wood. The other was all hung from top 
to bottom with looking-glaiTes. 

Immediately the croud gathered about 
them. All who were fond of their own 
hiftory preferable to that of others, paid 
their homage, in a circling throng, to 
the queen of the looking-glaiTes ; while 
the few who preferred inftru^on were 
11 tent in peruung the fair who was co- 
vered with knowledge. But the lady of 
the mirrors did not long retain her vota- 
ries ; her daffes were all emblenis of her 
own difpontion ; they were the glafies of 
fcandal and calumny, and reprei'ented the 
human fpecics in th* moft dillorted view ; 

fome 
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fome lengthened and fome widened their 
olgefts beyond meafure, while others 
wholly inverted and turned them topfy- 
turvy. All flunk away in difguft from 
iiich profpefts of their own perfons, and 
the reflefldng lady was juftly left to glitter 
apart from fociety. 

' The next who entered was a Goliath, 
!aH flieathed in complete fteeL He ad- 
vanced with flow and majeftic fteps to 
the fide-board, and aiking for a flaik of 
champaign, turned it down without ta- 
king it once from his head* HeT then 
demanded another, and another, and fo 
on, till the provedore, who had looked 
and longed in vain to fee him drop, ran 
panic-flruck to his mafter, and, in a 
half-whifper, faid. My Lord, your cel- 
lars will fcarcely fuffice to quench the 
thil'ft of one man here ; he has already 
turned down fifteen flafl^s of champaign, 
and ftill is unfatisfied, and calls for more. 
Then give him fifteen hogflieads, replied 
the Earl laughing ; and, if that will not 
anfwcr, fend out for more* 

In the mean time, the mailed cham- 
pion had withdrawn from the fideboard, 
and, with a large drinking-glafs in* his 
hand, advanced till he got into the midfi: 
of the all'embly. He then turned a little 
inftrument that was . fixed in a certain 

% ^art 
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part of his double-cafed armour^ and, 
filling the glafs to the brim, he unclaip- 
ed the lower part of his beaver, and, ac- 
cofling a Peruvian princefs who fiood 
juft oppofite. Permit me the honour. 
Madam, iays he, of drinking your High- 
nefs's health. So faying, tne liquor was 
out of fight in a twinkling. * Will your 
Royal Higbnefs, continued he, be pleafed 
to try how you reliih our European 
wines? I am obliged to you, Sir^ faid 
Ihe, I am achially ^thirfi ; then, railing 
her maik below, ihe pledged him to the 
bottom. Her companion, a fhining Ar- 
cadian, advanced and requeiled the fame 
favour. Then another, and another lady, 
and feveral others in fuccefQon, all of 
whom he gracioufly gratified, till he was 
nearly exhaufted. Some of the men then 
preffed to him, and entreated for a glafs i 
No, no. Gentlemen, faid he, go and be 
ferved elfewhere ; I am a merchant for 
ladies alone, I import no liquors for vile 
male animals. 

Our former acquaintance, Mr. Hardy, 
Jiad adventured according to promife 
without a maik. After looking about 
a while for fome objeft of his gallantry, 
he fixed upon a lady of a very elegant 
Ihape and fprightly appearance. 

When 
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Whcntliey had bandied between them 
^mc occafional chat, of more fmartnefs 
than humoiK*, and more wit than mean- 
kkgy he called for a favourite atr, and led 
the fair one a nsinuet, in which they both 
.petformed njiz bien. 

He now began to grow more warm in 
'bis addr^es. ^if your face, Madam, faid 
key fhoiild happen to be anfwerablc to 
'the inehantments of your form and the 
I'fyr^i in your voice, I befeech ybu to 
^keep'that malk on for ever ; the fafety of 
Tmankkid is interefted in my requeft. But 
ffuppofe, faid Ihe, that my face fltould 
happen to prove an antidote to the dan- 

Sr of my other charms ? Then, Madam, 
; me fee it by all m^eans, and make hade, 
l^ray you, before I am paft remedy. I 
ice, feid Ihe tilterinff, I fee that you are 
already more than half a dying man ; 
(POor wretch, I pity you, and have taken 
It into my head to flay you outright, in 
order to put you out of pain. 

-So faying, flie drew, her mafk on one 
fde^ and ihewed him, indeed, a very 
lovdy countenance. But, while his flood 
<tf«complimentary eloquence was juft upon 
iRxaking forth, Hufli, Sir, cried the lady, 
I <wll not hear a fyllable, till you firft re- 
tam the compliment that 1 have paid 
you, and let me fee what you have got 

VOLflV. L -^Yki^ 
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under that vizard of yours. Here Hardy, 
in ^te of impudence, fiood mute wi«)^ 
aftoniihment. The lady burft into a 
laugh i the joke was caught and ipread 
like vnid fire ; the laugh grew tmi¥er£U i 
'all eyes were on poor Hardy, and a hun- 
dred tongues cried at once. Tour maik. 
Sir, your malk, take o£F your maik, 
for the lady ! This was fomething more 
than human aflurance could fiand« Hardy 
retired with precipitate confufion, and 

i*u(Uy fufiered for the" prefumption of 
lis boafied facility of conquefts over the 
/air. 

Our hero had hitherto kept himielf 
concealed, being fecretly aibamed of the 
lufire of his apparel ; but, at Mr. FeU- 
ton's defire, he laid his cloak afide, and, 
inftantly, all the e^es of the aflembly 
w^ere upon him. In order to avoid their 
gaze, he advanced into the throng, where 
a parcel of circling females aiked him a 
number of infignificantquefUons, to which 
he returned, in kind, anfwers pretty near- 
ly as infignificant. 

At length a Diana approached, whole 
diamond crefcent was of the value of 
a princely ranfom. She took him care* 
lefsly by the hand, and iaid. Come, bro- 
ther Mercury, let us give thefe mortals a 
^mple of what we cekfiials can perform. 

Lead 
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l>ea3 where you pleafe^ Madaaiy faid 
Harry, J cannot mifi my way, while I 
tread in the light of fo fair a moon. 

Tlie lady called to the orcheftre for a 
janbandy and all made ample room, at* 
{tenttve to the motions of the Ihining 
.pair. 

The dance began, . and the fpeclators . 
da a naanner fupprefled their breathing, 
*fbr fear of giving or receiving the fmaU* 
^eft interrqption. The performers ftep« 
jpoA mufic, their adion was grace, and 
they >feemed with difficulty retained to 
•the floor over which they moved. They 
ended, and the aflembly was flill mute 
with aftonifhment, till they broke out 
into a general murmur of praife. 

Mr. Mercury, faid Diana, the flory of 
Argus tells us that you were formerly 
accuftomed to fet folk to fleep ; but, for 
the prefent, you have opened all eyes 
to obfervation. Ah, Madam^ anfwered 
Harry, could I have guefled at the moon 
^at was to (bine this night, I fhould 
liav^ aflumed a very difierent character. 
What character, I pray you? That of 
£ndymion. Madam. I wiih, fhe whifper« 
xdi that you were a prince, or that I 
were a peafant ; and, fo faying, fhe turn- 
ed from him) and mixed in the croud. 

L 2 Harry 
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Harry was next addreflcd by a fhep- 
h^defs, and agsuo by a nun. But he 
declined, as honourably as he could, to 
tepd the flock of the one, or to be the 
C2(ufe of any breach of vows in the othcr^ 
obfcrving to her, that ihe had ahready 
taken the veil. The boy is a Fool, faid 
(he ; I know it^ £ud Harry. 

A gipfy then accofted, and, taking him 
by the hand. Will you be pleafed, Sir^ 
to be told your fortune ? faid fhe. By 
no means, my /weet^voiced Caffiuulray 
anfwered Hajiy ; I would avoid, above 
all things, .prymg into futurity. Know- 
ledge, Sir, is furely deiirable, and above 
all foreknowledge/ Not fo, faid Harry ; 
foreknowledge of evil would but double 
the mifcry^ and foreknowledge of good 
would deprive me of hope by certainty, 
and hope is a bleiling, perhaps, prefera« 
ble to poflefllon. Tell me. Sir, and tell 
me truly, did vou ever yet fee the girl 
that you coulalike? Yes, Madam, two 
or three, for whom I have conceived a 
very tender friendfhip, but no one yet 
for whom I have conceived a pafHon. 
Ah then, Mr. Mercury, faid the gentle 
propheteis, I have only to defire the Jaft 
csj^ft of your office ; when I am dead, be 
fo grateful as to waft my friendly fpirit 

to 
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€a the ihades of Elyfium, there to* jbift 
Dido and other uofortuaate lovers. 

So faying, Ihe turned and retired, with 
a figb that entered and funk into the 
heart of our hero* 

Thr company now^ began^ to depart, 
•when the Earl of Albemarle, coming up^ 
to Harry, took him a little apart, and, 
throwing his arm over his (houlder, preff-' 
cd him to him, and faid. My dear fellow, 
you have done me fingular honour this ' 
night > pray double the fsvoup t^ me,- 
by letting m^ fee you again^ fpbedily, and 
as often as you- can. For tbb prefent, 
you^ muft not go till their Majefties have' 
fpokenr with you^- Ifot to-night, fo' 
^eafe your Eisceliency,- anfwered Harry y 
at all other times I fhalf be ready to at-- 
fend and ierve their Majeflies^ without 
any mafk.- 

The next mortiing Mr. Ifenton was^ 
much furpiifed by a vifit from the great 
man. During breakfafty the Earl preffed* 
eagerly for Harry*s attendance at court, 
and promifed every advantage and ho« 
pour that the crown could beftow.* Youh 
muft pardoa me, my Lord, faid Mr^ 
Fentott. I am wiUing to advance to you 
two hundred thoufand pounds more to« 
ward his Majefty's prefent expedition^ 
againil the French, whom I look uponf 

L 3 to 
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to be our aataral' and laTut^try eaemier*' 
They are as Carthage was to Rome, they 
hold w IB exercifir, and keep a quarrdk 
/ome people from falling out amon^ 
themfeiYes*. Indeed, my Lord, I and de^ 
firous of gratifying BEiy royal n^afler with, 
any thing except the (acrinee of my child. 
I cannot part with hiflfi till his education^ 
is completed; and then,, if he aniwert- 
my expe^btiens, I doubt I may be more 
unwilling to part with him than eva\ 

In the afternoon our company went? 
again to the tower, to fee a» well as to 
hear the recent ftory of the great lion and: 
the little dog. 

They found die place thronged, and 
all v/\are obliged to pay treblt prices^ on 
account of »e futprecedented noveltr o€ 
the ihew ;. £9 that the keeper,^ m a inort 
ipace, acquired a little fortune*. 

Tfie great cage in the front was occu^ 
pied by a beaft who, by way, of pre-enm 
nence, was called the king's lion ; and^ 
while he traverfed the limits of his ftrait-^ 
ened dominions, he was attended by 9 
fmall and very beantifut black fpaniel^ 
who friiked and gambolled about him» 
and, at times^ would pretend to fnarl 
and bite at him; and again the noble 
sioimal, -with an air of fond complacence, 
would hold down his head* while the Uc* 

tl» 
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de cre^iture lidced his formidable chop^ 
'Xlieir hiftoiy, as the keiq>er rdated, was' 
this: 

It was cuftotnaty for all^ wba were un*- 
able or unwilling to pay their fixpencc, 
to bring a dog or cat as an oblation tO' 
the beaft in lieu of money to the keeper* 
Among others, a fellow had caught up^ 
this pretty blaek fpaniel in the flreets, 
and he was accordingly thrown into the^ 
cage of the great lion. Immediately the 
Kttle animal trembled and ihivered^ and 
crouched and threw itfelf on its back, 
and put forth its tongue^ and held up 
its paws, id fupj^icatory attitudes^ as aa 
ackno'v^ledgment of fuperior power^ and 
praying for mercy, in the mean time^ 
the lordly brute, inftead of devouring it, 
beheld it with an eye of philofophtc in- 
fpe6tion. He turned \i over with one 
paw, and then turned it with the other y 
and fmelled to it, and feemed defirou^ of 
courting a further acquaititance. 

The keeper, on feeing this, brought ar 
large mefs of his own family-dinner ; but 
the lion kept aloof and refufed to eat, 
keeping his eye on the dog, and inviting 
him as It were to be his talterr At length, 
the little animal's fears being fomething 
abated, and his appetite quickened by the 
faiell of the victuals, he approached flow- 

L 4 - ly, 
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Ify and, with trembling, ventured toezt- 
The lion then advanced gently^, and be* 
gan to partake, and they finiihed their 
meal very lovingly together^ 

From tbb day the ftrideft friendihip' 
commenced betweea them, a. friendilup 
coniilUi^ of all poflible affection and. ten^ 
demefs on the part of the lion,. and of the 
utmoft confidence and boldneis on the 
part of the dog ^ infomuch that he would* 
lay himfelf down to fleep, within the fangs - 
axid undo: the jaws of his terrible patron.. 

A gentleman who had loft, tne (pa- 
niel, and had advertifed. a reward of two 
guineas to. the finder,, at lenglii heard o£ 
the adventure, and went to reclaim his 
dog. You fee,. Sir,, faid the keeper, it 
would he a great pity to part fuch loving, 
friends. However, if you infift upon 
your property, yx)u muft even be pleafed 
to take him yourfelf ;. it is a ta(k that I 
would not engage in for five hundred 
guineas. The gentleman rofe into great 
wrath, but finally chofe to acquieice, rather 
than have a perfonal difpute with the lion. 

As Mr. Fenton had a cudofity to fee 
the two friends eat together, he fent for 
twenty pounds of beei^ which was ac- 
cordingly cut in pieces, and given into 
the cage; when immediately, the little 
hrute> whofe appetite happened to be 

eager 
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tager at the time,, was deHrous of making 
a monopoly of the wholfe, and, putting 
his paws wpon the meat,^ and grumbling, 
and barkings he audacioufly &cw in the 
face of the lion*^ But the generous crear 
ture, inftead of beingr oflfended by his 
impoCent companion:,* fiarted back, and 
ieemed terrified at the fury of his attack^ 
aeither attenipted to eat a> bit;< till hls' 
favourite had tacitly given permiffibnV 

When they were both gorged j the* 
Bon ftretched and turned- hio^felf and lay 
down, in an evident poflurefor repofe,' 
but this his fportive- companion would not 
admit. He friiked and gambolled about 
him, barked at him; would now fcrape 
and tear at his^ head with his claws, and" 
again feize him' by the ear, and bite and 
pull away ;; while the noUie beafl appear*' 
ed affected by no other fentiment iave 
that- of pleafure and complacence. 

But let us proceed to the tragic cata« 
firophe of this extraordinary ftory ; a fto- 
ry ftill known to many, as delivered do wi^ 
by tradition from &ther to fon-. 

In about twelve months^ the little fpa-^ 
niel fickenedand died^ and left his loving^ 
patron the moft defolate of creatures.- 
For a time, the lion did not appear to^ 
conceive otherwife than that his favou-- 
lite was afleep. He would continue to> 

L 5 ' fineli 
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finelt to bim, and then would fHr him 
vrith his nofCy and turn hkn over with, 
his paw ; but, fisdiag that alf his efibrts 
to awake him were Tatn^ he would tra- 
Terfe his cage from end to end at a 
fwift and uneafj pace^ then ftop» and 
look down upon hmi with a fixed and 
drooping regaid ^ and again lift his head 
en higby and open hh horrible throat, 
and prolong a roar,, as of diftant thun^ 
der, fi)F feveral minutes together. 

They attempted,, but in vain, to con^ 
Yey the careale from him v> he watched 
k perpetvoJly, andwouldfuffer nothing to 
touch it.. The keeper then endeavour- 
ed to tempt him wim variety of vifhials,. 
but he turned from all that was offered* 
with loathing. They then put feveral' 
fiving dogs into hb cage, and thefe he 
inftantly tore piecemeal, but left their 
members- on the floor. I£s paffion be* 
ing thus inflamed,, he would dart his 
fangs into the boards^ and pluck away^ 
large fplinters, and again grapple at the 
bars of his cage, and' feem enraged at 
his reftraint from, tearing the world to 
pieces.. 

^ A^n, as quite ipent, he would' ftretch 
himfelf by the remaiuB of hi& beloved 
aflbciate, and gather him in with his 
Iiaws^ and put him to his bofoxn ; and 

thea* 
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theil utrer under roars of fuch a terrible 
iifclandioly as feemed to threaten all 
abound; for the lofs of hi» little playfellow, 
the only friend, tile only ccnnpantoa that 
fee had upon earths 

For five days he ihvts laHguif&ed, and! 
gradually declined^ without tzkih^ any 
niftenahcey or aidnritting any comfort j 
till, one inomingy he was found dead, 
with his head lovingly reclined on the car- 
cafe of his little friend.- They were both' 
mtcrred together, and their grave plen- 
tifully watered by the tears of the keeper 
and his loudly-lamenting family. — But 
Co return^- 

When our compawy were' on tlieir way 
Irom- the tower to^ their lodgings, Sir^ 
feid Harry, what we have juft feen re-' 
minds^ me of the opinion* of my friend 
Peter Pktieflce,^ that one \rfiO' is fearlefs 
eantiot be provoked. You faw how that 
fittle teafing^ petulant wretch had the info- 
Itncc to fly in the face of his benefaftor, 
without offending or exciting in him any 
Idnd of refentment. True, Harry, for 
the lion was fenfible that hk tefty com- 
^nion vi^s little and impotent, and de- 
pended- upon hincH and had confidence 
m his clemency, and therefore he loved 
hkn vHith all his faults. Anger, howe^ 
▼er^ in feme cafes, is not only allowablcr 

iriS* but 
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but becomes a duty. Tbe Scripture 
fays. Be angry^ but Jin net. Wc ought to 
feel and fear for others; and luft, vio- 
lence, and oppreflion of every fort, will 
excite the indignation of a generous and 
benevolent perfon, though he may not 
fear for hisnlelf. ^ 

After fupper, Harry appeared to rami* 
Bate, and faid. How comes it. Sir, that 
creatures,, not endued with reafon or con* 
fcience, fliall yet, in the. affedions that 
are peculiarly called humane, excec^ even 
znoil of the human fpecies ? Tou, have- 
feen that it was the cafe between tl:^ lion: 
and little dog. 

It was the. opinion, my Harry, of am 
ancient philofopher, that God was the foul 
and fpirit of brutes ; and this he judged' 
from obferving, that what we call inilind 
was incomparably wifer, more fagacious,, 
and more accompliihing for attaining its 
ends, throughout its. fphere of action,, 
than the moft perfeA human reafon^ 
Now, had this philofopber, inJlead of (ay^ 
ing that God was the foul of brutes, 
barely alleged that he ruled and didated 
within them^ he would, not have gone z. 
tittle wide of the truths 

God, indeed,, is. himfelf the beauty and 
the benefit of all his works. As they 
cannot ezift but in him and by him, & 

hisL 
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hh impreifibn is upon: theiriy and hi» ka^- 
pregnation is through them. 

Though the elements, and all that we 
know of nature and creature, have a 
mixture of natural and phyficsJ evil ; God 
is, however, throughout, an internal, 
though oft.en a hidden principle of good^ 
and never wholly departs from his right 
of dominion and operation in his creai- 
tores : but is, and is alone, the beauty 
and beneficence, the whole glory and grar 
cioufnefs that can poilibly 1^ in them. 

As the apoftle fays, the invijible things 
^ God are made mamfefl by^ the things 
that are feen^ He is^ the fecret and cen- 
tral liglvt that kindles up the fun, his 
dazzling reprefentative ; and he lives, 
enlightens, and comforts in thediffufion^ 
of his beams. 

His fpirit infpires and a^Euates the air^K 
and is in it a breath of life to all his 
creatures. He blooms in die bloflbm, 
and unfolds in the rofe. He is fragrance 
in flowers, and flavour in fruits. He 
holds infinitude in the hollow of his 
hand, -and opens his world of wonders 
in the minims of nature He is the 
virtue of every heart that is foftened by 
a fenfe of pity or touch of benevolence. 
He cooes in. the turtle, and bleats in the 
iambjL su^d, throug^i the paps of the 

ftdUL 
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ftcm bear and implacable tygrefs, he 
yields forth the milk of lovrng-kindneis 
to their little ones. Even, my Barry,, 
when we hear the delicious rncfaantmeni 
of mufic, it is but an external iketchr 
a diftant and faint echo (^ tbofe fenti^ 
mental and rapturous tunings that rifir 
up, throughout the immenuty of out 
God, from eternity toetemityr 

• Thu3 all things are fecretly pregnant 
with their God. And the lover of fin-- 
ners, the univerfal Redeemer, is a prijrw 
ciple of good witlun tbeni, that contends 
with the malignity of their liapfed ftate.- 
And thusy as the apofUe fpeaks, aJI na^ 
ture is in travaity and groamth to be delv^ 
^ered from the evil : till the l»*eath of 
the love c£ God fhatt kindle upon the final' 
£re, out of which the new heavens and 
Bew earth (hall come forth ,^ as gold feveii 
times refihedy to fhim; for ever and ever I 
Harry, agreeable to his covenant with: 
Signor Volantiy had penned the foUow-^ 
ing advertifement, andinferted it in all^ 
the public papers, to wit i — **^ On Sa-- 
•* turday next, between the hours of ten: 
•* and twelve in the forenoon ^ the cele- 
♦* brated Domiuico Jfachimo Tonino Vo* 
•* lanti win take his- flight from the' 
^ fpfre of Qement's fteeple, and alight 
^ at the difiance of two bows Ihot, ow 

« the^^ 
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^ the Strand j and this he will pep£Driift; 
•* before the eyes o£ all people^" 

On the unpatiently-expe(fled mornings 
Harry todb Mt» Clement with hinv in 31 
^ackney-chaife^ and fomid an imromera- 
He concourfe, as well of the gentry in 
their carriages, as^ of the populace on^ 
foot. London had poiired forth its^ 
number^ to behold this aftoniihing. flifi;ht». 
The windows were all eyes on every fide^ 
and the houfe-topy were hung with clu- 
fiers of people aa of bees.. 

After Harry had furveyed the croud 
with inward titilktion, he- whifpered to* 
Ctement, ami faid, You fhall fee now^ 
'what » ludden^ difconifiture L wiM make 
ef this huge armir.. 

He then put forth h& Head, and faid 
to att around,, Do not ye perceive, my 
friehds, what fools we are all made^ do 
not ye remember that this ia the Jkjf of 
April f 

He had fcarce fpoken the words, when: 
they fpread from man ta man, and foon:- 
were muttered throughout the aflembly. 
And then loudier,. and more loud^ the- 
ji'rfl of Aprit^ the frft if AfrU, was re- 
peated all aboutr 

Th^ company now begSn'tO'be in mo- 
tion . All heads were inftantly withdrawa 
AnuD the late thronged windows, and the 

houft^ 
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houfe-tops beg^i to be cleared with x 
fliamefui caution* 

Immediately was heard the rolling of 
many wheels, and the lafhing of many 
whips, while every coachmaa prefTe^ 
through the croud, impatient to deliver 
his honouraUe frdght from the public 
fhame. But the* popubce now began to- 
relifli a joke that was fa much againft 
their betters ; and, in peals of laughter^, 
and united fhouts of triumph, they echoed 
and re-echoed after them,: J^ri/ faoh t 
ApritfdoU /' 

Among others Lord Bottom had come* 
with his friend' Kakely, in an elevated 
phaeton,^^ of which his Lordfhip was cha-- 
rioteer. As thev happened to brufli dole 
by Harry's carriage^ fwearing, and puf- 
fing, and laihing,. and- curfing at tbe 
croud, Harry cried to his old enemy. You 
need not be in fo violent a hurry, my 
Lord ; perhaps you are not fo great Fool- 
as you imagine.' 

The fools of fafhion were fcarce with^* 
drawn, when a long and ftrongrope was- 
let down from the top of the fieeple, to 
which it was fisiftened' at the upper end*- 
A man then, laying hold on it below^- 
dragged it along through the croud, and. 
lN:aced it, at a great diflance, to an iroB 



Hag that was fiapled into a poft, pui))ofe^ 
{y 'fucd& on a level with the piaVetnentW 
They then brought a large and well-ftuff^ 
cd* feather-bed, and Sxed it under the 
cord where- it joined the ring; 

In the mean time, Volanti appeared on' 
the top of the fteeple, and, bending cau^- 
tioufly forwardy and gctting^ the cord 
within an iron groove that was braced to* 
his bofom, he puflxed himfelf onward, and^ 
with a kindling rapidity, flew over the 
head» of the fhouting multitude, poilin^' 
himfelf with expanded legs and arms, a» 
be pafled, till he was landed, without 
damage, on his yielding receiver. And^ 
in the very next papers, Harry publiihed. 
the following advei tifement, to wit ^ 

** Before the firft of April next Sigy 
^* nor Dominico Jachimo Tonin© Vo- 
^ lantiy by the help of canvas wings- 
•* contrived for the purpofe^ propofes to 
** fly over-fea from Dover to Calais, and 
*^ invites all his London friends to come* 
** and fee him fet out." 

Harry had now feea whatever Londofti 
could exhibit of elegant, curious, or plea^ 
ling } and Mr. Fenton judged it time to* 
hold up to him the melancholy reverfe of 
this pidure; to fliew him the houfe 'tf 
mournings the end of all men ; to fliew 
him the dreary fluides and frightful paf- 

fages 
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£iges of mortalitf whicb hiimairit|r fbxti^ 
ders to think of^ but tbroiu;h which hu-^ 
inao ftature of neccilky muu eo.^ 

For this purpoft he took him to the 
General Hospital, where death open- 
ed all lug gates, and Ikewed himfelf in aH 
hb forms* But th^ great poet, on thiB 
oecaiion, hath anticipated all defcripticm : 



ImiDcdiai^lj a place 



Before hit eyes appear*d — ^(ad, noifookc, dark# 
w& lazar-hoaie it ieem'dy wherein were hSd 
Sumhen of all difeas*d, all maladiea 
Of ghaftly (pafmy of rackiog torture, qualmft 
Of heart-fick agony— *ail fev'rous kinds, 
Convulfions, cpfilepfies, fierce catarrhs, 
Intefline ftooe and ulcer ; colic pangs^ 
SaBmontac phrcniy, moping melancholy, 
And moon«(lnick madnefs ; pining atrophy, 
Dropfies, and afthmas, and joint-racking rhenmsr 
Dire was the toffing, deep the groan — Defpair 
Tended the fick, bnfieft from couch to touchy 
And over them triuroj^ant Death his dart 
Shook, but delay'd to Arike, though oft invoked 
With vows, ss their chief good* 

Milt CIS. 



While Mr. Fenton led his pnpil 
through groaning galleries » and the 
chambers of deau and difeafe, Hany 
kt down the leaf of his hat, and drew it 

over 
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^•rer his eyies^ to conceal fai^ emotion]* 
All that day he was iilent, and his coun^ 
.tenance downcafi ^ and, at night, he ha-^ 
ftened to bed, where he wept a large tr^* 
bute to the nacmmfully-inevitaUe condi- 
tion of man's miferafak ftate upen.earth< 

The next day^ Mr*^ Fenton toak him 
to the Bethlehem hofpital for idiots and 
lunatics- But when Harry beheld and 
contemplated objeds fo ihocking to 
thought, fo terrible to firfit ;. when he 
had contemplated, I fay, the ruia above 
all ruins, human inteUigence and humaa 
reafon fo fear fully overthrown ; where 
the ideas of the foul, though dUlorted 
and mifplaced, are quick and zM alive to 
horror and agony i he grew fick and turn^ 
ed pale, and, fuddenly catching his uq»^ 
cle by the arno^ Come, Sir, let us go, 
£iid hie, I can ftand this no longer* 

When they had reached home, and 
that Harry was more compofedi Are alt- 
the miferies. Sir, faid he, that we have 
witneiTed thefe two days, the confe-^ 
quences of iin? £ven ib^ indeed, my 
-Uarrv, all thefe and thouiands more, 
equally pitiable and difgufiing, are the 
natursu progeny of that wo-begettinc^ 
parent. Nor are fhofe mkeries confined 
to hofpitals alone ^ every houfe, nay eve^ 
ry bofom, b a ccxtain though fecret lazar- 

houfe, 
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koufe, where the fick couch k preparing^ 
with all the difinal apparatus, for tears- 
and laaentations, for agonies and death* 

Since that is the cafe. Sir, who would 
laugh any more? Is it not Hke feafting 
in the midft of i&mine, and dancin^^ 
amidft the tombs? 

All things in their fealbn, my dear, 
provided that thofe who laugh be as 
though they laughed not, remembering: 
that they mufi weep ; and provided 
that thofe who weep be as though they 
wept not, having joy in their knowledge 
that the fafluoa of this world quickly 
pafTeth away.. 

On the following day, Mr. Fentoa* 
returned to Hampuead, leaving Harry 
and Mr. Clement ability to indulge the 
benevolence of their hearts. 

One evening, as our companions were 
drinking tea in the Temple Exchange 
Coifeehoufe, a man advanced in years, 
but of a very refpeftable appearance, got 
up and addrefied the aflembly : 

Gentlemen, faid be, among the fev&- 
ral hofpitals and other charitable foun>- 
dations that have done honoiu* to the 
hun^nity o£ the inhabitants of this city, 
there is oae fiill wanting, which, as 1 
conceive, above all others, would give 
diftindioa to thebeneficence of its found- 
ers} 
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^s ; it is a houfe for repenting pro* 
Hitutes, an afylum for unhappy wretch- 
es who haw£ no ^other -home, to whom 
all doors are £hut, to whom no, h^yen is 
open, no habitation, or hole for reft, up- 
on the face ef the earths 

Moft of them hav<e J^een feduced from 
native innocence 2^d oiodefty hy t}ie arts 
of rruel men. Many have been deceived 
imder promife and vows of . marriage ; , 
fome ' under the appearance of the aAual 
oeremony, aud afterwards ^biandoaed, or 
tv^rp^d forth :to infamy 1^ thdr barbarous 
aiid bafe undoers. Shall no place then 
be left for repentaiw:e, evei^ to thofe who 
do repent? Forbid it ^charity, forbid k 
sianhood. Man is bom the natural pro- 
t^dor of the weaki^efs of woman ; and, if 
he Ivas not been able to guard her inno- 
cence from invafion, he ought at leaft to 
provide a reception for her return to 
virtue. , 

I have the plan of this charitable foun- 
dation in my pocket ; and, if any of you» 
Gentlemen, approve my propofal, and 
are willing to fubfcribe, or to iblicit your 
friends to. fo beneficent a purpofe, I rc«> 
queft your company to the tavern oyer ^ 
the way. 

Here the fpeaker walked toward the -• 
dgor, and was foUo\^xd by Harry and Cle- 

xueat. 



s62 The FOOL of qiJALlTT. 

ment, and thirteen or fourteen more of 
the aflemb]y. 

When the company was feated round 
a larger table9 the gentleman pnxluced 
iiis pTan^ with a fumaary of the rules 
and inftitutes for the conduA of the 
houfe, which he propofed to call die 
Magd^en-'houfe^ A plan which hatk 
iince been efpoufed, and happily execB« 
ted by others, without aftniMng a^y of 
the merit to the firft projedor. 

As adl [oeient applauded the manner 
of the fcheme, and intention .of the cha- 
rity, each of them fubfcribed fromahun«« 
^red to twenty pounds, till it -came to 
Harry's tiurn, who fubfcribed a thouiand 
pounds in Mr. Fenton's name. 

I fuppofe, :Sir, faid one of the com- 
pany, that your largeft contributions will 
arife from the ladies, as the whole is in^ 
tended for the benefit «f the fex. I 
ihall not, anfwered the gentleman, ap- 
ply to a Angle lady on this occafion. 
Not one of them will dare to contribute 
a penny^ left it fhould be thought that 
they partly allow, in themielves, the 
vices that they can pardon or patronife in 
•others. It is this that makes the icafe of 
the wretches, whom we are about to be- 
friend, deplorable beyond meafure. They 
are firft betrayed by our £ex, and then 
2 driven 
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^^ebiven o^t to irretrievable infamy and 
mifery by their owm For women ta 
women are as turkeys to turkeys ; do but* 
C2& a little dirt upon the head . of an v 
€mc of thetn, and the reft of the Aock 
combine, in an inftant, to pick out her 
eyes, and to tear her to pieces. 

Mr. Mole, a ieamed philofopher, and 
a man of principal figure in the prefent 
company, then addrdlfed the projedor, 
and (aid. If you will admit me, Sir, into 

rrtnerihip in die conduA of your fcheme, 
wiU engage to levy contributions to 
the amount of fome thoufands, over and 
above the hundred I have already fub- 
icribed. Tou are heartily welcome. Sir, 
replied the gentleman, either to join or 
take the conduA of the whole upon your* 
felf. Provided the good is done, I care 
not by what means ; dU my ends will be 
anfwered ; I wiih to be namelefs. That 
is not fair neither, faid another of the 
company ; you, Mr. Goodville, had the 
trouble of contriving this bufinefs, and 
you ought, at leaft, to have the honour, if 
not the condud of your own plan. 

Mr. Goodville ! Mr. Goodville ! ex- 
claimed Qement in a furprife, eagerly 
fiaring at him, and recolleding, as m)m 
a dream, the altered features of his quon- 
dam £riend wd b^nisfador. Pray^ Sir^ 

do 
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<lo you remember any thins; of one *Cle» 
ment> a woithlefs young ftJlow, whom 
once in your goodnefs you condefcended 
topatronife? Qement! Clement! cried 
Mr. Goodville, gettiAg up and haftening 
to him, and catching him in Jiis arms*; 
My dear, m^ -dear Qement, my man of 
merit and misfortunest how.rgoiced ami 
to find you! God be prai&d, God be 
praifed, it is at length in my power to de 
fomething material for you. But come . 
with me to another rocMU, I have fome- 
thing to fay to you } we will leave theie 
gentlemen, the while, to think further of 
the plan that lies before them. 

When Mr. Goodville and Qement 
had withdrawn, Mr. Mole, faid one .of 
the company^ you are concerned in a 
number of thefe puUic benefadions. 
Yes, Gentlemen, anfwrered Mole, 1 be- 
lieve there is no charitable inftitution of 
any note in London in which I am not a 
truftee, and to which I am not a contri- 
butor. For, though I do not fet up 
for fandiiication by faith, yet I think 1 
may pretend to ibme juflification by cha- 
rity. Let the vulgar herd pay their 
prtefthood for cheating them out of their ' 
fcnfes, I give nothing to the fat im- 
poftors, or their lucrative fable ; my fub- . 
ilance is little enough for myfelf and the 
J poor. 
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poor. Why, pray. Sir, fald Harry, are 
you not a Chriftian ? No indeed, Mafter, 
anfwered Mole, nor any man who has 
fenfe enough to think for himfelf. Be 
pleafed then, cried Harry, to hand jne 
that paper a moment ; here. Sir, I dafli 
my name and contribution from the lift of 
the fubfcribers. He who denies glory to 
God in the htgheflj <:an never have peace or 
"good-will toward men; and fo. Sir, you 
Jh2i31 never be the almoner of a penny of 
toy money. 

You talk as you look, my dear, cried 
Mole ; like one juft eloped from the nur^ 
fery, where you were affrighted by tales 
of ghofts and hobgoblins. \ acknow- 
ledge. Gentlemen, the benefit and beauty 
of morality in its fulleft extent; and. 
had Jefus, the Chriftian prophet, con* 
fined himfelf to his fyftem of moral pre- 
cepts, I think he would juftly have been 
clleemed the greateft philofopher and le- 
giflator that ever breathed. But when 
Ae, or rather his difciples, in his name, 
in order to enhance the authority of their 
miiSon, pretended to divinity in their ma- 
fter, the low-bred and ignorant wretches 
puUed together againft the grain, and 
■compounded fuch a ftrange medley of 
fighting inconfiftencies, and felf-evidenc 
abfurdities, as are wholly ererfive of 

Vol. IV, M ever^ 
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every principle of right reafon and com- 
mon fcnfe. They taught, that God was 
made a man ; that, in order to expiate 
the fins of the wodd, the innocent \iras 
appointed to fuffer for the guilty : That 
the fins of all offenders were to be impu- 
t^d to one who had never offended ; and 
that the righteoufhefg of him, who had 
never offended, was to be imputed to 
criminals of the deepefl: dye: That the 
Creator fubmitted himfelf to the malig« 
nity of his creatures, and that God him- 
jfeli died a flumeful death on the crofs. 
And this. Gentlemen, makes fuch a heap 
of ridiculous incoherences, fuch contra- 
dictions in fenfe and terms, as exceeds 
even the worfhip of apes and ferpents, 
leeks and onions, and the other garbage 

of Egypt. 

You are a villain, and a thief, and a 
liar, cried Harry, altogether inflamed 
with choler. Mole, on hearing thefe 
terms of higheft affront and reproach, 
inftantly caught up a bottle, and threw it 
at our hero's head ; but it happily miffed 
him, and only bruifed the flefhy part of 
the ihoulde^ of the gentleman who iat 
next. Harry inftantly fprung up and 
made at Mole, while the company rofe 
alfo and attempted lo interfere ; but fonie 
If^c call on one hand, and fome on the 

V other, 



The ¥00L o¥ QUALITY, 2^7 

K>thcr, and, 'Overturning fuch as direclly 
'^ppofed htm, he reached Mole, and, 
with one blow of his fift on the temple, 
Jaid him motionlefs along the floor. 
Then, looking down on his adverfary, I 
ihould be forry, faid he, that the wretch 
^woulddiein his.prefent ftate of repro- 
l>acy ) here, drawer, run quickly and 
ibring me a furgeon. Then, returning to 
ills place, he fat down with great compo* 
ifure. 

After a paufc he looked around j I 
Slope, Gentlemen, faid he, that none of 
you are hurt. Indeed I am much con- 
cerned for having, in any degree, contri- 
4buted to your difturbance. But, had 
-any of you a dear benefador and patron, 
to whom you were bound beyond mea- 
fure, whom you loved and honoured 
4ibove all things, could you bear to hear 
him defamed and vilified to your face ? 
No certainly, anfwered one; No man 
could bear it, cried another ; But, pray, 
.afked a third, how came you to call the 
gentleman a thief? — Becauie, replied 
our hero, he attempted to rob me of my 
^whole eliate. He endeavoured to thieve 
from me the only ^iend I had in the uni* 
verfe, the friend of my heart, the peace 
and reft of my bofom ; my infinite trca- 
fure, my never-ending delight ! the friend 

M 2 withQut 



a66 The FOOL of QUALITY. 

Without whom I would not chufe to be ; 
without whom exifience would become a 
curfe and an abhorrence unto me. Hap* 
py young creature ! exclaimed an elder- 
ly gentleman, I underftand you ; you 
mean your Chrift and my Cbrift, the 
friend who has already opened his early 
heaven within you. 

By this time Mr. Mole began to move ; 
whereupon Harry rofe, and, putting his 
hand in his pocket. Here, Gentlemen, faid 
he, is one guinea for the furgeon, and 
another for the reckoning. When my 
companion returns, be pleafed to tell him 
I am gone to our lodgings. For I will 
not ftay to hold further converfe or al- 
tercation with that bane of fociety, that 
peft, which the rulers in darknefs have 
commiffioned to fpread contagion, dif- 
temper, and death among men. 

Harry went early to bed, but lay reft- 
lefs and much difturbed in his fpirit all 
night. Mr. Clement had heard the par- 
ticulars of our hero's behaviour, which 
lie paitly difapproved ; but, as he faw 
him already dejefted, he did not chufe 
to expoftulate with him for the prefent. 

1 he next day they returned to Hamp- 
ftead, where Mr. Fen ton, notwithftand- 
ing the conftrained fmiles of his Harry, 
obicrvcd an unufual cloud and uceaiiiiels 

in 
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in his countenance. I want to fpeak 
with you,, my love, faid he j and, beck* 
Oning him into his clofet, he took him; 
affectionately by the hand, and made hin> 
fit befide him. What is the matter, my 
dear, faid he, looking concernedly in his 
face; what is it that has diflurbed the 
peace of the bofom of my beloved ? 

Ah ! Sir, cried Harry, I am, indeed, ^ 
very unhappy. I doubt that I am partly 
lofing my faith, and the fear of that 
has given me inexpreffible horror. It is 
Kke tearing me from a fort, out of which 
there is no home or reft for me in the 
univcrfe. 

.Here Ha(rry made a recital of the late 
affair to his patron, and, having clofed his 
narrative. Is not this very wonderful, Sir, 
faid he, how or where in the world could 
this Mole have muttered together fuch ar- 
guments againft reafon, fuch appearances 
againft truth ? How muft the vulgar and 
illiterate be ftaggered by fuch objections, 
when even I, who have been bred, as 
\ may (ay, at the feet of Gamaliel, have 
not been able to anfwer them, other wife 
than by the chaftifement which the blaf- 
phemer received at my hand \ 

Here Mr. Fenton fmiled, and faid. Do 
not be alarmed, my love. We fliall 
quickly difpel the thin mifts of infidehty 
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that were colle^ed to fliut the Svtn of 
Kighteoufneis from your eye* I confefs^ 
indeed, that this fpawn of Antichrift hat 
compiled a fummary of all that has ever 
been uttered agsunft the Lamb who was 
/lain from the foundation of thi world; 
yet he is but a Mole in nature as well aa 
name; and he, witK his brother-moles^ 
know no more and fee no further than 
the little heap of dirt and rubbifh, that 
the working of their own purblind and 
floundering reafon hath caft about them». 

Sacred depths and ftupendous my-'^ 
fteries belong to thb matter, and^. wheo? 
you are able to bear them, they ihaU be 
clearly and fully unfolded to you, my 
Harry : in the mean fpace, a few fimple 
obfervations will fuffice to re-efiabli(h the 
peace of your fweet and pious heart. 

As Chriftianity was inftituted for the 
falvation of the vulgar, the principal 
truths thereof are very obvious and plam^ 
and want no learning, no letters, to in* 
culcate or teach them. They fpeak the 
language of nature, and all nature is ex* 
preiiive of the fenfe and the found there- 
of. Whatever is within you, whatever, 
is without you, cries aloud for a Saviour »- 
For fin hath been as the Mezentius, of 
whom you read in Virgil, who bound 
the bodies of the dead to the perfons of 

the 
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fie living. Thus it is that the. fin of 
fallen angels, and of fallen man, hath 
bound change and corruption, diftempe- 
rature and. death, to the elements, to the 
vegetables, to animals, and even to the 
immortal image of God himfelf in the > 
hunhinity; fo that all things cry out, 
ii^th the apoftle Saint Paul, Who Jhalt 
deliver me from the body of this death ? So 
that all things cry out, with the apoftle 
Saint Peter, &ave^ Lord^ or I perij/j ! 

Thefe are inevitable truths, my Harry^ 
ivhich all men, at fome time, muft feel 
throughout their exiftence, whether they 
read them or not^ And he alone, who 
never experienced nor ever fliall Experi- 
ence frailty, error, or ficknefs, pain, an- 
guiffi, or diffolution, is exempt from our 
folar fyftem of falyation from fin. • 

But what fort of a Saviour is it, for 
whom all things cry fo loudly ? Is it a dry 
mor^ift, ^ legiflator of bare and external 
precepts, fuch as your mole-philofopher 
required our Chrift tobe? No, my dar- 
ling, no. The influence and exiftence of 
the Redeemer of nature muft, at leaft, be 
as extenfiv^ as nature herfelf^ ^ 

Things are defiled 'and corrupted 
throughout ; they ^re diftempered and 
devoted to death from the inmoft effence 
of their being; and nothing, under 

M 4 him. 
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him^ in whom thqr live^ and move, and 
bave their being, can redeem-thenn, can 
reft ore them. 

O Sir, exclaimed Harry, his counte- 
nance brightening up, why could I not 
think of tnis ? I ihould then have been 
able to foil my malignant adverfary, even 
at his own weapons. 

Our Jefus, himfelf, continued Mn 
Fen ton, appeals to the truth I have told 
you, where he fays to the fick of the 
palfy, Son, be of good cheer, thy fin$ 
are forgiven thee. But, when the Pha- 
rifees thereupon concluded that h^ 
blafphemed, ne demonftrated his influ- 
ence in and over the foul by the feniible 
evidence of his operation and influence 
in and over the body. What reafon yc 
in your hearts ? faid Jefus ; whether is it 
eafier to fay. Thy fins be forgiven thee, or 
to fay, Rife up and walk ? Then faid he 
to the fick of the palfy, Arife and take up 
thy couch» and go to thine houfe. And 
immediately he rofe up before them, and 
took up that whereon he had been car- 
ried, and departed to his own houfe, 
glorifying God. 

Here it was neceflary, for the perform- 
ance of this wonderful and inftantaneous 
cure, that Jefus (hould inftantly operate 
in and through every member, nerve, 

and 
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and fibre of the fick of the palfy. And 
it was equally neceffary, for that purpofe, 
that the fick of the palfy fhould have 
lived, and have had his being in Jefus. 
In like manner, aifo, his fins muft have 
been pardoned, by an inward falvation, 
by imparting to the will of the finner 
a new and rectified will, and by in- 
forming his fpirit with a deteftation of. 
evil, and a love of goodneis and virtue. 

But, pray, Sir, if it is not too profound 
a myftery for uie, be pleafed to inform 
me, how God could be made man ? for 
thisAvas one of the principal objedtions 
of Mole. 

God was never made man, my Harry. 
God cannot be debaied. He could not 
degrade himfelf by any change into man- 
hood, though be could exalt and aflumci 
humanity into God» Neither could God 
die or fuffer. To this, Chrift himfelf 
wiio was God and man, bears teftimony'} 
where he cries out, in the agonies of his 
fuffering humanity. My God^ my God, why 
bajl thou forfaken me? And again, wherCy 
crying with a load voice, he faid. Father^ 
into thy hands I commend my fpirit* — 'But^ 
you are leading me fomething deeper thaa 
I chofe to go, for the prele'nt. 

From eternity, God faw that, £bould 
\^ produce any creatures ia his owa 

M 5 unag^y 
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image, to be gloricais by Im likenefs 
and happy by his communication, he 
muft oi necefiity create them intelligent 
and free} and that confeqiient>)r^ as 
creatures, they mufi be finite ^ and that, 
as creatures who were free, they ikould 
alfo be fallible. 

He, therefore, hw that a& might 
fall, and he alfo forefaw that fome would 
fall. But his gtaeioufnefs had provided 
tiuo infailibti remedUs for this evil of fai-^ 
libility. He had provided a Saviour y and 
Be had stfo provided fufferwg^ The Savi* 
wLr was to refiore them by an inward 
redemption, by a reinfufion and new 
birth of his own nature in their eflence..- 
And fufering >iCras to prepare and open^ 
iis way» by humbling their pride^ by 
mortifying ueirluft, and thus compelling: 
them to unfold their hearts to^ their owo^ 
£.ippineis» 

Indced,^ had no creature ever fallen,. 
God could not have been duly glorified; 
to all eternity. Millions of his infinitely-^ 
amiable quanties rotifl have lain an in- 
fcrutable fccret to worlds upon worlds.- 
"While all his creatures were happy in, 
him, and participated of him, no dif- 
tinflion could be duly made between 
them and their Greator, Had evil never 
l)een, goOdnefs would have funk un- 

fpeakably 
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fpeakabdy in the fenfe of its value^ 
which is now infinitely heightened and 
glorified by the contraft. Free grace 
and free mercy on the part of our God, 
and penitence and thankfgiving on thd 
part of humbled finners, would- have 
been prevented of their thoufand endear- 
ing connexions « And all the amities 
and charities, throughout the brother-^ 
bood of man ; aU the m^elting and fond 
relations, which the vine Chrift infufes 
throughout his. ingrafted branches, bear- 
ing blofibmis and fruits of divine fra« 
grance and flavour, mufl ever have re- 
mained, unbleiSng and as dead, from 
eternity to eternity ^r 

But our God, my cbiM, is is power- 
ful as he is g^racious and wife^ to brings 
light out of darknefs^ and life out of 
death, and infinite and ever-enduring 
good out of the limited and fhort ftate 
of tranlitory evUr 

To prove that no being beneath him* 
ielf could fiand of their own fufficien- 
cy, God permitted his two principal 
creatures, the mofl immediate and mod 
glorious reprefentatives of his divine per-; 
f e<5fcions, to fall off from their allegiance, 
and confequently from their happineis, 
with all their progeny* The firll was 
the angel Lucifer who fell through jpriJe, 
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and the fecond was the man Adam who 
fell through luft. Thefe two. capital 
iios of fride and of luft are the genuine 
parents of all moral and natural evil, of 
all the guilt and mifery that ever did or 
ever can arife throughout duration ; and 
our heavenly Father, in his love, hath 
appointed intenfe fuffering, to abate and 
abafe the witj to mortify and flay the 
fttker^ that tranfgreflbrs may finally be 
capable of his mercy, through the falva-^ 
tion and grace of his Chrifl* 

The firft of thefe arch-feldns deem-^ 
ed himfelf worthy of Deity, and, beui|; 
unexperienced in the power with whom 
he had to contend, he attempted to ar«^ 
rogate all worihip to himfelf, and to rob 
his divine Benerador of glory and God** 
head. 

The fecond of thefe felons was tempt* 
eil by the firft to afpire^ through his owa 
merits, at a godlike independence; to 
caft off his allegiance to the Author of 
his being ; and to exped intelligence 
and knowledge from the fenfual fruits 
of this world, after which he lufied. He 
accordingly took and eat of the tree 
that was pregnaet with all the goods and 
all the evils of this external, elementary, 
and tranfient fyflem ; according to his faith 
it luas dons tmto bm y according to his 

lu& 
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luft his define was accomplifhM; his na- 
ture became a partaker of temporary 
nature; and he fell, with his progeny, 
into all the depravity and evils that the 
fin of fallen Lucifer had introduced into 
thefe vaft regions, now ihade more ex- 
ceedingly corrupt and finful by the fin 
of fallen Adam. 

Why, pray. Sir, demanded Harry, had 
Lucifer any concern in -this world, he^ 
fore the fall of our firft parents ? 

Yes, my dear, all the fpace, that if 
now occupied by this earth, and thefe 
elements, with the fun, moon, and ftars^ 
to an inconceivable extent, was once the 
heaven and dominion of Lucifer and his 
angels. But when, by their apoftafy 
from the light, and love, and goodnefs oi 
God, they had caufed darknefs and ma* 
lignity, envy, rage, and uproar, and 
every fpecies of evil and horror, to be 
predominant throughout their kingdom j 
God determined, by a new creation, ta 
take it out of their hands. Accordingly, 
he compacted it into the prefent fyftem 
of temporary nature, whofe duration is 
to be meafured by the revolution of our lu- 
minaries, until the appointed period of 
the great confummation, when all the 
malignity that remains, and is compad* 
cd therein,. ihaU be finally done away.^ 

Ta 
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To this truth Moies bears teftimany, 
where he tells you, that, at the com* 
mencement of the creation, darkneis was 
upon the face of the great deep. And 
agiin, where he tells you, that the tree 
of the knowledge of the goods and evil» 
of this world Iprung up, even in the 
midft of the paradife of God. But it is 
altogether impious and blafphemous to 
fuppofe, that God would create evil, or 
infufe a tendency thereto into any of his 
works. Again, the fame truth is atteft- 
ed by many paffiiges of the iacred wri« 
tings, where Lucifer, or Satan, tells- 
Chrift, to his face, that this world, with 
all its glories, are his portion and proper- 
ty, that they were delivered unto him, 
and that he giveth them to whomfoever 
he. will. And again, where Chrtft calls 
lum the prince oi the air; and again, 
where he lays, Tbe prince of this world 
Cometh f attd hath no part in me. 

Now, when God, by his new creation,, 
bad delivered this fyftem of things froa> 
the influence and dominion of evil fpi« 
rits, they became altogether prifoners 
in their own darknefs. But when Adsun, 
the fecond lord of this vaft domain,. 
by a fecond apoftafy, had brought ad-^ 
ditional fin and evil into temporary na^ 
ture« the paradiie of God>. that was over 

all. 
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all, vaniflsed ; and the nr«r guilt af 
Adam opened a new and wide gzrte, for 
the re-admilSon of Lucifer m-to- his. 
ancient pofleffionsr And be remains a 

Erince and a ruler in the elements and 
earts of men unto this evil day^ 
Thefe two capital apoftates, Lucifer 
and Adam, who had thus robbed their 
kind Gk)d of their aSedions and allegi- 
ance, were thereafter reprefentcd by the 
two thieves who foflFcred in company 
with Chrift, who reached out to each o£ 
them a bleeding arm of his merey- 
The one accepted his grace, and, Of^ that 
day, entered paradife along with hi» 
Lordr The other rejefted the Chrift with 
contempt and reproach, and there^ 
fore, if ever reckdmable, muft be con- 
drained by fuffering to open his heart to* 
redemption ; when, after a procefs of many 
many agoniiing ages, l^fpheming and 
indignantly fpuming at the power of hi^^ 
punifber, he may be compelled to cry 
out, O Seed of the woman ! heal, heaE 
the head thou haft crufhed, and admie 
xne aHb, though laft, to fome, the kaft: 
portion of thy pardoning (avatioh I 

Thefe two, my Harry, eve»Lucffer 

and Adam, were alfi> the thieves among; 

whom the traveller fell, going from "^- 

rufalem to Jericho, from the city and 

% place* 
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place of peace to the place of deftruclion. 
He reprefented the wretched race of fall- 
en man, whom Lucifer and thdr firll fa- 
ther had robbed of all thcu- fubftance, 
and firipped of their robe of righteouf- 
nefsy and wounded, and left half dead in 
trepafles and iins. Neither did the law 
or the prieilhood avail any thing for their 
cure, till J^sus, the Good Samaritan:, 
had companion upon them, and bound 
up their wounds, pouring therein the oil 
of his grace and. the wine of his gladnefs ; 
and expended two pence, even the two 
precious pence of his own body and 
blood, for perfecting their recovery. 

But, my deareft Sir, faid, Harry, if my 
queftion does not intrude, pray, how was 
it conliftent with jullice that the fufier* 
ings of the innocent ihould atone both 
for, and inftead of the guilty ? For this 
alfo was one of Mjie's cardinal ob- 
jeclions. 

Your queftion, faid Mr. FentCMi, falls 
aptly in its place. When Adam, as i 
have told you, apoftatifed from his God, 
and lufted after the grofs and fenfual 
fruits of this world, and fed upon them, 
and thereupon became a partakcrr of their 
nature and malignity; he fell from his 
pjiradiie and fovereignty together, and iie 
became a poor fubject, and mil'eiabie 

flave 
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ilave to all the evils and inclemencies 
of that temporary nature, over which he 
})ad been conftituted a throned lord and 
controller. 

Here was a deep and a woful fall^ 
my Harry, from fovereignty to flavery, 
from eternity into time, from immorta- 
lity into corruption, from blifs into mi- 
fery, and from Ufe into death ! The very 
ftate in which the wretched heirs of his 
fallen nature find themfelves at this day. 
How then was he to rife, if ever to rife 
again i Could this be effe^ed by any 
powers of his own ? If he did not fiand 
in the ftate of his ftrength, how fhall he 
recover and be able to r,eafcend in the 
ftate of his weaknefs ? How think you, 
my Harry? A felf-evident impoffibility^ 
anfwered Harry. 

Here then, continued Mn Fen ton, w^ 
jGnd the univerfe of man depraved, falN 
en and funk into the darkneis of fin and 
error, into the dungeon of ^ofs and cor- 
ruptible flefli, and circled about and 
clofed in by the barriers and gates of 
death. And thefe prifons were to be 
broken through, thefe gates were ;to be 
burft open, before he could re-enter upoA 
light and immortality. All the enemies 
who had conquered man, ^rij Satan^ and 
Umptgtion^ were alfo to be conquered: 

* ' But 
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But how was this to be done ? A world 
lay at fiake, and the great quell ion was. 
Whether the whole race of man ihould 
continue in endlefs guilt and diifery, or 
be reftored to ever-enduring purity and 
bleffednefs? Wherefore, what all the 
powers of creation were not able to at- 
tempt, Jefus, in the humanity, under- 
took to accompUfh. 

Here you fee, my child, that jufUce 
had little to do in the cafe. It was not 
the juflice of funijbmentj but the mercy of 
deliverance that the love of our heavenlf 
Father required. Juftice indeed affirmedi 
that fuffering was due to fin, and was 
the neceflary attendant and confequence 
thereof; and this alfo the love of our 
Chrift willingly took upon himfelf. He 
con(\\xtTtd fujferingthvoxi^fufferings, and 
was thereby made the perfeft and accom- 
plifhed Captain of our falvation. He ca- 
tered into our flelh,' he went through all 
the paflages of this vale of tears and rtr 
gion of mifery into which we are fallen; 
through poverty, contempt, rejeftion, 
reproach ; through all that the rage and 
rancour of men and devils could inflifti 
his bloody fweat and horrors of hell, 
^^ bonds, buffetings, fpit tings, fcourgings, the 
bloody mockery of a thorny crown, and 
all the foul-rending tortures of an ago- 

niung 
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yu&ag xruci&^iij txH at .h&, he trium- 
phantly cried,. //./j^w^ifrf/ an^^ye up 
the ghoft. From the cro& he delcended 
into the grave ; fron^ the grave again he 
rofe in gWy, and afeended into heaven,, 
where he kd captivity captive^ and ihew-^ 
ed the powers of darknefs bound i that 
Ke might lead all the followers of las' 
beatific crofs, in his c»vni divine procefs^ 
to conqueft through fufierings, to glory 
through abafement, to exaltation through 
hunni^tion^ through death unta life, and 
through the cal^mHi^ of time to a never* 
ending, ever-ibkffing^ ever-joyful eter? 
nityl 

But, Sir, faid Harry, was the huma^ 
ftity of our blefled Saviour the fame as 
ours. is? for fo the fcripture fcems.to in^ 
ttmate, where it fays, he was made man^ 
like unto us ia all things, fi^^c^ly ex.? 
cepted» 

This was oply fpoken^ anfwercd Mr» 
Fenton, with roped to his outward hu* 
inanity. His creaturely foul indeed, anq 
the fldh which he derived frpm his mor* 
tal, mother, were even as ours are, £0 
only excepted* USul tl^ffe were oi^ly a» 
the. huflL or caie of his ii^fa^mal and c£^ 
vine humanity, which was conceived 
from the effence of the Father, by the 
operation of the Holy Spikit, in the 

womb 
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womb of a pure virgin. It was this hn-- 
manttv to which Jesus was intixnatdy 
united, and that became one with the 
ever-blefled Trinity. And it was of 
the ubiquity of this humanity that Chrift 
fpeaketh, when he &ys to Nicodemus, 
No man hath afcended up to heaven^ but be 
that came doun from heaven^ even the Son 
of man which is in heaven. But, when 
the external humanity of Jefus was, bv 
fuSering and death, prepared to be fwal- 
lowed up in glory, the whole Chrtst was 
then aflumed up into Godhead. He iaw 
all things in Jefiis, as they were and ihall 
be from eternity to. eternity. And, 
though the gloiy of his perfonal appear- 
ance may be Viuble in certain places, yet 
he is inviiibly prefent in all places and in 
all hearts, begetting in them a new birth 
of his own divine humanity ; thit their 
bodies may alfo be fafhioncd like unto 
his glorious body ; and that, when our 
corruptible fliall have put on incorrup* 
tion, and when that our mortal ihall 
have put on immortality, we all may bo 
made one^ as he is in the Father^ and the Fa-' 
ther in him^ that we oifo may be one in 
them. An elevation, fure, well worth 
the hardeft ftriving, the higheft am* 
bition ! 

Thus 
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Thus I have fliewn you, my Harry, 
the inevitable neceflily of the fufFering of 
our innocent Chrill for the falvation of 
guilty finners. And this alfo fliews you 
the equal neceffity of his taking upon 
himfelf the external imputation of the 
iins for which he fuSered ; that he might 
thereby be inwardly imputed to us, and 
become to us, and in us, the Lord our 
KiGHTEousNESs ; and be to us a better 
Adam, a fecond and divine Father, re- 
generating us to a birth of his own hea- 
venly nature. And thus, as the fipft 
Adam died unto God, and lived to fal- 
len nature, there was a neceffity that 
Chrift, as well in. his own perfon, as his 
redeemed progeny, ftiould die to the 
fallen nature, that through him they 
might live again unto God. 

thank you, thank you. Sir, cried 
Harry, I fhall henceforth be enabled to 
give an account, to all who alk, of the 
faith that is in me. But, pray, did the 
divine humanity of our Chrill fufFer in 
the crucifixion ? 

1 believe it did, Harry, even as our 
fouls are found to fuffer in our bodies, 
though of a nature fo very different from 
them. It was the fuffering of this divine 
humanity that caufed fuch violent repug- 
nance and convuUions in nature j that 

ihut 
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ihut up the world from light even at mid- 
day 4 that rent the rocks, that opened 
the graves, and gave up the dead to at- 
tend their Lord, and reviv.e in the Hfe of 
his refurreAion. 

Will yon be pkafed. Sir, to indulge 
me in one queflaon more? Could not 
God, in his omnipotence, have eflfeded 
the £dvation of man hy fome other means 
than the fufferiqg of our dear Chrift ? I 
think, were it to be done again, I would 
rather forfeit my falvation, than that he 
fliould endure fuch agony on my account. 

I wUi not pretend, my Harry, to give 
limits or dire^ons to the meafures of 
my God, neither to fay what he might 
or might not do within his own world, 
and with regard to his own creatures* 
But it is certain, that he chofe the mofl 
effectual method for compafling his great 
and eternal purpofe that infinite love 
could di^te, infinite wifdom contrive, 
and infinite power execute. O my Harry, 
how unutterably endeared muft this mea- 
iure make our God to the univerfe of his 
creatures, and that to all eternity ! It is 
herein that the nature of our God is re- 
vealed i it is hereby alone that he could 
ever have been duly known ; known to 
be the God of love, to be nothing but 
^ove, in this his wonderful work of mer- 
cy 
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cy tranfcending mercy, and of grace 
tranfcending grace, that he might bring 
us to glory tranfcending glory ! 

In this uupendous work of redemption, 
I fay, Jefus makes himfelf as it were little, 
that we may become great ; he ftoops in- 
to manhood, that he may exalt us into 
God. He came not arrayed in the fooPs 
coat of the luftre of this defpicable world, 
xior in the weaknefs of its power, nor in 
the mearinefs of its dignity ; but over 
his immenfity he threw the appearance of 
limitation, and with time he invefted his 
eternity ; and his omnipotence put on 
frailty ; and his fupremacy put on 
fubjection ; and with the veil of morta- 
lity, he fhrouded his beauty, that he 
might become familiar to us, that we 
might behold and converfe with him face 
to face, as man converfes with man, and 
grows fond of his fellow. 

Before the incarnation, God was feared 
in his thunders, and adorned in the ma«- 
jefty and magnificence of his works. 
But it is in the meek and lowly Jefus 
that he becomes the objeft of affedion ; 
in the bleeding, the fuffering, t^e dying 
Jefus, we behold him with weeping grar 
titude, we love him with a love of pajP- 
fion aiid burning, a love that" languilhe^ 
for him, that cannpt bear to e;x.ift with- 
pujthira., Row 
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How: could that perverfe people fhut 
their eyes to the divinity of their gfraci- 
bus Mefliah, while he gave fuch hourly 
and ocular proofs of the power and ex- 
tent of his Godhead in and over all 
things ? while he went about doing 
good, carrying healing in his breath, in 
his touch, in his garments ; while the 
lamb fprung up as a bounding roe at his 
bidding; while the tempeft heard his 
voice and was flill, and the fea ipread itfelf 
as a carpet beneath the foot of its Crea- 
tor ; while the deaf ear was opened, 
and the dumb tongue loofed to utter- 
ance ; while he poured the beams of his 
light upon the new-opening eyes of the 
'blind-born gazer; and while in death 
and amidft the tombs, his word was life 
and relurreftion. 

Thus, my Harry, you find yourfelf 
united to your Saviour by many endear- 
ing and intimate connections ; by crea- 
tion, by redemption, by brotherhood, by 
fatherhood, in the flefh, in the fpirit ; by 
his being bone of your bone, and fpirit 
of your fpirit ; by being the firft-horn of 
many brethren^ and by being the divine 
father of a new and celeftial progeny. 

But what need we further ? The world, 
from the beginning, is fraught with him, 
and fpeaks of him. The world is, in it- 

fclf. 
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felf, no other than a hiftory of the two 
<:apital and eternally - inaportant truths. 
The greatness of the fall in Luci^ , 
fer and Adam^ and the greatness of 
THE K^\>i£.yi?TiO}!i in Jefus Chrijl. Thefe 
truths are engraven in the rocks as^ deep 
as the centre ; they are writtea on both 
fides of every leaf in nature. All that 
is within us, all that is without us, utters 
forth the fame language, proclaims the 
fame tidings aloud. AH ceremonials, 
all inftitutions of divine authority, all 
ancient predi6tions and prophecies, were 
pregnant with, and in travail of the 

GREAT DELIVERANCE tO be achicVCd 

by the Shilob who was to come. They 
give us a previous hiftory of his whole 
procefs upon eajrth, from his birth to 
his refurredion, as circumftantially, as 
minutely, as though it were a bare tran- 
Xcript of what had Tecently paffed before 
their eyes. But I (hall only dwell a mi- 
nute on three principal articles, firft, that 
Meffiah was to be God ; — fecondly, that 
he was however to be a fufFering Meffiah ; 
— and thirdly, that he was to give him- 
self to death for the falvatipn ofiinners. 

^iRST, with refpeft to his Divinity, 
Daniel fays, *' I faw in the night-vifions, 
^ and behold, one like unto the Son of 
^ Man came with the clouds of heaven. 

Vol. IV. N " and 
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^^ and came to the Ancient of dats^ 
<^ and they brought him near before 
'^ him. And there was given him no- 
^^ MIN10N9 and GLo&Yy and a kingpok, 
^< that all people, nations, and languages 
^ ihould ferve him ; his dominion is 

<^ an EVERLASTING DOMINION, which 

<< ihall not pais away/' Again IJatabz 
<< Behold^ a virgin ihall conceive, and 
^< bear a fon. For unto us a child is 
*< bom, unto us a ion is given, and 
^< the government ihall be upon his 
^< ihoulder ; and his name ihall be call- 
« ed Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
** Mighty God, The everlasting 
*< Father, The Prince of Peace. 
" Of the increafe of his government 
^* and PEACE there ihall be no end, up- 
^* on the throne of David, and upon his 
*' kingdom, to order it, and to eilabliih 
?' it, with judgment and with justice, 
" from henceforth, even for ever/' 

Secondly, with refpecl to his charac- 
ter of rejection and fuffering : " Who 
'' hath believed our report ? and to w^hom 
« is the arm of the Lord revealed ? He 
** is defpifed and rqecked of men, a man 
<^ of forrows and acquainted with grief : 
" and we hid as it were our faces from 
f' him ; he was defpifed, and we efteem- 
" ^d him not. He was oppreflTed, and 

** he 
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** he was afflifted: he is brought as a 
** lamb to the flaughter, and as a fheep^ 
^ before her ihearers is dumb, fo open- 
" ed he not his mouth. He was taketf 
*' from prifon and from judgment ; and 
•* who fliall declare his generation ? for 
•* he was cut oflf out of the land of the 
*' -living ; for the tranfgreflion of my 
" people was he ftricken. And he made 
** his grave with the wicked, and with 
" the rich in his death." Ifaiah liii. — 
David too fays, " Dogs have com- 
^ pafled me, the affembly of the wic- 
*' ked have inclofed me ; they pierced 
** my hands and my feetr They part 
•* my garments among them, and caffe 
" lots for my vefture. — But a bone of 
•* him fhall not be broken. — They ihall 
•* look on him whom they pierced.'* 

Thirdly, with refpeft to his being^ 
a willing offering for fin : Ifaiah fays, in 
the fame chapter ; " Surely he hath borne 
••^our griefs and earned our forrows; 
•• yet we did efteem him ftricken, foiit- 
•• ten of God, and afiiicled. But he 
•• was wounded for our tranfgreffions, he 
••;.was bruifed for our iniquities j the 
*'• chaflifement of our peace was upoa 
•* him, and with his ftripes we arc healed. 
•* All we like iheep have gone aftray; 
f* vrc have turned every one to his own 

N 2 " way-* 
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** wzjf 2nd the Lord hath bid on him 
** the iniquity of us all.*' Jferemiab too — 
Here Mr. Fenton was interrupted^ 
His man Frank entered^ booted, and 
all befpattered with dirt, and having 
whifpered fomething in his mailer's ear^ 
Mr. Fenton turned afide his head, to 
hide his concern from Hany, and ftep- 
ping to his dofct, locked himfelf in. 

XC }bC 3SC 

F & I £ N D. 

While Mr. Fenton is abfent, will yoti 
give me leave to put in a word. The ad- 
ventures of your herOy and of his friend?, 
as you emphatically call them, have been 
continued in fuch a rapid fuccefllon, and 
have been fo interesting to ^ery humane 
feeling of the heart, that I have not had 
power to break in upon you for a mo- 
ment, to inquire what was become of 
Harry's father, mother, and brother, for 
fo many years, a curioiity in the gratifi* 
cation of which humanity was alfo inter* 
efted. We left them in a very affeding 
iituation. Keafbn, and the workings of 
nature, had begun to ^et the better of 
pride, and prgudice, m the Peer, and 
the conflid: promifed much in its courfe : 

and 
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and the cffe^s which the fajfe fondnefe 
of the mother might have on the fufcep* 
tibility of the youthful heart of her fpn, 
awoke every tender impulfe of anxiety, 
from the eflfaSte which every day's ex- 
perience fliews us to proceed from the. 
fame caufe. 

Author* 

« 

I acknowledge the juftice of your 
remarks, and alio of your curiofity^ and 
will take this opportunity of gratifying 
it. Why I did it not fooncr, was becaule 
there really was not any thing either cu- 
rious or interefting in their uory till this 
very period, at which you have critically 
made the inquiry. Nor is this to be 
wondered at f In the life of man, bury- 
ing himfelf in retirement froni fociety of 
the good things of this worlds of a woman 
whdTe whole attention was ingrofled by 
the ftudy of foftering the foibles of a 
child, the happy temperature of whofd 
mind could prevent even that education 
from leading him into any excefles^ 
few infiances worthy of particular nO' 
lice could be expe^edr 
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■Mr ^Sr ^'2^^'Sr ^Ar ^^f^ ^flr ^'H' ^t' ^Qr ^5 V' ^^ ^3^ 

NEARLY nine years had now dapfed 
fince the Earl and his Lady had feen 
or heard of their Harry, except by two or 
three anonymous notes, in a year, giving 
a ihort account of his health and accom- 
plifhments ; infomuchthat time and long 
abfence had, in a meafure, worn him 
from the regrets of the family } estcepting 
his brother Richard, on whom Harry's 
generoflty, in taking his quarrel upon 
himfelf, had left an affeding and inde- 
lible imprefiion* 

Lord Richard was, indeed, fweetly 
difpofitioned by nature, and of an afpedb 
s(nd perfoii extremely etej^iit ; and as he 
had tutors in all branches, in which he 
chofe to be inft rafted, he learned fuffi- 
cient, by way of amuibment, to render 
him one of the moft accompliflied youths 
in the nation. Hie was alfb naturally 
unaffuming and modeftly difpofed; but' 
the unremitted adulation of domeftics- 
and dependents, with the complimentary 
artillery of all the neighbours and vifi- 
tants, could not fail of fome impreffioDv 
at leaft fo far as to make it evident that 
he was confcious of his condefcenfion 
when he became familiar with you* 

He 
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He was, however, e^fy to all who ap- 
plied to. him for any favour, exceeding^ 
charitable to the poor, and particularly 
fond of our Harry's fofter-mother, and 
kind to her for Harry's fake. 

With fuch amiable qualities, he waSw 
efteemed and beloved of all, and be^ 
came the little idol of the adjacent coua« 
try, infomuch, that when he was feared 
with the fmall-pox, the apprehenfiott 
and anxiety for him was univer&l, and 
the great manfion-houfe was hourly; 
circled by people who came crouding^ 
to inquire concerning his danger. 

The eruption was but flight, only a» 
few fpots on his face and other parts, fa. 
that my Lady was in high triumph, on 
obferving, that the beauty of her darling: 
Ihould not be defaced. But, ah, how- 
frail is the foundation on which mor'« 
tality builds its happinefs I who can: 
infure it, who can arreft it for an hour, 
for a moment? On the eleventh day,, 
when the phyficians pronounced, that, 
all was promifing and full of hope. 
Lord Richard w^as fuddenly taken with 
convulfions, and, in leis than an hour^ 
expired. 

Lady Enns, Ckmntefs (rf* Morelandv 
from whom the leat had been newly 
denominated Enna*i Ficld^ was prefent 

at 
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at the death of all that (he held moft 

1)recious upon earth. She had never 
eft his chamber fince he had taken to 
his bed ; and was now carried oflf in a 
deep and death-like fwoon* She never 
after recovered her fenfes, except by- 
deplorable Harts, to lament that ihe wa» 
the moft wretched of all that ever were 
created ; and, on the fecond day, ihe 
alfo expired, and was interred in the 
fame tomb with the offspring of her 
body and the idd of her heart. 

Never was feen fuch a concotirfe at 
any funeral, fince the funeral of Jacob, 
on which all Egypt attended. They 
croudcd from a diftance of thirty miles 
round. But, when they iaw the old and 
reverend patron of the country, all co- 
vered with fad and folemn weeds ; when 
they beheld his countenance exceeding 
all pomp of forrow, and conceived the 
weight and wringing that was then at 
his heart ; envy was quite blunted, and 
robbed of its fiing. They now lament* 
ed the living more than they. mourned 
the dead; and the pooreft among' the 
poor looked down, with an eye Oleoma 
paffion, upon the great man, now ren*. 
dered, as they deemed, more pitiable 
and defolate even than themfelves v with*' 
out child or kindred) without any to, 

continue 



The fool of QUALITY. 397 

continue his name or his honours^ 
without any who could claim a fhare 
in his wealth or his wo ; without any 
caufe of furtho: comfort or further care 
upon earth. 

- During^ the following week the Earl 
kept his chamber, and would admit of 
no vifitor till Mr. Meekly arrived. 

Mr. Meekly had long eftranged him- 
felf from Enna's field ; he had gone elfe- 
where, feeking the houfes of mourning^ 
aod breathing, peace and confolation where- 
ever he went ; but as foon as he heard of 
the afflidion of his noble friend, hef 
hafiened to- help him to bear up under 
the weight of his calamity. He entered, 
and feating himfelf in iilence beiide the 
Earl, he there wept an hour without ut- 
tering a fyllable. 

My Lord was the firft who fpoke ; Mr* 
Meekly, faid he, my heart gratefully feela 
this melting proof of your love. You 
weep for me, my friend, becaufe you fee, 
and kindly feel, that there is no other 
comfort for me on this fide the grave. 

God forbid, God forbid, laid Mr^ 
Meekly, the beft and greateft of all com*- 
forts is coming to you, my Lord. £ter<^ 
nal truth has promifed it, and he, will 
make it good to you ; Blejed^ bleffedy an^ 
they who mourn, for they Jhali be comforted^ 
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Ah, Mr. Meekly, repCed the Earl, 
the comfort that you mentioo is promifed 
only to the deeply contrite and broken of 
heart ; to thofe who duly lament the bafe* 
nefs of their offences againft fo great and 
^ood a God* Neither do I deipair, my 
niend, but that I alfo may finally iharc 
fome portion of that fame comfort ; for, 
as I feelingly acknowledge . myfelf the 
greateft of all finners, fo I wifli for grace 
to make me the greateft of penitents* 

God be praifed, cried Meekly, for the 
grace already given ! There was a time, 
my Lord, when, as you told me, you 
had nothing of thefe divine difpofitions ^ 
when the world, as you faid, feemed to 
hold out bappinefs to you in either hand ; 
when fortune, title, precedence, circling 
honours about you, and within you youtS 
and health, and a revelling flow of blood 
and fpirits, wholly difguifed and conceal* 
cd the ftate of your nature from you ; 
when they hid from you your own body 
of frailty, diftemper, fin, and death, and 
left you no occaiion to call out for a Sa- 
viour, as you felt nothing from which 
you defired to be faved. But God has 
now been gracioufly pleafed to fend you 
his monitors, and to call upon you by 
afflidion, that you, in your turn, may 
call upon him who alone can give you 
cooiblation. It 
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, It is not, my Lord, tp the mourners 
for fin, alone, to whom comfort is pro- 
mifed. The ftate of fuffering and mourn- 
ing, is in its nature extremely falutary and 
of happy tendency to man, and it is» 
therefore, that the fuflPering Jefus hatli 
pronounced it blefled^ " * 

The God of all love takes no de- 
light in the fufierings of his poor and pi- 
tiable creatures; neither would he have 
made this ftate of our mortality a vale of 
tears and a ftate of mifery, had it not 
been in order to conduA us through 
tranfitory evils to ever-during blifs, 
where he himfelf will wipe all tears from 
our eyes. 

When Adam, by his apoftafy and fall- 
ing oflf from his Maker, had converted all 
the goods of this temporary ftate into 
evil incitements to luft, covetoufnefs, and 
fenfuality, God determined, by a gra- 
cious reverfe, to turn all the evils of 
corrupt and fallen nature into means of 
enduring good to his fallen and frail 
creatures; he therefore appointed pain, 
affliction, diftrefTes, and difeafe, to be his 
minifters, his monitors, and preachers 
within us, to convince us of all the evil 
of our depraved and mortal nature ; to 
wean us from a world that is full of falfe 
promifes, but empty of true eqoymcnt ; 
2 to 
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to remind us that we are ftrangers and 
pilgrims upon earth, to turn our eye to 
the flar that hath vifited us from on 
high; and finally, through our fufier- 
ings, to accomplifh the great work of his 
own falvation in us. 

Thank you, thank you, Mr. Meekly, 
thefe are comforting things indeed. They 
pluck comfort from the very depth and 
abyfs of affliction. I love that my God 
ihould be lovely to my heart. You have 
now rent the dark veil that long hung 
before my eyes ; and the Sun of Righ- 
teoufnefs breaks upon me through the 
clouds of my mortality. — But what of 
death, Mr. Meekly, what of death, my 
friend ? I am interefted in the queftion ^ 
my time is approaching. When this 
body ihall fall to dud, and all thefe 
oagans of fenfation be utterly cut oflP; 
what remains? what then fliall follow? 
by what means ihall my fpirit attain the 
powers of new perception ; or am I to lie 
in the grave, in a date of total infenlibi- 
lity, till the laft trumpet ihall found? 
My nature Ihrinks, I confefs, from a to- 
tal deprivation of the fenfe of exiilence. 

It is no way evident to me, my Lord, 
that body, or at leafl fuch grofs bodies 
as we now have, are neceffary to the per- 
ceptions and feniibilitics of our fpirit. 

God 
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' €R)d: hiinfelf is a Spirit, an all-feeing,' aH-- 
hearing, all-tafting, all-fmclling, all-fed- 
ing, all-fcliowing, ;,a«id all-gDverniH|f Spi- 
rits ; He wh^ made the ^€^ Jball he mt 

fee ? He "wko made fhe ear ^. Jball' lie not 

.hear? Wlkerefore, as our fpiritS' arc' the 
offspring of his divine Spirit, we may 

;j\iftly prefOme thdm endowed with like 
capacities. But if body is neceiJary to 

. the perception of Spirit,* as 'Zbroafter, the 
illuminated philofopher, feems to inti* 
mate, where; fpeaking.of God,, he fays,. 

. ♦* Whofe body IS Hghi, and whofe foul is • 
** truth;** in this cafe, I fay, we may 
reafonably fupppfe, tiiat when our fpirits* 
fhall be parted from thefef grofs and frail • 
bodies, they fhall be inltantly clothed 
with more pure and permanent bo- 
dies ^ or,, as I- rather think, that thofe 
pure and .permanent bodies are already 
forming, and- pregnant within our gro& 
and corruptibk bodies ;< and that when 
the midwtfe death-^ ihall deliver us from 
the dark womb of our woful travail and 
mortality,' we ihall immediately ipring: 
forth into incorruption- and glory-. 

Of this, my Lord, I am confident as I 

,7m of my being, that he Who, by faith, 
itath already put on Chrift, Ihall break 

jhrough death> in the brightods of the 
Vol. IV,. Q^ bodjr 
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- body of his new birth,, incorruptible, vatr- 
' mortal, and Uefled to all' eternity. 

Tdl me then, my deareft Meddy^ 
what mean you by the body of this new^ 
birth? For, alas 1. 1 am but too apt to cry 
out with Nicodemus„ Hmv can tbefe things 

:bt r 

I mean, my Ix>rd, thefbiming of Ghrift 
within, us. Our being formed anew of a 
divine feed of our fecond Adam^. even 
as our grofs bodtes^ were fonned in^ the- 
womb from a corruptible feed of the old^ 
Adam. I mean the clothing of our fpi- 
. rtts with the heavenly. fubflantiality of the: 
fpiritual body and blood of thelheavefily 
Jefus himfeUF ^ for, as the apoftlo. fays,, 
there is a fpiritual body, as there is a car- 
nal body., I mean a body the fame as^ 
that, in which the believing thief entered 
Paradife with his Lord on the day of the 
crucifixion, t^m the refurreflkn. and: the, 
lifej faith Jesus: whafa betiezeth in me^. 
though he were deady yet Jball he. live ; ami 
he wba Jivetb and believeth inme^ Jhall ne^ 
'ver die. Death fhall become a new and 
divine birth unto him. And the great 
apoftle fays^ There are celejli ah bodies^ and 
hodies temfttial / hut the glory rf the cek" 
Jlial is one^ and the glory- $f theterreflrial 
itamtber* .And again befiys. For ^ee 
knowy that if our ea/thly koufe tf this ta- 

bemaclr- 
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Btrnacle were dijfolvedy we have a building 
of Godj^n houfe not made^ with h^nds, eter^ 
nal in the heavens . 

Thefe are^ great things, indteed, Mr*- 
Meeldy, and fiiU of hope, as^well as iii« 
citements to divine ambition . 

But why, my Lord, {hould a new birtt^ 

•from Jefus Chrift be thought wonderful ?r 
fe there any thing more wonderful' in it,- 
than in the formmg' and/unfotditag of the 
whole ihipendons mechanifm of the body^ 
of our old man^. fh)m a fcarce-vifible 

* iftdt of eatity ? Is there any thing more 
wonderftd iitit, than in the grbwth ancl^ 
unfoldin|f<^ any common vegetable frofti- 
fome -latent principle or invihble ipeck in 
the feed^ which not all the optics ahjd 
glafles of a Galilaco fhould be able to^ 
difcover? Were not thefe the knownt 

- fifts of every day and hour, incredulity 
would have laughed the fuppofition to 
'noughts But, I think, I have got; about 
me, fomething^^ moft furprifingly analo- 
gous, and appofite to the nature and mail* 
xier of our new birth in Jefus. 

Mr* Meekly then put his band to hi& 
pocket, and took out a lump of matter,, 
jh form like a tbng and huge maggoi, 
evidently without motion, apparency 
without life, and. hard' and incrufled zH 
■ about to the f etlingv " 
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What have yoa got diere, my friend T 
£ud the £arL An old worai^ my Lord^ 
that, at this inftant, is prqf^nant with the 
birth of a.Bew cre^ure*. ImpoiUble, cri- 
ed the Earl,, the tbiog is abfolutely dead* 
The body of the old worm is dead, in- 
deed,, my Lord;, but there is certainly a 
principle*of a new life within it, that will 
£>on manifelE itfelf in the birth of a very 
beautiful and wonderfully-gh>rious crea- 
ture. And this you vnl\ find,, if you 
leav^ it for a few days where it may get 
the fofiering. warmth of the ixm through 
one of your windows. Have you ever feen 
&e fly they call the dragon-fly, my Lord? 

Yes,, .and have admiied the elegance' 
ef its fliape, the mechunifm of its double' 
wings, and the luflre of its irradiations. 

This mafs, my Lord, of apparendy-in- 
fenfible matter, is now actually pregnant 
with one of the faftie fpecies. The pa-- 
rent, through whofe death it is to attain 
life, was no other, as you fee, than a vile~ 
and groveling maggot, who once fed and 
took its delight in the flench and' ovdixtc 
of a Jakes. But the new creature that 
is to be born froin it, will be quite of a 
different nature and tendency. It will 
loath the food and occupation of its foul 
progenitor. It will foar fublime over car- 
nal and earthly things. Xt will drink the 

dews 
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^w» of heaven, and feed on the con- 
^iiimfnate neftar and fragrance of flowers. 
. This, indeed, Mr. Meekly, rejoined 
the Elarl, is to n^ke the invifiWe things^ 
of God vifible, even to the naked eye, 
by the things that are feea. 

While my Lord and his friend were thus 
deeply in difcoarfe, Mr,. John, the houfe- 
fleward, came in, and told his mafter, that 
one waked id the hall with a letter for 
him* 

A letter ! cried the Earl : what can I 
have to fay, John, to any letters, or any 
of the writers thereof ? — 'But fomething. 
is due to hucaanity, and it fliall be pajd ^ 
defire lum to ftep in« 

Hereupon a ftrattger entered, whole: 
figure inftantly caught the eyes and at- 
iendoQ of the Earl and his companion in^ 
aa aftomibed captivity. The youth was 
^reified in iimple fuftian ; and his dark 
faro^m locks, tied behind with a black 
riband, flowed earelefsly between hi& 
fiioulders f whUe fome of the front*ftray« 
ing curls, as in fport, alternately ihaded 
and d^covercd a part of his lovely coun- 
tensBC^. He bowed,, he moved attrac* 
IjxHt ; and gracefully advancing toward 
my Lord, he again bowed, laid a letter 
bobre him, on the table, and then ii'^ 

Imdv redr^backwacd ^ few fleps. 

. * ' Xhey 
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* Tliey viewed him, they . gaaed ' i^^m* 
luniy as it had been the iudden ^iftto£ 
an angel of Hght. Mr. Meddy tm not 
able to utter a word ; adther kad my 
Lord the power to lay a fingior on the pa* 
per that was direded to mm ; tiH Mr* 
Meekly, at hft, giving ^ great ftroke 
on the table^ cried fiukk^ottt, I woifld 
lay a thouiand poinds of it ! It k he ! it 
h he- 1 — My heftrt tells oae he^an be no 
other but your Harry Clinton I 
- Here Harry fpmng forward, antf,. eafl;«» 
ittg himfelf precipitately at the'ftet Of 
the Earl, he da^rftd hk kaees With -an 
eager, rerereaci, crying, My£ither, my 
honoured^ my dear, my deaic father I and 
broke into tears. 

My Lbrdy all in a tremor, attempted** 
- to i^sufe him to h|s arms| and Harry, per-^ 
' Jt'eiving this, irofe and threw himfuf into* 
>'the bofomof his father. But the Earl* 
gently and foBdly put him o£F a little, 
and gazing inteutly at a countenance that 
appeared to him lovely, above all that 
was lovdy in the circle of creation, he 
gathered new ftrengtb^ and catching Har- 
ry to- his breaft, he exclaimed in a tranf* 
port. Lei me dlrV, let m dieiyjmce LbOM 
feen thy facey my fin I 

£jiD or ta^ royATa''VOtVM£i. 



ADVERTISEMENT, 

IT was originally propofed to have 
comprifed this Work in four Vo- 
lumes ; but the Matter has grown {o 
upon the Writer, that he finds himfelf 
under a neceffity of taking more Room.. 
— As to what remains, though it relates 
almoft entirely to the Hero of the Taie^ 
it is hoped, that the excefs wilt not be 
unacceptable ; and that the circutn- 
fiances of his Settlement in Life will 
be foun4 as interefling, as thoie of 
entrance into it*^ 
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